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PREFACE. 


N our lukewarm and degenerate age, 

every attempt in favour of religion ought, 
in juſtice to truth and reaſon, to meet with 
countenance and approbation ; and fince 
there is no one thing can tend ſo much to 
impreſs religious ſentiments on the minds of 
men, to inſpire them with a ſerious and ſo- 
lid belief of a ſupreme being, and an awful 
regard to the adorable excellencies and per- 
fections of almighty God, as a ſolemn, de- 
vout, and rational form of public worſhip ; 
theſe conſiderations have induced me to 
comply with the frequent and earneſt im- 
portunities of many friends, to abridge my 
Eſſay for a Review of the Common Prayer, 
formerly publiſhed “; and to reviſe my ſpe- 
cimen of a new Liturgy thereunto annexed, 
Which is chiefly compiled from the preſent 
book of Common- Prayer, and the holy ſcrip- 
tures. In this abridgment, I have cautiouſly 
omitted whatever concerned the Athanaſiau 
creed, retaining only ſuch parts of the Eſſay, 
as more immediately relate to the reviſing 
and improving of the Common Prayer. 


) 


® Printed in 1734. 
A 2 But, 


Lis] 


But, in this place, it may not be amiſs to 
make ſome curſory remarks on what the au- 
' thor of the chriſtian liturgy hath ſuggeſted, 
with reſpect to the uſe of creeds in public 
worſhip, which he thinks to be both un- 
neceſſary and improper ; becauſe, ſays he, 
© The act of worſhip is as much an evidence 


of our faith in God, as the repetition of 


© any creed can be; and that as creeds have 
© nothing of the nature of prayer and praiſe 
© in them, they are no fit part of our pub- 
© lic devotion.” In anſwer to this, let it be 


conſidered, that creeds are not, or ſhould 


not be intended, only to expreſs our belief 
of a God and Saviour, but, moreover, to 
have therein epitomized, the neceſſary and 
eſſential principles of a chriſtian : For, as too 
many are brought up in groſs ignorance of 
the truths of chriſtianity, thro' the careleſſ- 
neſs of parents and others, with whom the 
care of their education is entruſted ; by 'our 
having a creed that contains the neceſſary ar- 


ticles of every one's belief, daily repeated in 


public worſhip, a very favourable opportu- 
nity is thereby given, for inſtructing and 
informing the ignorant, illiterate, and un- 
learned ; who, unleſs by this means of hear- 
ing the creed repeated in the public congre- 
gation, might, perhaps, never know what 
was meant by the articles of their faith, And 
as to creeds having nothing in them of the 
nature of prayer or praiſe, the ſame objec- 

| tion 


Iv] 
tion might be made, with as little weight 
of reaſon and argument, againſt reading 
the Ten Commandments, or other parts of 
ſcripture. | 

But having thus mentioned this anony- 
mous author, who is ſuppoſed to be a diſ- 
ſenter, I would, however, be glad to make 
uſe of his juſt reaſoning on another point, 
and to recommend, with him, to the conſi- 
deration of the heads of that body, the uſing 
their endeavours to introduce into their con- 
gregations a public liturgy, prepared by them- 
ſelves. Permit me to expreſs what I would 
urge on the occaſion, in the words of Mr. 
White, in his letter to Mr. Chandler *. * As 
© I am well informed, and I hear with plea- 
© ſure, you are not only a real friend to the 
* epiſcopal character, but alſo eſteem a li- 
* turgy for public worſhip truly defirable ; 
© it is a wonder you have not yet attempted 
© to introduce into your Churches, or at leaſt 
into your own congregation, ſome liturg 
or other. It would be a handſome advance 
* towards the Church of England, and if you 
* could bring your congregation into it, it 
* would be an encouragement to the Church, 
* to think of making ſuch alterations in the 
© liturgy, as are demanded, by letting us ſee 
© they were not like to be made in vain; and 
© that, to conquer the prejudices of your 


Page 72, and note | 
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[ vi] 
people againſt a liturgy, and recancile them 
© to the ule of it, is not ſo hard a thing, as 
* we at preſent may think it to be. I ap- 
* prehend you would not be the firft among 
© the diſſenters that has made an attempt of 
this kind; for I preſume it was one of your- 
* ſelves, who publithed a ſolemn form for the 


general faſt, obſerved 1740; and, after-. 


* wards, in 1741, 4 form of divine wor flup 
* for ordinary uſe, printed for Richard Hett, 
* with an earneſt recommendation of pre- 
* compoled forms of divine worſhip to all 
* diſſenters. And I cannot forbear tranſcrib- 
* ing, out of the author's preface, a paſſage, 
* which, he tells us, he had before tran- 
ſetibed out of a letter from a very worthy 
* dienting miniſter. I entirely agree with 
* you, ſays that gentleman, that forms 
& ſhoald be uſed in public worſhip, and that 
te it is fit the people ſhould vocally join in 
* the a doration and praiſes. There may be 
“ forme few miniſters who ſtand in no need 
« of a form, but the generality of us want 
* ſuch aſſiſtance very much. For want of 
* a form, prayer is oftentimes a painful 
e thing, an exerciſe of the head only, with- 


* out any motion of the heart and affecti- 


ons.“ I am apt to believe, there are num- 
bers of your brethren in the ſame ſenti- 
ments, concerning the deſirableneſs of a 
* liturgy, for public worſhip ;. and it is pity 
any of them ſhould be afraid, or on any 
conſideration, decline openly to avow them.” 


"I 


oe Ads a6 
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T heartily wiſh, this quotation from Mr. Mbit 
may have its proper weight and influence on 
both ſides; I mean, by engaging the heads 
of the diſſenters, to endeavour at the intro- 
ducing into their ſeveral © congregations, a 
public liturgy; as that would be à handſome 

advance towards the Church of England, and 
an encouragement for the 'Churth, to think of 


making ſuch alterations in the liturgy, as are 
demanded. 


The letter which is added, was firſt print- 
ed in the gentleman's magazine for Fanuary, 
1737, and being the compoſure of a clergy- 
man of the Church of England, and the ſub- 
ject matter well expreſſed, and very perti- 
nent to my preſent deſign, I am in hopes the 
re-publiſhing it may be attended with many 
happy conſequences, 


The propoſal annexed, for preventing diſ- 
affection to the preſent royal family, and the 
encreaſe of popery, is the reſult! of many 
years penſive thoughts on that melancholy 
ſubject; and if any hints therein ſuggeſted, 
can contribute; in the leaft degree, to fecure 
us from the dangerous attempts of our ene- 
mies, who are conſtantly deviſing and pro- 
jecting how to undermine and deſtroy our 
preſent moſt happy eſtabliſhment, both civil 
and eccleſiaſtical, it will afford me an inex- 
preſſible ſatisfaction. To engage in, carry 
on, and perfect a deſign, after the manner 

: therein 
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therein recommended, may not only be of 
national ſervice, but alſo greatly contribute 
to advance the character, reputation, and 
even fortune, of thoſe who ſhall, with due 
judgment, care, and fidelity, undertake and 
execute it to advantage, \ SIS 


April 4.1749. 


ERRAT A. 


us 2. I. 26. read, reviews. P. 5. I. 22. dele the. P. 14. 
. I. read Liturgy. P. 54. 1. 44, read, and may thy 
cious aſſiſtance ſo concur. P. 56, I. 18. dele one, P. 59. 

26. dele merits. P. 78. 1. 9. read, undefiled and ſepa- 
rate from ſinners. P. 78. Note at bottom, read ſubſiſ- 
tence. P. 79. 1. 27. read, all ye that do truly. P. 105. 

I. 8. read, and to keep us. 
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THE 


Expediency and Neceſlity 


Of Revisinc and ImyprovinG the 


Common Prayer Book. 


ONG and ardent have been the wiſhes 
of many learned and pious perſons of 
the Church of England, both clergy 
and laity, for a new Tranſlation of the 

Bible, and review of the Common Prayer; from 
a juſt and reaſonable perſwaſion, that it would 
greatly conduce to ſerve religion in general; and 
advance the honour, power and dignity of the 
Church eſtabliſhed, in particular; as it would 
render her worſhip yet more pure and perfect ; 
recommend her communion to more univerſal 
eſteem 3 afford an example worthy the imitation 
of other proteſtant Churches ; and, probably, 
increaſe the number of its proteſſors, both in our 
own nation and foreign parts. 


The 
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The Church of England aſſures us, That the 

e particular forms of divine worſhip, and the 
„ rites atd ceremonies appointed to be uſed 
< therein, being things in their own nature indif- 
&« ferent, and alterable, and ſo acknowledged; 
it is but reaſonable, that upon weighty and 


important conſiderations, according to the 


&* various exigencies of times and occaſions, and 


alterations, ſuch changes ſhould be made there- 
in, as to thoſe who are in Place of authority 
ſnould, from time totime, ſeem either neceſſary 
ce or expedient. Accordingly, we find, that in 
c the reign of ſeveral princes, of bleſſ-d memo- 
ry, ſince the reformation, the Church upon juſt 
and weighty conſiderations, hath yielded to 
make ſuch alterations, in ſome particulars, as 
in their reſpective times were thought conve- 
* nient.” * And as our Church declares, that 
forms of divine worſhip, rites and ceremonies, 
are in their own nature indifferent and alterable, 
according to the cxigencies of times and occaſi- 
ons; ſo has her practice been conſiſtent thereto, 
and which affords another teſtimony, in fa- 
vour of the ſame ſentiments, This will evi- 
dently appear, from the ſeveral Tranſlations of 
the Bible, and review of the Common Prayer, 
made in both, ſince the reformation of religion. 

Vith regard to the Tranſlation of the Bible, 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


William Tyndal in 1525. was the firſt who tranſ- 


lated the New Teſtament into Englifh, and alſo 
the five books of Moſes : About ten years after, 
He and Coveraale jointly tranſlated the whole 
Ble; which in 1541 they again reviewed, at 
ine requelt of Lord Cromwell, Henry VIIPs, 


Vicar General, and Biſhop Cranmer prefixed an 
excellent preface to it. 


This 


* Preface to Common Prayer. 
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This was again reviſed in 1549, the beginning 
of King Edward VI's reign, by the direction 
of Cranmer, and which ſome call the Great 
Bible; others Coverdale's Bible, In Qucen 
Elixabetb's reign, the Bible went thro* another 
Tranſlation, or reviſion; this was called the 

Biſhops Bible; becauſe the Queen, by her Letters 
Patent, empowered ſeveral Biſhops to review it. 
The laſt Tranſlation was in 1607, the gth of 
King James I. made by forty ſeven eminent di- 
vines, appointed by the King for that purpoſe *. 

As to the ſeveral reviews of the Common Prayer, 
it ſhauld be obſerved, that before the reformation, 
the liturgy was only in Latin, being prayers collec- 
ted from ſeveral ancient forms uſed in the primi- 
tive Church; and others of a later original, ac- 
commodated to the ſuperſtitions which had crept 
into the Romiſb Church, in the middle ages; as 
appears by the Roman breviary and miſſal. 
Theſe Latin prayers beingeſtabliſhed by the laws of 
the land, and the canons of the Church, no other 
* Prayers could publickly be made uſe of; fo 
thatthe unlearned laity could not join inthem : And 
being mixed with addreſſes to the ſaints, adorati- 
on of the hoſt, images, Sc. the worſhip was 
profane and idolatrons. But Archbiſhop Cran-- 
mer, who was at the head of that great deſign 
the reformation, endeavoured all that he could to 
have the liturgy refined from the popiſh abuſes, 
and performed in the Englſþ tongue: However, 
in this he was forced to proceed gradually. 
For in 1536, the Ble, with the Paterneſter, 
Creed and ten Commandments, were ſet forth to be 
read in Engliſh. And in 1545, the King's pri- 
mer, containing the Lord's Prayer, Creacd, Ten, 
Commandments, and alſo the morning and even- 

B 2 ing 
* Dr. Nicholls's Notes on the P/alter. 
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The Church of England aſſures us, © That the 
particular forms of divine worſhip, and the 
& rites and ceremonies appointed to be uſed 
< therein, being things in their own nature indif- 
e ferent, and alterable, and ſo acknowledged 
it is but reaſonable, that upon weighty and 


important conſiderations, according to the 


c various exigencies of times and occaſions, and 


alterations, ſuch changes ſhould be made there- 


in, as to thoſe who are in Place of authority 
« ſhould, from time totime, ſeem either neceſſary 
& or expedient. Accordingly, we find, that in 
ce the reign of ſeveral princes, of bleſſed memo- 
ry, ſince the reformation, the Church upon juſt 
* and weighty conſiderations, ' hath yielded to 
% make ſuch alterations, in ſome particulars, as 
in their reſpective times were thought conve- 
e nient.” * And as our Church declares, that 
forms of divine worſhip, rites and ceremonies, 
are in their own nature indifferent and alterable, 
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according to the exigencies of times and occaſi- 


ons; ſo has her practice been conſiſtent thereto, 
and which affords another teſtimony, in fa- 
vour of the ſame ſentiments, This will evi- 
dently appear, from the ſeveral Tranſlations of 
the Bible, and review of the Common Prayer, 
made in both, ſince the reformation of religion. 

With regard to the Tranſlation of the Bible, 


William Tyndal in 1525. was the firſt who tranſ- 


lated the New Teſtament. into Englifh, and alſo 
the five books of Moſes : About ten years after, 
He and Coveraale jointly tranſlated the whole 
Bible; which in 1541 they again reviewed, at 
the requeſt of Lord Cromwell, Henry VIIPs, 


Vicar General, and Biſhop Cranmer prefixed an 
excellent preface to it. 


This 
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This was again reviſed in 1549, the beginning 
of King Edward Vl's reign, by the direction 
of Cranmer, and which ſome call the Great 
Bible; others Coverdale's Bible. In Qucen 
ElizabetÞ's reign, the Bible went thro? another 
Tranſlation, or reviſion; this was called the 

Biſhops Bible; becauſe the Queen, by her Letters 
Patent, empowered ſeveral: Biſhops to review it. 
The laſt Tranſlation was in 1607, the "5th of 
King Fames I. made by forty ſeven eminent di- 
vines, appointed by the King for that purpoſe *. 

As to the ſeveral reviews of the Common Prayer, 
it ſhauld be obſerved, that before the reformation, 
the liturgy was only in Latin, being prayers collec- 
ted from ſeveral ancient forms uſed in the primi- 
tive Church; and others of a later original, ac- 
commodated to the ſuperſtitions which had crept 
into the Romiſb Church, in the middle ages; as 
appears by the Roman breviary and miſſal. 
Theſe Latin prayers beingeſtabliſhed by the laws of 
the land, and the canons of the Church, no other 
' prayers could publickly be made uſe of; ſo 
that the unlearned laity could not join inthem: And 
being mixed with addreſſes to the ſaints, adorati- 
on of the hoſt, images, Cc. the worſhip was 


profane and idolatrous. But Archbiſhop Cran- 


mer, who was at the head of that great deſign 
the reformation, endeavoured all that he could to 
have the liturgy refined from the popiſh abuſes, 


and performed in the Engliſb tongue: However, 


in this he was forced to proceed gradually. 
For in 1536, the Boe, with the Paterneſter, 
Creed and ten Commandments, were ſet forth to be 
read in Engliſh. And in 1545, the King's pri- 


mer, containing the Lord's Prayer, Creed, Ten. 


Commandments, and alſo the morning and even- 
B 2 ing 
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ing prayer, were ordered to be read in Engliſh ; 
and ſome rime after the litany ; which were all 
the alterations made in the liturgy, during the 
reign of Henry VIIIX. | 

Soon after Edward VI. came to the crown, 
thirteen perſons were commiſſioned by the King 
to draw up the communion ſervice; who fini- 
ſhed the whole Book of Common Prayer, which 
was confirmed by act of Parliament, in 1348. 
About four years after, the ſame book was again 
reviſed, when ſome ceremonies were laid afide, 
and ſeveral new prayers added. Upon Queen 
Elizabeth's coming to the crown, the 2d book 
of Edward VI. was reviewed by ſeveral learned 
divines appointed for that purpoſe; and which 
was afterwards eſtabliſhed by act of parliament ; 
The ſame was done in 1601 the iſt of James, when 
ſeveral thankſgiving prayers were added, and the 
catechiſm enlarged. In Charles I's time ſome al- 
terations and many excellent improvments were 
made in the Scotch Common Prayer Book; which 
Archbiſhop Laud would not have done, had he 
not thought it lawful and expedient, uſeful and 
neceſſary. The Jaſt review was in 1661, when 
the prayers for the parliament, for al] conditions 
of men, and the general thankſgiving were added, 
and ſeveral collects altered : So that the Bible 
has been tranſlated, or reviſed, five times in the 
ſpace of ſeventy two years; and the Common 
Prayer reviewed eight times within the compaſs 
of one hundred twenty-five years; And it is re- 
markable, that the latter in every reign, from 
Edward VI. to James II. had ſome improve- 
ments made im it. | 


From 


Pr. Nicholl.'s Preface to Commentary on Common 
Prayer. + Vid. 
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From hence it evidently appears, that our go- 
vernors, civil and eccleſiaſtical, have frequently 
judged it both lawful and expedient to make 
various tranſlations of the Bible, and reviews of 
the Common Prayer: Nor could the difficulty 
of the undertaking, the clamor of the ignorant 
and bigotted, or the artful devices of the prieſts 
and jeſuits (whoſe intereſt and practice always was, 
and will be, to oppoſe all reformation) ever in- 
timidate or deter them, from effecting what they 
knew would tend to clear up the truths of religion; 
to make its worſhip more pure and holy, and 
promote the propagation of the reformed; which 
was what they had ſincerely at heart, and is an 
example worthy of imitation. And oh! that the 
refl ction might prevail, to inſpire our moſt gra- 
cious: King, his biſhops and clergy, with the like 
ſentiments and reſolutions at this time ; the rea- 
ſons for it being equally ſtrong and concluſive : 
And thegreat advantage the preſent age has, over 
former times, by a ſuperior light and knowledge 
in the the holy ſcriptures, thro? the labours of 
many learned criticks, to explain them, is a con- 
ſideration of no ſmall weight, to enforce other 
arguments in favour of the undertaking. 

To prove and evince the neceſſity of a new 
Tranſlation of the Bible, I need only to obſerve, 
that the different interpretations, and various read- 
ings of the learned, in their comments and an- 
. notations, in the ſermons printed and preached 
by divines of any eminency, do all conſpire to 
confirm and-eſtabliſh this truth; a fact ſo very 
well known, that its needleſs to attempt further 
proof, unleſs to refer the captious or doubtful to 
PooPs ſynopſis, and the commentaries of Ham- 
mond, Patrick, Kidder, Whitby, Locke, &c. 
on the Bible; where they may ſoon receive ſatiſ- 

| faction, 
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faction, as to the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of 
it. And may it not be hoped, that our. biſhops 
and clergy will take it into ſerious conſideration, 
and in a proper manner, engage in, and perfect 
a Tranſlation of the Bible, more correct and 
agreeable to the meaning of the original. 
I nov proceed to conſider the neceſſity or ex- 
pediency of reviſing the Common Prayer Book, 
it being the. immediate deſign of this eſſay ; en- 
couraged thereto, from a perſwaſion of long 
ſtanding, that nothing would ſo much tend to 

recommend the uſe of a form of prayer, to the 
eſteem of ſuch as at preſent diſlike any, or raiſe 
a ſpirit of piety and devotion in thoſe that ap- 
prove of a form, as a review of the preſent liturgy. 
But in regard, the ſubject matter of the en- 
ſuing eſſay is of a nice and delicate nature; and 
being deſirous to ſecure the attempt from any 
l conſtruction, ſevere cenſure, or reflection, it 
may be moſt prudent to expreſs the reaſons 
and arguments I would produce in favour of a 
review, in the words of ſuch authors, as are e- 
minently diſtinguiſhed, for their learning, affec- 
tion, and true zeal for the eſtabliſhed church, and 
whoſe judgment, therefore, will have weight 

with all, | | 
I have frequently caft about in my thoughts, 
* fays Dr. Nichols*, tho* I could never find a 
*+* ſufficient reaſon to ſatisfy myſelf; why, for one 
hundred and fifty years together, ſince the Com- 
* mon Prayer has been compiled, no one has at- 
e tempred to explain it, in a manner fitted for the . 
* uſe of common perſons : — I am fully fatis- 
„ fied, that a great many of our members, that 
have a great value for our Common Prayer, 
| % would 


i | 
* Preface to the 800 Edit. of his Paraphraſe on the 
Comman Prayer. 
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« would have their affection to it raiſed much 
« higher, if they underſtood the many excel- 
« lencies thereof, which for a great part eſcape 
„ their knowledge; and to have a zeal with- 
e out knowledge, is not ſo praiſe worthy.” It is 
worthy of obſervation, that Dr. Nicholls confeſ- 
ſes, the Common Prayer was not fit for the uſe of 
common. perſons - 42 a great many would have 
their affections to it raiſed higher, if they under- 
ſtood the many excellencies of it; and expreſſes 
much diſſatis faction, that no one ſince it was com- 
piled, ſnould attempt to explain it in a proper 
manner. He then proceeds to obſerve, that tis 
no reflection on the Common Prayer Book, to ſay 
there are ſome things which are not ſo clear, at 
leaſt to ordinary perſons ; the very language of it 
ſelf, may be well ſuppoſed to be altered in one 
hundred and fifty years; and gives inſtances of 
ſeveral words, uſed now in a different ſenſe, from 
what they were in Edward VI's reign. 

The obſervations of Dr. Nicholls, are ſo expreſ- 
five of my own ſentiments, that, I apprehend, no 
words can be more appoſite and cogent, to evince 
the reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of reviewing our 
Common Prayer, than thoſe the Doctor has uſed. 
For if * ſome things in the preſent book are not 
< ſo clear, at leaſt. to ordinary perſons ; and that 
<« the very language may be ſuppoſed to be altered 
in an hundred and fifty years,” of which he 
gives ſeveral inſtances : If a paraphraſe became 
neceſſary to make it intelligible, and the obſcurity 
of the Book was the argument urged to vindicate 
ſuch parapbraſe ; ſurely, it evidently proves the 
neceſſity of its being reviſed. Becauſe any para- 
phraſe, however good and excellent in itſelf, can- 
not be uſed in public, and conſequently is of no 
benefit or advantage in the time of Divine Ser- 


vice. 
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vice. And permit, me further to obſerve, that 
as all comments, whether on the Bible or Common 
Prayer, naturally ſuppoſe and imply ſome diffi- 
culty and obſcurity in the original of both; ſo 
the uſe of them on either, would be rendered al- 
moſt needleſs, had we a tranſlation, and Liturgy, 
more exact and perfect, and the Language better 
adapted to our preſent times. 

And as the nature of divine worſhip requires, 
that almighty God ſhould be worſhipped in ſpirit 
and truth, and with the underſtanding alſo; the 
Liturgy, and public offices of the Church, ſhould 
therefore be plain and level to the capacity of the 
moſt ignorant; to the intent that every perſon may 
clearly and fully underſtand the meaning of ſuch 
petitions, as he offers up to the author of his be- 
ing, when met to pay him the homage and wor- 
ſhip of a creature. Agreeably hereto are the ſen- 
timents of many eminent divines of the Church of 
England. | Boks: 
The celebrated Mr. Hales juſtly obferves, © that 
4c prayer, confeſſion, thankſgiving, reading of 
te ſcriptures, expoſition of ſcriprure, and admini- 
« ſtration of ſacraments in the plaineſt and ſim- 
te pleſt manner, are ſufficient matter to compoſe 
<« A public form of ſervice *.> The learned Bi- 
ſhop Sil/ingfleet alſo writes, “ that forms of di- 
ce vine worſhip, of all things, certainly ſhould 
be ſo compoſed, as to be the leaſt ſubject to 
any ſcruple, from any perſon whatſoever ; be- 
ing on purpoſe compoſed for the declaring 
e mens unity and conſent in the public worſhip.” 
But how can that end be obtained, unleſs the ex- 
preſſions are clear and eaſy to be underſtood? 
And the good and pious Biſhop Bradford thus 

expreſſes 


* Tra of Schi/m, P. 183. + Trenicum, P. 122. 
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expreſſes himſelf in one of his printed letters; 1 
« always did, and always ſhall heartily wiſh, and 
« if it were in my power, I ſhould endeavour, 
« that all the Liturgies of the Church were re- 
« duced to as great ſimplicity and plainneſs as 
6 might be.“ | 

As to the neceſſity of a review of the book of 
Common Prayer, with reſpect to the change of 
language, I will confirm the aſſertion of Dr. Ni- 
cholls, by other good Authorities. Dean Pri- 
deaux obſerves ||, that the Romaniſts do not be- 
<« lieve their Liturgy was brought them from 
« heaven, tho? they ſtick to it as if it were; and 
« if that fiffneſs of humour, which is now among 
<« us, againſt altering any thing in our Liturgy, 
*« ſhould continue, it muſt ar laſt bring us to the 
« ſame paſs; for all Language being in fluxu, 
e ſhould our Liturgy be ſtill continued, without 
<« any change or alteration, it would, at length, 
be as much in an unknown language, as now 
e the Roman ſervice is, to the vulgar of that 
© communion.” Dean Stanhope has an obſervation 
much to the ſame purpole, as to the alteration 
of language. The very conſiderable changes 
„ which have happened to many of our medern 
languages, and particularly the great improve- 
© ment made in the Engliſh tongue, within the 
« Jaſt century, are a mighty prejudice, even to 
the moſt valuable things written before that 
e time: no weight of matter, or beauty of thought, 
eis ſufficient to procure them that good accept- 
dance with the generality of readers, which they 
&« would not fail to find, if dreſſed in a more mo- 
« diſh garb; and therefore the making ſuch wri- 


Connect. part I. pag. 218. oft. 
* Preface to Par/ons's Chriſtian Direct. 
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« ters ſpeak, as if they had lived and converſed 
« with us at this day, while the force and ſub- 
« ſtance of what they lay is preſerved entire, is 
&« ſo far from añ injury, that I preſume it will 
« be allowed a kindneſs and advantage.” The 
ſame reaſon and argument I beg leave to apply to 
the Common Prayer, which, if new dreſſed and 
modernized, would be more agreeable to all, and 
uſed with greater devotion than now it is; and 
yet the method, matter, and ſubſtance thereof, 
might remain the ſame. 
And © was a review made by wiſe and aide 
able men, not given to wrath and diſputing, it 
© might be ſo far from being a diſhonour to this 
Church, that it may add to the glory of it?. 
And what a former Biſhop of Cork obſerves, is 
very much to the point. The alteration of an 
* expreſſion, or here and there a whole prayer or 
two by law, or diſpenſing with ſome ceremonies, 
* will not break the harmony and beauty of our 
e worſhip, or diſturb the union and peace of our 
Church. There are ſome Collects, I conceive, 
. © might be altered for the better.” | 
That I may yet farther enforce the reaſonable- 
neſs and neceſſity of a review, I muſt not omit to 
tranſcribe the words of the learned Archbiſhop 
Hake, when Biſhop of Lincoln, from an excel- 
lent ſpeech he made on Sacbeverel's trial, in de- 
fence of the alterations that were attempted to be 
made under King William, in the year 168g. 
who taking notice of the defign that had been 
concerted by Archbiſhop Sancroft, before the 
revolution, of reviewing and correcting our Li- 
turgy, thus expreſſes himſelf of the commiſſioners 


* Stillingfleet's preface to Unreaſonableneſ; of ſeparation. 
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appointed for that purpoſe, and the undertaking 1 

They were a ſet of men, than which this Church 
was never, at any one time, bleſſed with either 
« wiſer or better, ſince it was a Church; and a 
« deſign. that I am perſuaded would have been for 
the intereſt and peace of our Church and State, 
had it been accompliſhed; which, in ſhort, was 
this: To improve, and, if poſſible, to inforce 
our diſcipline, to.review and enlarge our Litur- 


* gy,: by correcting of ſome things, by adding of 


others; and, if thought adviſable by authority, 
by leaving ſome few ceremonies, confeſſed to 
© be indifferent in their natures, as indifferent in 
« their,uſage, ſo as not to be neceſſarily obſerved by 


© thoſe: who ſcruple them, till they ſhould be abſe 


© to; oyercome either their weakneſſes or prejudi- 

© ces, and be willing to comply with them.” 
Biſhop Vate then read the following paſſage 

out of a treatiſe wrote to recommend that deſign *-: 


No alteration, that I know of, is intended, but : 


in things declared to be alterable by the Church 
< itſelf; and if things alterable be altered, upon 
© the grounds of prudence and charity and 
things defect ive be ſupplied ; and things abuſed, 
be reſtored to their proper uſe; and things of 
© a more ordinary compoſition, be reviſed and im- 
proved, whilſt the dotZrine, government, and 
* worſhip of the Church remain en ire, in all the 
ſubſtantial parts of them: we have all reaſon to 
© believe, that this will be ſo far from injuring 
the Church, that, on the contrary, it ſhall re- 
* ceive a very great benefit by it.“) And now, 
my Lords, ſays Biſhop Wake, let any impar- 


* tial perſon conſider, what was there in ſuch a 


* deſign, that could be prejudicial to our Church? 
Sachewerel's trial, p. 215, 216 off, | 


* Ibid. P- 213, * 
C2 © Where- 
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« Wherein would our canons have ſuffered, - if 
© thoſe already made had been more ſtrongly en- 
© forced, and ſome new ones had been added, for 
© the reformation of manners; for the better pu- 
© nifhing of notorious offenders; and to render 
© our public diſcipline more ſtrict and ſevere? 
© This we have been wiſhing for ever ſince the 
© reformation ; What harm would it have done 
© our church, had it now been effected? or, how 
- © would our excellent Liturgy have been the 
© worſe, if a few more doubtful expreſſions had 
© been changed for plainer and clearer; and a 
* paſſage or two, which, however capable of a 
* juſt defence, yer, in many caſes, ſeems harſh to 
ſome, even of our o communion, had either 
© been wholly left at liberty, or omitted; or been 
ſo qualified, as to remove all objection againſt 
them. If ſuch collects as are not adapted to 
© the feſtivals or goſpels to which they belong, 
© had been made more full and appoſite to both. 
* If ſome of the occaſional offices had been en- 
* Jarged, and new ones added; if, for example, 
* there had been a greater variety of prayers, 
* pfalms, and leſſons, appointed by authority, 
* inſtead of the compolitions of private perſons, 
© row uſed for the viſitation of the ſick ; and new 
forms compoſed for the uſe of priſoners for debt 
gor crimes. For the greater ſolemnity of re- 
© ceiving proſelytes into our Church; of recon- 
ciling penitents to it; and of caſting notorious 
offenders out of it. Theſe were ſome of the 
* main things that were then deſigned. As to any 
* tavour to the diſſenters, none, that I know of, 
© was intended, but what ſhould have been en- 
* tirely conſiſtent with our own conſtitution ; and 
* I hope it will not. be thought any crime, for 
© tac Biſhops and Clergy of our Church, to be 
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© willing to enlarge its communion by any me- 
« thods, which may be likely to gain others, and 
yet got injure our own eſtabliſnment.? 

This moſt excellent Archbiſhop's obſervati- 
ons are fo judicious, juſt and pertinent; his rea- 
ſoning ſo cogent, ſolid and convincing, in fa- 
vour of a review, and to prove the neceſſity 
of attempting it, out of a pious regard to reli- 
gion in general, and to the honour and: glory of 
the church of England in particular; that if 
what his Lordſhip has urged on the occaſion, in 
words ſo pathetic and affect ionate, ſupported with 
reaſons of ſuch force and energy, will not prevail, 
I ſhall almoſt deſpair of its ever being effected: 
And that it has not had the weight and influence 
it ought, is much to be lamented by the truly 
pious and religious members of the Church of 
England, Perhaps, heaven has reſerved the ac- 
compliſhment of an enterprize, ſo beneficial and 
advantageous to religion, for this preſent time; 
that under the auſpicious influences of our moſt 
gracious ſovereign, one of the greateſt glories of 
his reign may be to reſcue declining religion, 
from the attempts of popery and infidelity ; 
which like a torrent are breaking in upon us: And 
by reſtoring it to its native purity and Juſtre, to 
begin a new £ra of a more perfect reformation 
among ourſelves, and eftabliſh the ſame in the 
continent of America; under whoſe royal pa- 
tronage, the light of the goſpel has there made 
its appearance. | 

The happy advantages to be obtained by a 
Tranſlation of the Bible, a Review of the Common 
Prayer, and Canons, after the model recommend- 
ed by Archbiſhop Wake, are many and weighty : 
For it will tend to diſarm the papiſts and deiſts 


of their arguments, taken from the preſent ill 


verſion 
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verſion of ſeripture 3 ſome expreſſions in the Li- 
tany and Church Catechiſm, and the inconſiſtency 
of clergymens practices, with their oaths f ca- 
nonical obedience. It will render the worſhip 
and diſciꝑline of our moſt excellent Church yet 
more exact, pure and perfect; and recommend 
it to the more general eſteem of all, both at home 
and abroad. It will tend to raiſe a greater ſpirit 
of piety and devotion in the minds of her mem- 
bers; as her liturgy and public offices will be 
mote correct and clear in expreſſion, and the lan- 
guage more pathetic, and better adapted to our 
preſent time; than which nothing ſeems ſo effectu- 
ally to promiſe a reformation of manners in the 
lives of all perſohs. It will make our communion 
leſs liable to objection, and thoſe who unhappily 
diſſent from us, will entertain more favourable 
ſentiments of our worſhip and ſervice; if not ſo 
fat. as to join therein, yet their, prejudices may be 
removed, and then their love and charity will 


gradually encreaſe towards us. It will confirm 


aud ſtrengthen the Proteſtant intereſt, * and poſ- 
fibly encourage a farther reformation in other 
parts, | 1 1 
There is a remarkable paſſage, in a letter wrote 
in defence of the bill for uniting proteſtants, re- 
ferred to by Biſhop Fake, in his ſpeech. before 


mentioned: © As for the French and German, and 


other foreign chriſtians of the reformed: religion, 


© lam well aſſured, both by converſation and let- 
ters, lately ſent from Halland, Geneva, Switzer- 
land, and other places, not to ſpeak of the Lu- 
* theran communion, which write the ſame, 
that they look upon the Church of England at 
* this time, as the center of proteſtant unity: 
* And eſteem the conditions propoſed in this bill, 
* which have been communicated «to them, as 


© terms 
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terms full of chriſtian moderation, and fit for 
« the uniting of proteſtants.* Agreeably to this 
writes Biſhop Burnet * ;..- Our worſhip. is the 
« perfe&eſt compoſition of devotion, we find in 
any Church, ancient and modern; yet the cor- 
rections that were agreed to, by a deputation of 
« biſhops and divines, in the year 1689, would 
© make the whole frame of our liturgy flill more 
perfect, as well as more unexceptionable : And 
will, I hope, at ſome time or other, be better 
« entertained than they were then.“ And ſome, 
© who, have well conſidered all the alterations and 
© amendments, made in the year 1661, which 
© amount to the number of ſix hundred, are ſuf- 
« ficiently convinced, ſays Archbiſhop- Teni/on, 
< thatif they had reaſon for thoſe changes, there 
« is equal, if not greater reaſon, for ſome further 
improvements: If they had foreſeen what is 
fſince come to paſs, I charitably believe, they 
< would not have done all that they did, and juſt 
ſo much, and no more . 0 gh 20 45 
A deſign then ſo laudable, an undertaking ſo 
extenſive, in favour of the proteſtant religion, 
cannot fail of meeting with the general applauſe 
and approbation, the aid and aſſiſtance, the pray- 
ers and good wiſhes of the learned, pious and 
judicious m mbers of the Church of - England, 
both clergy and laity: And none but papiſts, 
and thoſe who are averſe to all reformation, can 
oppoſe what is in itſelf ſo juſt and reaſonable z 
ſo well calculated to advance the truth anꝗ purity 
of religion, The prieſts and jeſuits, indeed, will 
be alarmed, not with any fear of legal ſeverities, 
but of a rational detection, it may prove a con- 


viction 


* Hiſtory of his own times, Vol. 2. P. 634. | 
+ Diſcourſe on eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, in 1689. 
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viction alſo, to their deluded members and pro- 
ſelytes, of their errors, and many groſs impoſiti- 
ons, with which they have long deceived, ſeduced 
and corrupted the minds of the ignorant and weak, 
the credulous vulgar, and deluded eaſy. They 
will, therefore, no doubt, uſe their utmoſt efforts, 
have recourſe to every art and ſtratagem, invent 
and deviſe, then ſpread and propagate, whatever 
may have the leaſt tendency to divert and hinder 
the undertaking from being perfected. * 

With that view, it may be expected, that the 
cry of the Church's danger will be revived : But, 
as they can with truth and ſincerity, only mean 
their own Church, I am perſwaded, that ſenſeleſs 
clamour will ſucceed only with a few; ſince it 
is an artificial clamour, a ſounding trumpet they 
have always had refuge to, whenever a reforma- 
tion in religion was attempted; and therefore, it 
may be ſuppoſed, without matter of ſurprize, that 
the ſame word of alarm will be given on any fu- 
ture occaſion of the like nature. But every Pro- 
teſtant, is, or ought to be ſatisfied, that, whate- 
ver tends to endanger the Church of Rome, will, 
by a parity of reaſon, and natural conſequence, 
promiſe and inſure ſafety and ſecurity. to the 
Church of England, and all other Proteſtant 
Churches : For the decreaſing power and intereſt 
of the one, will moſt certainly raiſe the reputati- 
on of the other, and advance it to a more flouriſh- 
ing ſtate and condition: So that the oppoſition 
of ſuch, inſtead of being an objection againſt the 
deſign, ought rather to excite a more zealous 
and ardent intention in our governors, to have it 
carried into execution ; as what would not a 
little contribute to defeat their meaſures in per- 
verling Proteſtants, wherein they have * ſo 

uc- 


2 
I 
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ſuce ſsſul; but al ſo tend to leſſen their number, power 
and influence in the kingdom: For their ſedulity 
and artful contrivances, to make proſclytes to 
their religion, are notorious to all, and is a mat- 
ter of much concern to hinking proteſtants, 

But, ſhall the prieſts and jeſuits be induſtri- 
oully vigilant, to concert and execute ſchemes to 
propagate and increaſe a religion moſt abominably 
corrupt, erroneous and idolatrous ; and yet pro- 
teſtants uſe no endeavours, not the moſt lawful 
and innocent, nay, juſt and neceſſary, to recommend 
a religion of the greateſt excellency, purity and 
perfection? How is ſuch a conduct worthy of, or 
becoming chriſtians, proteſtants, or Church of 
England-men i ? The zeal of priefts and jeſuits, in 
a bad cauſe, however beyond meaſure wicked 
and cruel, yet ſurely ought to ſhame our luke- 
warmneſs, and the want of a human chriſtian 
zeal in a good one. I am not recommending the: 
hery,' ae and cruel ſpirit of the Church 
of Rome, but a rational, prudent regard for the 
purity of religious worſhip; > A conviction from 
clear reaſoning, and Juſt argument, the effects of 
a mild and gentle perſwaſipn, is the only aid and 
aſſiſtance /ru1b demands; the only one I recem- 
mend; nor is more neceſſury to defend the pro- 
teſtunt cauſe: Theſe are the % ß ſevere inſtru- 
ments, (ht cauſe requires, and by them only, has 

it been hitherto maintained: And nothing can ever 
be wanting to promote ſo jzt a cauſe, but a pru- 
dent zeal, 0 pu ſuch uſcful and neceffary inſtru- 
1ents in a regular and proper motion, a due and 
conſtant execution. And what period of time, 
or Circumſtances more favourable.and concurring 
can poſſibly offer; for having this pious, truly 

chriſtian, and long wiſhed for deſign accompliſhed, 
chan what the preſent affords? Th 
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viction alſo, to their deluded members and” pro- 


ſelytes, of their errors, and many groſs impoſiti- 
ons, with which they have long deceived, ſeduced 
and corrupted the minds of the ignorant and weak, 
the credulous vulgar, and deluded eaſy. They 
will, therefore, no doubt, uſe their utmoſt efforts, 
have recourſe to every art and ſtratagem, invent 
and deviſe, then ſpread and propagate, whatever 
may have the leaſt tendency to divert and hinder 

the undertaking from being perfected. 
With that view, it may be expected, that the 
cry of the Church's danger will be revived : But, 
as they can with truth and ſincerity, only mean 
their nu Church, I am perſwaded, that ſenſeleſs 
clamour will ſucceed only with a few; ſince it 
is an artificial clamour, a ſounding trumpet they 
have always had refuge to, whenever a reforma- 
tion in religion was attempted; and therefore, it 
may be ſuppoſed, without matter of ſurprize, that 
the ſame word of alarm will be given on any fu- 
ture occaſion of the like nature. But every Pro- 
teſtant, is, or ought to be ſatisfied, that, whate- 
ver tends to endanger the Church of Rome, will, 
by a parity of reaſon, and natural conſequence, 
promiſe and inſure ſafety and ſecurity to the 
Church of England, and all other Proteſt ant 
Churches: For the decreaſing power and intereſt 
of the one, will moſt certainly raiſe the reputati- 
on of the other, and advance it to a more flouriſh- 
ing ſtate and condition: So that the oppoſition 
of ſuch, inſtead of being an objection againſt the 
deſign, ought rather to excite a more zealous 
and ardent. intention in our governors, to have it 
carried into execution; as what would not a 
little contribute to defeat their meaſures in per- 
verting Proteſtants, wherein they have _ ſo 
ue- 


3 
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ſuce ſsſul; but al ſo tend to leſſen their number, power 
and influence in the kingdom: For their ſedulity 
and artful contrivances, to make proſclytes to 
their religion, are notorious to all, and is a mat- 
ter of much concern to thinking proteſtants 1 
But, ſhall the prieſts and jeſuits be induſtri- 
ouſly vigilant, to concert and execute ſchemes to 
propagate and increaſe a religion moſt abominably 
corrupt, erroneous and idolatrous z and yet pro- 
teſtants uſe no endeavours, not the moſt Jawful 
and innocent, nay, juſt and neceſſary, to recommend 
a religion of the greateſt excellency, purity and 
perfection? How is ſuch a conduct worthy of, or 
becoming chriſtians, proteſtants, or Church of 
England men! ? The zeal of prieſts and jeſuits, in 
a bad cauſe, however beyond meaſure wicked 
and cruel, yet ſurely ought to ſhame our luke- 
warmneßß, and the want of a human chriſtian 
zeal in a good one. I am not recommending tha 
fiery, A ease and cruel ſpirit of the Church 
of Rome, but a rational, prudent regard for the 
purity of religious worſhip LI conviction from 
clear reaſoning, and Juſt argument, the effects of 
a mild and gentle perſwaſipn, is the only aid and 
aſſiſtance ſruſb demands; the only one I recom- 
mend ; nor is more neceſſary to defend the pro- 
teſtant cauſe ; Theſe are the %%% ſevere inſtru- 
ments, hat cauſe requires, and by them only, has 
it been hitherto maintained : And nothing can ever 
be wanting to promote ſo jzft a cauſe, bur a pru- 
dent zeal, | to put ſuch uſctul and neceſſary inſtru- 
ments in a regular and proper motion, a due and 
conſtant execution. And what period of time, 
or circumſtances more favourable: and concurring 
can poſſibly offer; for having this pious, truly 
chriſtian, and long wiſhed for deſign accompliſhed, 


than what the preſent affords ? 
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The f:{ reformation in religion, and the pro- 
greſſive ſtrp< to bring it to a more perfect ſtate, 
weic ſeveraily attempted, when the number of 
proteſtants i; the kingdom were very few, in 
compariſon of what they now are; and the proteſtant 
intereſt very inco ſiderable abroad. W hen Eng- 
land was deſtitute of ſuch powerful alliances as 
it now ſo happily enjoys: When learning was at 
a low ebb; the times then not being bl-fled with 
ſuch helps and aſſiſtances, as we now have in 
great abundance. When religion was not ſo clear- 
ly underſtood as now it is, being then clouded and 
obſcured by the rubbiſh and dregs of popiſh ſu- 
p:rſtition, artfully introduced by the crafty prieſts, 
to darken and extinguiſh the pure and divine light 
of the Goſp-l, When idolatrous notions, Pagan 
cuſtoms, irreligious practices prevailed, as nati- 
onal ſentiments, and were part of their irrational 
worſhip, in oppoſition to the revealed will of God, 
in the New Teſtament ; which recommends a re- 
ligion rational and ſolid, ſerious and charitable, 
worthy the nature and perfections of God; and 
properly adapted to the natural capacities of men, 
as free agents and reaforable creatures. 
| "Theſe were ſome of the many difficulties our 
anceſto;s had- to encounter with, when they at- 
tempted a Reforma ion in religion, and yet it did 
not deter them from the undertaking: And if our 
ſituation is ſo different from theirs, that not one of 
thoſe circumſtances atrends us z if the preſent age has 
ſuch ſuperior advantages over any former times, as it 
moſt certaialy has; it what is now recommended 
will ter:d to the glory of God, the honour of his 
Chu; ch, the propagation of his true religion, the 
digiuity and f-curity of the Church eſtabliſhed ; 
as, I hope, has been evinced. What motives 
or inducements can be urged, more engaging and 


Pre- 


(19) 

prevalent, than 7heſe are, to have it effected? 
And how inexcuſable will it be in a!l of us, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, to deſpiſ ade guct, 
or not improve and embrace an opportunity, fo 
favourable and opportune, for accompliſhing ſuch 

great ends and purpoſ:s, 
Permit me to preſs and enforce ſuch an «xcel- 
lent enterprize and deſign (till farther. . Let us, 
therefore, bring to our remembrance, the many 
bleſſings we at preſent eojoy, and the various de- 
liverances, that have been frequently affe;rded 
this Church and nation, by indulgent heaven. 
How often has the almighty moſt ſurprizingly 
reſcued us from the threatning evils of popety, 
ſlavery, and arbitrary power? How lorg con- 
tinued to us every national bleſſirg we can either 
wiſh or deſire? How temperate is our climate, 
how fruitful. our ſeaſons, and in what bur dance 
does the earth bing forth her increaſe? N ither 
famine or ſcarcity, plague or peltilerice, thoſe 
heavy judgments of the Almighty, have befallen 
us; tho? heretofore this nation has been often vi- 
ſited with them. Ever fince the revoiurion, how 
mild and equitable has been the admii iſtr io of 
our princes? How open and free our |. ws? tow 
legal and juſt, and with what lenity and incval- 
gence, have the penal ones becn exc cute? Li- 
berty and property, prace and plenty, and rhe 
free exerciſe of religious worſhip, were never en- 
Joyed in fo extenſive and ample a manner by this 
nation, as they now are. All new Jaws, that can 
promiſe and inſure caſe or bene fit to the ſubj ct, 
we have the pleaſur and ſatistaction to ſee enac- 
ted; and the abuſcs of old ones correfte:] and a- 
mended; and hall religion oaty be negletted ? 
no regard or concern expreficd tor her? 9 en- 
deavours uſed to give her lite and countenance, 
D 2 to 
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to make her appcar in her genuine light, amiable 
and deſirable by all? Shall the outward fabric be 
often beautified and adorned for the performance 
of religious worſhip, to raiſe in us a pleaſing ad- 
miration, and yet not the leaſt care be taken to 
have the worſhip itſelf, even in the moſt eſſential 
parts of it, cleanſed from ſuch errors, miſtakes, 
and abuſes, as, thro' length of time, may una- 
voidably happen, both in forms and ceremonies, 
to require ſome alteration and amendment? To 
have ſuch things rectified and redreſſed, is moſt 
reaſonable in itſelf, and reſpectful to religion, and 
would be a juſt acknowledgment, if not a grate- 
ful return to our liberal benefactor, for all his 

oodneſs and mercies towards us. In the time of 
our diſtreſs, when imminent danger approached 
us near, that we might engage the favour and 
protection of the almighty, how earneſt were our 
prayers? how Javiſh our vows and promiſes to 
do great things for religion, would heaven ſave 
us from the impending deſttruction? But, alas! 
the danger being removed, how little is the other 
thought of and remembered? For, ſince our great 
deliverance in eighty-cight, by the glorious revo- 
lution, what has been done in its favour ? 
Leet us call to remembrance the former and pre- 
ſent ſtate of the chriſtian religion in Mia, where 
It was firſt planted in its original purity, by our 
blefſed ſaviour ind his apoſtles. How the inha- 
bitants, by their careleſs negligence and abuſe of 
God's mercy, provoked him to deprive them o- 
zally of it, and then to reveal it in our Europe : 
And may we rot fear leſt he is going to deal fo 
with us, and remove the light of his bleſſed goſ- 
pel from us, to the uninhabited regions of Ame- 
%%; unletß we expreis fume greater concern and 
Litcm for it, than we have done, Indecd, were 
8 we 
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we in earneſt to do ſomething of this kind, then 
perhaps, the eftabliſhment of late begun, and ſo 
likely to ſucceed in thoſe parts, may turn out in 
mercy both to them and us. But the beſt way to 
make it a bleſſing to us both, will be to improve 
the opportunity ſuch an occaſion affords, for an 
immediate farther reformation ; that ſo the truths 
of religion, and the worſhip thereof, may at firſt 
be promulgated in thoſe diſtant and remote parts 
of the world, in the greateſt purity and perfecti- 
on, Let theſe conſiderations awaken in the minds 
of all, a ſerious and hearty inclination and endea- 
vour towards a farther reformation, Let every 
one contribute thereto by their wiſhes and prayers, 
where they cannot give any other aſſiſtance. 
Let all prejudicesand prepoſſeſſions, which are ge- 
nerally the effects of education and cuſtom, be 
?rudently abandoned and diſcarded by us: For 
this ſhould not be conſidered as a concern of a po- 
litical nature only, fince, in fact, it is the cauſe of 
truthand religion alſo, in order to our enjoying the 
ſame after a more pure and perfect manner. And 
tho? Papiſt cannot, conſiſtently with their own 
principles, join in the deſign, yet Proteſtants of 
all denominations, ought moſt heartily co engage 
in, eſpouſe, and countenance. it, And Papiſts 

ay themſelves hereafter reap ſome benefit there- 
from. And as a reformation in religion by our 
immortal quzen, the Proteſtant Elizabeth, tend- 
ed to eſtabliſh ana ſecure to her, the crown, and 
render her reign proſperous, glorious, and happy 
to herfelt and people, may we not be aſſured, 
from the reaſon of things, that the like enter- 
prize, if made by our moſt gracious ſovereign, 
would be equally ſucceſsful to eſtabliſh his 
throne in righteouſneſs, and perpetuate the Pro- 
Iſſtant religion, and the ſacceſſion of the crown 
in 
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in his royal family, to the moſt diſtant and re- 
mote ages? 

But perhaps it may be objected, that by this 
method, all the diſſenters may be brought into 
the Church of England, which ſome may not 

like. To which my Anſwer is, that I am not 
recommending any condeſcenſion towards them, 
but only a tranſlation of the bible, and review of 
the Common Prayer, in things neceſſary and want- 
ing alteration, after the model propoſed by Arch. | 
biſhop Wake; to be undertaken and effected by 
our own Biſhops and Divines, without any con- 
ſultation whatever with thoſe who diſſent from us; 
and for the benefit and advantage of our own 
Church. The alterations and improvements 
recommended by me, being ſuch, as I ap- 

prehend our Church ought to make, (with ſub- 
miſſion it is ſaid) was there not one diſſenter in 
England, for the reaſons before mentioned. In- 
deed, ſhould the conſequence be, that ſome of 
them may ſooner join in communion with us; 
let me obſerve, in the words of that excellent 
Archbiſhop before cited: As to any favour to 
the diſſenters, none is intended, but what will 
© be entirely conſiſtent with our own conſtitution z 
and I hope it will not be thought any crime, 
© for the Biſhops and Clergy of our Church, to 
be willing to enlarge its. communion, by any 
methods which may be likely to gain others, 
© and yet not injure our own eſtabliſhment.” 

In this place it may be proper to obviate and 
remove another objection I have often met with, 
againſt any alterations of this nature; namely, 
that ſuch an attempt will tacitly imply, if not 
directly acknowledge, that we have all this time 
been in an error, and which will give occaſion 
for ſome to reflect on, and reproach the Church 
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of England for her paſt conduct. But this is fo 
weak and lender an objection, againſt ſo juſt, 
reaſonable, and Chriſtian an undertaking, as not 
to deferve any anſwer. Only let me obſerve, that 
this reaſon or argument, if it be any, holds equal- 
ly concluſive againſt the reformation itſelf; againſt 
rectifying of any errors or miſtakes, even after 
the ſtrongeſt convictions of mind; againſt mak- 
ing any new acts of parliament, or repealing old 
ones, that have been found prejudicial or hurtful 
to the ſubject: and, for the ſame-reaſon, would 
we act conſiſtently, let us prohibit the ſtudy of 
divinity, of phyſic, of arts and ſciences, and re- 
ſtra im all manner of improvements in any the moſt 
uſeful parts of knowledge: nay, we may'at once 
commit to the flames the works of Locke, Boyle, 
Newton, and many other eminent writers, who 
have done ſuch ſervices to the world, by refuting 
ancient hereſies, and making very conſiderable 
diſcoveries, for the benefit and utility of man- 
kind. And if we muſt reſiſt information, act in 
direct oppoſition to our knowledge, and the dif- 
coveries made by ourſelves, or other learned men; 
if we muſt perſiſt and perſevere in our errors and 
miſtakes, for no other reaſon, but becauſe we 
may be reflected on for not being ſooner wiſe, or 
for continuing ſo long in ignorance, how juſtly 
may it be ſaid of us, that /ight is come into the 
world, and we have loved darkneſs rather than 
light, becauſe our deeds are evil, But will it not 
be a more diſcreet, manly, and chriſtian part, for 
us to look into, and examine the ſtate of religion 
with us, both as to doctrine, and the outward 
parts of worſhip; and if any errors are crept in, 
or whatever we can find out and dilcover to be 
amiſs, for to have the ſame rectified, redreſſed, and 
mended. This ſurely will be the moſt prudent 
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and eligible part, the very method we ought cer. 
tainly to purſue and take, would we acquit our- 
ſelves as honeſt men, and conſiſtent proteſtants. 

As to the ſpecimen of a review attempted, by 
me, what I have to offer in its favour, is, that [ 
have not ſpared labour nor pains, to make it as 
exact and perfect as I could. I have endeavoured 
that the language ſhould be perſpicuous, plain, 
and eaſy; and all. muſt obſerve, that I have re- 
tained as much of the preſent Liturgy, as I poſ- 
fibly could; ſo that the foundaiion ſtill remains. 
Indeed, the collects thr oughout the year. are, for 
the molt part, new compoled,. and which I have 
adapted to the ſubject matter of the epi/tle or: goſ- 
pel. But there are ſome things I would beg leave, 
and with the greateſt deference to ſubmit to the 
conſideration of thoſe in authority, wheneyer they 
in their wiſdom ſhall think proper, in a public 
way, to undertake a thing of this nature. 

In general, I would obſerve in the words of the 
judicious Mr, Hales, * Were all public forms 
of ſervice ſo framed, as that they admitted of 
* no particular private opinions, but contained 
only ſuch things in which all chriſtians do agree, 
« ſchiſms upon matters of opinion would utterly 
* vaniſh, If we conſidered all the liturgies that 
© are, or ever have been, and removed from them 
« whatſoever is offenſive to any, the event would 
be, that the public ſervice and honour of God 
would no ways ſuffer. To fill the public forms 
with private opinions, upon which men differ, 
is the moſt effectual way co perpetuate ſchiſms 
© unto the end of the world, and the putting things 
* unneceſſary into the ſervice of the Church, was 


* the firſt beginning of all ſuperſtition, Here- 


1 Tracts, p. 182, 183. : 
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with agrees the learned Biſhop $:#lingfleet . 
Were we ſo happy but to take off things grant- 
* ed unneceſſary by all, and ſuſpected by many, 
and judged unlawful! by ſome; and to make no- 
thing the bonds of our communion, but what 
* Chriſt has done, viz. one faith, one baptiſm, 
Sc. allowing a liberty for matters of indiffe- 
* rency, we might indeed be reftored to a trus 
primitive luſtre. God will one day convince 
* men, that the union of the Church lies more 
in the unity of faith and affection, than in the 
« uniformity of - doubtful rites and ceremonies. 
For it has never gone well (ſays Archbiſhop 
Fate F) with the Church of Chriſt, ſince men 
have been ſo nartow - ſpirited, as to mix the con- 
* troverſies of faith with their public forms of 
worſhip; and having made their liturgies, in- 
* flead of being offices of devotion to God, be- 
come teſts and cenſures of the opinions of their 
t bretheen? f Ad.. A 
la particular, let it be conſidered, 1. Whether 
it would not tend to raiſe a greater attention in 
the minds of the people, and a more ſerious ſenſe 
of piety and devotion, if inſtead of reading the 
pſalms promiſcuouſly, as is now done, there was, 
a proper collection made, from the whole book, 
of the moſt plain and eaſy ones, for morning and 
evening ſervice ;z it being certain, that many 
the pſalms, as now uſed, are only applicable to 
the particular circumſtances of. David, or other 
compoſers, ſome figurative, and others prophetic, 
and have no manner of relation to our times or 
condition, The ſinging pſalms alſo want great al- 


terations. 


* Jrenicum, p. 120, 121. Þ+ Serm. vol. I. p. 195. 
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2. Whether it would not be of great advan- 
rage to religion, and the purity of our worſhip, 
were the leſſons, now taken trom\Leviticus, and 
ſome other parts of the Old Teſtament, changed 
for ſuch as are practical, 1 of more general uſe 
and inſtruct ion. 

3. Whether it would not better! agree with gur 
faviour's intention, to repeat the Jord's prayer but 
once in morning and evening ſervice, and which 
ſeems to be the deſign of our r firſt reformers ; for 
the /itany and communion office were formerly 
uſed at diſtin and different times of the day, and 
then it was no repetition. But fince they are all 
joined together in one ſervice, the lord's prayer 
ſhould be omitted in all but one. And I humbly 
apprehend it would be a great improvement 'of 
our liturgy, was no part of the communion ſer- 
vice to be uſed, but at the celedrution of that ſa- 
cred ordinance.. 

4. As ſtanding or biin are ane war- 
ranted by the holy ſcriptures, and that both were 
practiſed by the ancient Fes and the primitive 
Chriſtians, it is ſubmitted, whether it may be 
neceſſary to enjoin any particular poſture, but to 
to leave indifferent in the rubrick, what is really ſo 
both in judgment and practice, and for every one 
to uſe that poſture they beſt like. 

5. As one eſſential diſtinction between Prote- 
fants and the Church of Rome, is the doctrine of 
tranſulſtantiation, and the real, corporeal pre- 
ſence of Chriſt in the lord's ſupper, both diſbe- 
lieved and rejected by the former, but embraced 
by the latter, contrary to ſcripture, truth, and 
reaſon ; whether every doubtful expreſſion in our 
public offices, that may give the leaſt countenance 
for Parts, or others, to accuſe us of embracing 
either of thoſe abſurd and moſt ridiculous erer 

ſhou 


„ 
ſhould not in reaſon be exchanged for others mor 
clear and plain, and leſs liable to objection? eſpe- 
cially as Papiſts aſſert, from ſome words in our 
communion-office and catechiſm, - that the real 
preſence is the doctrine of our Church, 
Indeed, was it true that the prieſts of the Ro- 
miſb Church could, by bleſſing ot conſecrating the 
elements of bread and wine, change them into the 
real body and blood of Chriſt, and of thoſe crea- 
tutes make God; this would be a ſingular and 
an amazing inſtance of their prieſts poſſeſſing a 
ſupernatural and divine power; and ſuch a per- 
ſuaſion, tho? falſe in itſelf, muſt naturally raiſe in 
the minds of thoſe who believe it, a high vene- 
ration for that Church, and even adoratian to its 
prieſts, who can claim and boaſt of ſuch extra- 
ordinary privileges, ſuch rays of divinity z and ſo 
Jong as popiſh prieſts are ſuppoſed to have the 
power of working miracles, by changing bread 
and wine into the body and blood of Chriſt, and 
making God of thoſe creatures, and alſo to ab- 
ſolve men of their paſt ſins, however notorious 
and criminal; and can, at the ſame time, with a 
daring aſſurance, affirm, that theſe are the pro- 
feſſed doctt ines of the Church of England; need 
any be ſurprized at the declenſion of the Prote- 
ſtant intereſt among us? becauſe each of theſe te- 
nets has a natural and powerful tendency, to ſooth 
as it were the predominant paſſions, and depraved 
1"clinations of men, eſpecially the irreligious and 
ſer.fual, the credulous and illiterate, who by ſuch 
artifices are eaſily deluded, and made diſciples to 
ſuch 'demi-god priclls, ſuch arrogant pretenders 
to power divine, If the Romiſb prieſts have pow- 
er and authority to abſolve men of their paſt fins, 
let them be as deep as ſcarlet, or exceed the ſtars 
in number, who indeed would think it neceſſary 
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(28) | 
to lead a life of virtue and religion? and is not 
this a moſt dangerous doctrine, fubverſive of mo- 


* WE | ** 
rality, and all religion, whether natural of re- 


vealed? For if theſe prieſts can pardon fins, to 
what end did the Son of God die? But ſuch are 
the popular, alluring, and political LOO of 
our Romiſh adverſaries, and too fatally ſucceſsful 


to encreale the numbers, and enlarge.the borders 


of their idolatrous, profane, and wicked Church, 

I thought it therefore highly neceſſary and ex- 
pedient to make uſe of ſuch, expreſſions in the 
communion ſervice and catechiſm, as might give 
the leaſt countenance for any to imagine the 
Church of England believed the one or other; it 
being contrary to her articles,” her own declara- 
tion, and the expreſs ſentiments of her moſt emi- 
nent Biſhops and Divines. For, DO 
The Church of England aſſures us“, That 
© tranſubſtantiation, (or the change of the ſub- 
© ftance of bread and wine in the ſupper of our 
© Lord) cannot be proved by holy writ; but is 
© repugnant to the plain words of ſcripture, over- 
< throweth the nature of a ſacrament, and hath 
given occaſion to many ſuperſtitions. The body 
of Chriſt is given, taken, and eaten in the ſa- 
t crament, only after an heavenly and ſpiritual 
manner.“ She alſo declares F, That the ſa- 
* crarnental bread and wine remain in their very 
© natural ſubſtances, and therefore may not be 
t adored, (for that were idolatry to be abhorred of 
* all faichful Chriſtians) and the natural body and 
© blood of our ſaviour Chriſt are in heaven, and 
not here; it being againſt the truth of Chriſt's 
* natural body, to be at one time in more places 
© than one.“ 

* Articles of religion, 28. 

F At the end of the communion. 
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Let us next hear what the judicious and excel - 
lent Mr. Hales obferves on the words in the com- 
munion ſervice“ . Somme ſay it is the body: of 
God, into which the bread is tranſubſtantiated; 
« ſome ſay it is the ſame: body with which the 
bread is conſubſtantiated; ſame, that the bread 
remaining what it was, there paſſes with it to 
© the ſoul, the real body of God, in a ſecret un- 
© known manner; ſome, that à further degree of 
faith is fupplied us; others, that ſome degree 
© of God's grace, whatever it be, is exhibited; 
* which otherwiſe would be wanting: all. which 
conceits muſt needs fall out (as having no other 
ground but conjecture) but weakly founded. 
© To ſettle you, therefore, in your judgment, both 
« of the thing itſelf, and of the true uſe of it, I 
vill recommend to your conſideration theſe few 
propoſitions: 1. In the communion'there is no- 
* thing given but bread and wine, 2. The bread 
and wine are /igns indeed; but not of any thing 
© there exhibited ; but of ſomewhat-given'long 
© ſince, even of Chriſt given for us upon the croſs. 
« 2, Jeſus Chriſt is eaten at the communion table 
© in no ſenſe; neither ſpiritually, by virtue of any 
© thing done there; nor really; neither metapbo- 
* rically; nor literally. Indeed, that which is 
© eaten, I mean the bread, is called Chriſt by a 
* metaphor; but it is eaten truly and properly 
« bread. - Laſtly, the uſes and ends of. the /ord's 
© ſupper, can be no more than ſuch as are men- 
tioned in the ſcriptures, and they are but two. 
1 The commemoration of the death and paſſion of 
* the ſon of God, ſpecified by himſelf at the in- 
© ſtiturion of the ſacrament: 2. To teſtify our 
union with Chriſt, and communion one with an- 
other; which St. Paul hath taught us.“ 


* Trafts, duod. 1721. p. 36, 37. Sh 
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And Archbiſſiop Wake, thus expreſſes himſclf 
on the Church Catechifm * ; are che body and 
blood of Chriſt really * diſtributed to every 
* communicant in this ſacrament ? No; they are 
not. That which is given by the prieſt to the 
© conjmunicant, is, as to its nature, the /ame af. 
ter the; conſecration, that it was before; viz. 
cz read add wine, only altered as to its figrifica- 
© tion. And on another occaſion F : The. cle- 
ments are not altered, they continue not only 
© after conſecration, but in the very receiving of 
© them, the ſame they were before; bread aud 
wine, without any bodily ſubſtance beſides, 
either veiled under the appearance, or received 
* together with them.“ And ſo writes the learned 
Biſhop Patrick t; the bread and wine remain 
read and wine, after the ſanctifying them: 
< they are bread and wine in their ſubſtance, and 
© the body and blood of Chriſt in the ſpiritual uſe 
© to which they are appointed.” , 
The good and pious Biſhop Fleetwood, aſſures 
us, that the Church of England | knows no ho- 
* dily preſence, nor any change of the bread and 
© wine, into the natural body and blood of Chriſt. 
© — Toſay the bread and wine, after conſecrati- 
© on, become the true natural body and blood of 
« Chriſt, is to deſtroy the very nature of the ſa- 
« crament z and to make the ſign to be the thing 
ſignified. For, if the bread and wine be ſub- 
« ſtantially-changed into the body and blood of 
© Chriſt, then is the ſign loſt ; becauſe there is no 
« bread and wine remaining; which is not only 
* contrary to ſenſe, but to the very nature of a 
At o « ſacra» 


 ® Tradts, duod. p. 163. + Serm. vol. I. p. 291, 
1 Chriſtian Sacrifice p. 57, „ 
F Reaſonable Communicant, p. 14. 15, 
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« ſacrament; As therefore, in the ſacrament of 
* +apttſm, the water remains ſtill true and natural 
water, after its ſanctification, to the myſtical 
waſhing away of ſin; ſo do the creatures of 
bread and wine, remain ſtil] true and natural 
bread and wine, after the conſecration of them, 
to the end and uſe appointed by Chriſt“ 

And the learned Dr. Clark judiciouſly ob- 
ſerves ®, that the bread and wine, are not them- 
0 ſelves, literally, the body and blood of Chriſt ; 
but the inward thing ſignified by thoſe outward 
* ſymbols, is the body and blood of Chriſt, juſt 
as in the ſacrament of baptiſm ; the being im- 
* merſed in water, is not it ſelf the death and bu- 
« rial of Chriſt, but only an outward ſign; the 
* inward thing fignified, thereby is, the being 
buried with Chriſt in his death. And the body 
and blood of Chriſt, is, verily and indeed, taken 
and received by the faithful in the Lord's ſupper; 

* juſt, in the ſame manner, as perſons baptized, 

do verily and indeed die, and are baptized with 
« Chrift, No man was ever fo abſurd, as to un- 
© derſtand the one literally; and there is no more 
© reaſon to underſtand the other ſo : But by both, 
emen are intitled, if they be worthy receivers, 
© to the ſpiritual benefits, purchaſed by Chriſt's 
death.“ But, however. favourable the interpreta- 
tion given by Dr. Clark, of the words in the 
Church catechiſm may be eſteemed, to vin- 
dicate our Church, from expreſſing a. belief of 
the real preſence; yet, I hope, the exprefſion 
there uſed will hereafter be changed; to prevent the 
ill conſtruction put thereon, by 8 
of the Romiſb perſwaſion. 

t. woulu be endleſs to produce all the authorities 
{could name, that agree with thoſe already men- 


tioned: 
* 17th Serm. p. 257. 
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tioned: If any are deſirous to conſider the ar- 
ument more fully, let me refer them to Arch- 
biſhop Tillotſon, and Biſhop Coxen ts treatiſes 

of tranſubſtantiation; and Biſhop Burne!'s ex 
ſition on the XXVIIth article of religion. = 
permit me to add the words of Dr. Clart on 

the occafion®: * Had not the church of Rome, b 
a »prodigious and incredible ſuperſtition taught, 
that the bread and wine were changed into the 
© ſubſtance of the body and blood of Chriſt ; I 
« ſuppoſe, it would never upon reading; the words 
of the inſtitution, have entred into the ĩmagina- 
tion of any perſon in his ſenſes, that they were 
© to be. underſtood. otherwiſe than hguratively ; 
any more than ſtyling himſelf the door, the vine, 
or the like: Which paſſages no man ever miſun- 
« derftood : And yet the manner of expreſſion is 
© the very ſame, as when he ſaid, this is my body, 
© But when once men give themſelves up to follow 
. *. blindly, and implicitly blind guides; or. which 
is worſe, guides that are not blind; there can 
, nothing be invented ſo abſurd, nothing ſo ido- 

* latrous, nothing ſo profane, but may by a ſtron 

deluſion, be made a neceſſary and — 
« part of religion.“ I hope, then, I have ſuffi- 
ciently vindicated my adding the words, bread 
and wine, after conſecration, when the fame is 
diſtributed to the communicants. | 
As to the real preſence, after a ſincere and wopre- 
judiced inquiry, into its true meaning, I muſt de- 
clare the reſult thereof to be, that it appears to 
me, as difficult to be underſtood, as' Fran- 
ſubſtantiation : And however artfully dreſſed out 
in other words, is one and the ſame thing. Our 
ſaviour, as to his divinity, is ſurely every where 


preſent ; but the term uſcd to expreſs it by on 
other 
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tber occaſions, is omnipreſence, = not real pre- 
ſence : And if no more be meant *& the expreſſi - 


on, the diſpute 1s only about wor But then 
why is the term real preſence in that ſenſe, and 
not omnipreſence, ſingularly applied to the ſac ra- 
ment, and not in any other part of divine worſkip ? 
If the real preſence of Chriſt in the facrament, 
is in any other ſenſe than as God, it can only be 
corporally as to his body: For the real preſence 
of any perſon is, according to the common rules 
of ſpeech, one that is truly, and really, and bodily 
preſent at ſuch a time and place, And can there 
be any medium between the divine and corporal 
preſence of Chriſt ? If not, and that he is more 
then as to his divine nature preſent at the ſacra- 
ment; then there is no difference between !ran- 
ſubſtantiation, and the real preſence. The belief 
of either, as alſo that the bread and wine are at 
the ſame inſtant, the body and blood of Chriſt, 
and no way changed 1n their ſubſtances, are noti- 
ons moſt abſurd and abominable ; contrary to 
ſcripture, truth, reaſon, and all our ſenſes. 

The Lord's ſupper was molt certainly inſtituted, 
that we might keep in remembrance the great 
love of our bleſſed Saviour in dying for us: And 
bread and wine were appointed to be uſed, as 
emblems or ſymbols of his body and blood; hut 
not to be the thing it ſelf, in ſimilitude or otherwiſe. 
The broken bread, very aptly to remind us of his 
body broken, and the wine of his moſt precious 
blood ſhed for us, both well adapted to the in- 
tention, uſes and purpoſes, for which they were 
deſigned : But no way neceſſary, or even practi- 
cable, for the bread and wine to change their 
natures, and become really the very body ang 
blood of Chriſt, The mind, indeed, ar 7 fach 
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634 
times, ought to be exerciſed with ſentiments of 
thankfulneſs, love and gratitude, to our bleſſed 
Saviour, for humbling himſelf to the death of 
the croſs, to redeem ſinful men; with pious 
thoughts and devout meditations on his ſufferings, 
paſſion and cruel death. But theſe are what the 
holy action itſelf will naturally excite in us, with- 
out the neceſſity of ſuppoſing Chriſt's body to be 
really preſent, in any manner whatever: As well 
as the Jets can commemorate the deliverance of 
the firſt-born of their fore-fathers, when they eat 
their paſſover, without thinking of any change 
in what they uſe, as a repreſentation thereof, 
And yet, this is the Lord's paſſover, are words 
as full and expreſs for them, to have imagined a 


change in their paſſover; as, his is my body can 


to chriſtians imply any change of the elements, of 
bread and wine, into the body and blood of 
Chriſt. But this was, and is, an abſurdity too 
groſs for Fews, tho* not for ſome Chriſtians to 
believe. 

Let us then away with this ridiculous popiſh di- 
ſtinction; let us baniſh it from our iſle, or leave it 
only for thoſe among us to believe, whoſe Church 
lirſt introduced it; to raiſe the power and ambition 
of their knaviſh and deſigning prieſts. It was art- 
fully brought in by them, to make the deluded laity 
think, they had a power of working miracles 
thereby to extend the credit and influence of their 
crafty and political religion. But bleſſed be 
God, their fallacy, and wicked ſtratagems, take 
not with all; for many proteſtants ſee the weak- 


neſs of their pretenſions : They ſee, and know, 


that their miraculous power 1s mere deluſion, 
For the bread and wine, after all the fooliſh fap- 
peries they can uſe to deceive, ſtill remain what it 
was before, without any change into Chriſt's _ 
TE an 
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and blood. But it was not ſo in all true miracles. 
Our Saviour's evidently appeared to the ſenſes of 
all who ſaw them, to be real miracles : The wa- 
ter became wine; the loaves and fiſhes were mul- 
tiplied; the blind had their ſight reſtored ; the 
lame walked, and the dead were raiſed. But 
with all the conjuring arts of the Romiſþ prieſts, 
they cannot work any change or alteration in the 
elements, to make it Chriſt's real body and blood; 
or otherwiſe than what it is, true and real bead 
and wine: And to the truth of which, all our 
ſenſes give teſtimony. - Indeed, I have been in- 
formed, that the conſecrated wafer, their created 
god, hath poiſoned an emperor : A ſingular in- 
ſtance this of their miraculous power of franſub- 
ſtantiation ! 

And, now, permit me to conclude all, with 
an exhortation ſuitable to the occaſion ; If man. is 
made in the image of God, endued with facul- 
ties, capable of diſtinguiſhing truth from error, 
virtue from vice; and that the perfection of his 
nature conſiſts in a due conformity to the rules of 
right reaſon, whether diſcovered by the light of 
nature, or aſſiſted therein by revelation; both 
which are abundantly afforded us. If there 
is any truth, in natural and revealed religion; any 
regard to be had, either to the reward of virtue, 
or the puniſhment of vice; of both which we 
have a moſt certain aſſurance. How ought the 
conſideration moſt powerfully to engage and in- 
Auence us to a ferious attention, a fixed reſolution 
and ſincere endeavour, to conform our lives agree- 
ably to God's holy will revealed tO Us, and there by 
anſwer the deſign of our creation ? 

Let all of us then, by a conſtant, regular, and 
uniform compliance with the dictates of right rea- 
lon, and the more expreſs declaration of God's 
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will revealed in the ſcriptures, as far as the im- 
perfections of our nature will admit of, diſcharge 
the ſeveral duties required of us. Let us be — 
neſt, ſober, and temperate; chaſte, pure, and 
virtuous; charitable, good - natured, and compaſ- 
ſionate; let us do juſtice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with our God. Then ſhall we act ſuit- 
ably to our nature, agreeably to our holy profeſ- 
ſion, and as created, dependent, and uncertain 
beings ought to do. Such an upright, chriſtian 
conduct and behaviour will procure happineſs to 
ourſelves; great bencfit and advantage to others 
It will tender us amiable and delighttul objects in 
the ſight of God; and make us, in ſome degree, 
to reſemble him after whoſe image we are made, 
and whoſe imitable perfections. it is our duty and 
intereſt to copy, in order to ſecure his bleſſing 
and favour, both here and hereafter. 

Thole who miniſter in holy things, know it to 
be their indiſpenſable duty, not only to defend 
the truths of religion, by their preaching and wri- 
tings, but alſo to recommend the ſame by a pious 
and virtuous life. They well know, the moſt 
weighty reaſons and arguments that can be of- 
fered in its favour, without living conformably 
thereto, will ever prove ineffectual to influence 
the minds of others, to a practicable obſervance 
of its rules and precepts. For who will think 
that perſon fincere in declaring things to be true, 
and of neceflity to be believed, when the actions 
and conduct of his life, are contrary and repug- 
owe to the truths he recommends to others, 

he laity do, or ſhould know, their obliga- 
tions to a ſupreme being, and io one another, 
better, than to think nn excuſed from 
pertu1 ming te necellary duties of religion, be- 
cout an cemple may de ſometimes wanting if 


2 thoſe, 
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thoſe, who by their holy profeſſion, are required to 
lead a life, the moſt exact and perfect they poſſibly 
can; as well for their own ſake, as for the imi- 
tation of others. But let the lairy ſtill remember 
that crimes are perſonal, and will be ſo puniſhed 
hereafter, as well as virtue rewarded, And let 
each conſider, that tho? the truths of our. holy re- 
ligion are ſufficiently vindicated, by many inge- 
nious and learned perſons, from the cavils and 
objections of deiſts and infidels, yet that will ne- 
ver be ſufficient to convince them, unleſs the lives 
of chriſtians are, in the general, free from excep- 
tion, and correſpondent to the doctrines and pre- 
cepts of the religion which they profeſs. Herein 
both clergy and laity are mutually concerned; 
for matters of ſpeculation only, will not be the 
criterion, at the laſt day, how we have diſcharged 
our duty; but God will then judge every man 
according to that he hath done; whether it be 
good or evil: and then the faults of either will 
excuſe neither from the puniſhment deſerved ; 
no more than the good and virtuous actions of the 
one or other, will avail to procure a reward for 
the wicked of either, To regulate therefore our - 
lives and converſations by the laws of Chriſt, will 
be a reſolution becoming the character and pro- 
ſeſſion of all chriſtians, whether clergy or laity : 
this wall at once Jay the ax to the root of the tree, 
an i»f1:1iry would then, like a muſhroom, or 
the morning dew, foon ceaſe and diſappear among 
us. And as nothing can ſo much tend to raiſe in 
the minds of all people, a true ſenſe of piety and 
religion, as a fcrious and devout application to 
almighty God in our prayers, both public and 
private; fo the more eaſy, plain, and heavenly 
our liturgy, ard forms of divine worſhip are, the 


more 


31 
more intenſe will be our minds, the more inflamed 
' our affections, and the more ſucceſsful, it may be 
preſumed, will our petitions be to the throne of 
grace; and the deſign here recommended, muſt, 
it is hoped, have a great tendency to promete ſuch - 
$00 1 ends and * 
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O write an eflay, recommending a re- 

view of the Common Prayer, may 
need no apology; but for a private hand to 
attempt it, may be thought preſumption: 
The author, therefore, begs leave to aſſure 
the reader, that what be has-been adviſed 
to publiſh, is done with all due reverence and 
ſubmiſſion to thoſe in authority; and that 
neither pride, nor a yain efteem of his own 
abilities, had any ſhare in giving it birth ; 
but the ſole motive and inducement thereto, 
was, a ſerious regard to the purity of reli- 
gious worſhip, and the honour and dignity 
of the Church eſtabliſhed. 

Indeed, by offering a ſpecimen of a litur- 
gy to the public, he hopes to remove an ob- 
jection, that ſome may poſſibly make, who, 
from the recommendation of a review in ge- 
neral, might imagine, that the ſubſtance and 
nature of the preſent ſervice, would be to- 
tally loſt, or greatly endangered. But who- 
ever will peruſe this ſpecimen without pre- 
judice, and impartially weigh and conſider, 
to what perfection the liturgy might be 
brought by abler heads, and yet the founda- 
tion preſerved, muſt be ſatisfied, that ſuch 


a 
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apprehenſions are without reaſon, And how 
will poſterity vegerate and extol the preſent 
age, for their wiſdom and piety, when they 
compare and obſerve the difference. 

It this ſpecimen of a review has any ad- 
vantage, either with regard to method, mat- 
ter, or language, above the preſent form of 
Common Prayer, it may tend, by God's 
bleſſing, to excite an inclination in our go- 
vernors, to have that reviewed, and a new 
liturgy eſtabliſhed ; by which the author's 
intention will be effectually anſwered. And 
as he diſclaims all pretenſions in this per- 
formance, that can, in the leaſt meaſure, be 
thought to intrench on the juſt rights and 
powers of his ſuperiors, he hopes none can 
be offended; and is perſwaded, that the in- 
genuous, charitable, and pious of every de- 
gree, will be ſparing in their cenſure and 
reflection on the undertaking ; ſince his only 
aim in making it public, is, to give man- 
kind ſome idea of the reaſonableneſs and ne- 
ceſſity of the attempt, in hopes that thoſe 
who are in authority may be induced to en- 
gage in the work, and thereby bring our li- 
turgy to a much greater perfection than what 
it appears in at preſent. 

As this declaration is made with great 
truth and ſincerity, he doubts not but every 
judicious, impartial, and good-natured per- 
ſon, who has religion at heart, will pardon, 
and filently paſs over, any inadvertent miſ- 
take, or involuntary error, that in the exe- 
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cution of a deſign ſo nice and difficult, may 
be found; and which, to render perfect, is, 
in the nature of the thing, impoſſible ; nor, 
conſidering the variety of ſentiments, diffe- 
rent tempers, humours, and paſſions of men, 
can it be expected it ſhould pleaſe all. But 
I proceed to take ſome notice of the method 
obſerved by me, in the following ſpecimen 
of a liturgy. 

The morning and evening ſervice begins 
with a ſolemn exhortation, to be ſaid by the 
miniſter; wherein the attributes of God, 
and the excellencies of his all- perfect nature, 
are briefly declared, and expreſſed in the 
very words of ſcripture, So ſerious and aw- 
ful an introduction, will naturally tend to 
excite in the minds of all devout worſhip- 
pers, a due attention to what they are about; 
and the conſideration, that they are in the 
preſence of a Being, ſo infinitely powerful 
and tremendous, cannot fail to rouze and 
awaken in them, a circumſpect and decent 
behaviour, And it is hoped, that every ex- 
preſſion is appoſitely calculated for that pur- 


poſe. 


Then is to be offered up a ſhort prayer, 
preparatory to the confeſſion of fin, and pe- 
tition for pardon, which immediately fol- 
low. Indeed, the author of the chriſtian 
liturgy, quoted in the preface to the eſſay, 
contends much for the uſe of praiſe and 
thankſgiving, previous to our confeſſion of 
fin, and has compoſed his liturgy agreeably 

G 2 thereto: 


A 
thereto: but as we are ſeldom free from of. 
fending almighty God, either by our fins of 
omiſſion or commiſſion ; and as it ſeems 
molt reaſonable to aſk and implore pardon 
and forgiveneſs, before we preſume to re- 
turn thanks for mercies received; I have, 
therefore, in conformity to our excellent 
Church, placed the thankſgiving- prayer the 
laſt of all. After the confeſſion, is a decla- 
tion of pardon, (not abſelution of ſins) ac- 
cording to the goſpel terms 

And hoping for God's forgiveneſs on our 
true repentance; then, and not before, ſhould 
we praiſe and magnify the Lord; to that 
purpoſe; a ſuitable hymn is compoſed from 

the pſalms. And, in order to give the mind 
ſome little eaſe, by a new and diffeient en- 
tertainment, then is recommended the read- 
ing ſome pſalms, to be ſelected; alſo the ten 
commandments and leſſons; the moſt in- 
ſtructive and practical that can be choſen out 
of the holy ſcriptures. And that people 
may be rightly prepared to hear God's holy 
word and commandments; there is a ſhort 
exhortation directed to be uſed, previous 
thereto; after Which, follows a new Te De- 
um: For, as the revelation of God's will in 
the old and new teſtament, is a wonderful 
inſtance of his love and mercy to the chil- 
dren of men, in thereby affording them fo 
much greater tight and aſſiſtance, than man- 
kind had before, to know and perform their 
duty; we can do no leſs than exult on 
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the occaſion, and praiſe our good God for 
it, Here, therefore, I think that hymn 
ought to be placed: And, that the people 
might have juſt ſentiments of the ineſtimable 


value of the holy ſcriptures, then is directed 


a ſhort, but pertinent exhortation, inducing . 
them highly to regard thoſe ſacred oracles. 
Next. comes the creed, as an abſtract, or epi- 
tome, of a chriſtian's faith. 

The Athanafian creed having occaſioned 
much controverſy, inſtead of that, I have 
preſumed to inſert a new one, which, I hum- 
bly apprehend, cannot be liable to any ob- 
jection ; or, in its room, the Nicene, or 


' apoſtles creed might be uſed. I am ſenfible 


how delicate and tender a point it is, to at- 
tempt the framing any creed, ſo as to meet 
with a general approbation; and my only 
view in publiſhing this, is, if poſſible, to 
moderate and reconcile our differences, 
which nothing is ſo likely to effect, as to 
have the public liturgy of the church, as free 
from objection as may be. I mean not to 
procure peace, at the expence of giving up 
any one article of faith, or any received doc- 
trine of our church, and which I hope none 
will aecuſe me of, who read and conſider, 
without prejudice, this ſpecimen of a liturgy, 
And I can, with the greateſt truth and fin- 
cerity, declare, that I believe the doctrine 
of the Trinity, as expreſſed in the above 
creeds. But, in juſtice to a very ingenious 
worthy clergyman of the Church of Eng- 

f IRE land, 


. 

land, I muſt acknowledge my ſelf highly 
obliged, and indebted to him, for the creed 
now publiſhed ; as indeed, I am for many 


other judicious corrections of the liturgy, 


and which, I hope, will render this- ſpe- 
cimen, in fome degree, more exact and 
perfect, than the former was. 

We having confeſſed our fins to almighty 
God, and humbly implored the pardon of 


them; heard his holy word read, and pro- 
feſſed the principles of our faith; it is in the 


next place moſt fit and reaſonable, that we 
ſhould pray for the aid of God's grace, to 
enable us to perform our ſeveral duties; 
for the continuance of ſuch future bleſſings 
as we ſtand in need of; for protection from all 
ſad caſualties, and evil accidents; and then 
to offer up our prayers and ſupplications for 
thoſe in authority, and our hearty interceſſi- 
ons for all mankind. And there are collects 
properly adapted for all ſuch occaſions: Af- 
ter which is a thankſgiving. prayer for all 
God's mercies. And it being my opinion, 
that the people ought to bear a part in the 
public worſhip, there are many ſhort peti- 
tions for that purpoſe, to be alternately ſaid 
by the miniſter and them; beſides the part 
they bave in the pſalms, hymns and litany : 
But I would by no means have them repeat 
aloud the confeſſion or Lord's prayer, which 
gives great interruption to the devotion of 
others. „ | 
I need only obſerve as to the litany, that 

it 
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it is compoſed as near as poſſible, in imitati- 


on of the form now uſed ; only the breaks 
and reſponſes are not ſo many, and, I hope, 
the whole is much improved. The altera- 


tions in the communion ſervice, and the 


collects, muſt ſpeak for themſelves. Want- 
ing room for all the offices, I have only gi- 
ven a ſpecimen of ſome, in particular that of 
baptiſm * ; and for the others, muſt refer to 
thoſe formerly publiſhed by me. But then 
as to week days, unleſs in cathedrals and col- 
leges, it may be very expedient to abridge the 
ſervice; that thereby the people may diſ- 
charge their duty to God, without neglecting 


the buſineſs of their reſpective callings. And 


this may be done, by omitting the pſalms 
and leflons ; and only uſing the exhortation, 
confeffion, hymns and prayers, appointed 
for the morning and evening ſervice ; and 
on Wedneſdays and Fridays the litany with 
the. thankſgiving. . 

As this liturgy is prepared, after the mo- 
del of what is now eſtabliſhed, and that I 
have deviated as little from it, as the nature 


of my deſign would permit: I hope, it 


will, for that reaſon, be more agrecable to 
the members of our Church, without cen- 
ſuring the attempt, becauſe it is nice and 
critical; ar accuſing the author of preſump- 
tion and vanity z who is well aſſured in his 


on account of the Clergyman's Letter, annexed ; 
and in Regard to the Solidity of his Reaſonings. 
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own mind, that there are but few perſons of 
diſcernment, who are governed by truth 
and reaſon, and have juſt principles of re- 
ligion, but what in their own private ſenti- 
ments, do moſt heartily wiſh for a review 
and improvement of -the liturgy. . I ſhould 
think my ſelf exceedingly happy, could this 
ſpecimen of mine have any tendency toinſpire 
our governors, with that true chriſtian zeal 
and reſolution, which is worthy of ſo lau- 
dable an undertaking ; And heartily pray, 
that the God of heaven, will, in his our 
day incline them to it; and bleſs their 

endeavours, 3.50 
To undertake a tranſlation of the Bible, 
and to improve the liturgy, by altering and 
amending where neceſſary or, expedient, 
ſeems to me to be yery caſy, and no way 
difficult. Indeed, there are ſome who 
would inſinuate, that this cannot be at- 
tempted, without the convocation concur- 
ring therein: Which others think may be 
attended with bad conſequences, as it may 
be a means of creating diſſention, and new 
diviſions among us. To which I thus 
anſwer, that ſhould this be really the caſe, 
yet ſuch incidental evils, as may poſſibly 
happen, might, 1 hope, be eaſily prevent- 
ed; if it ſhould pleaſe His Majeſty, as his 
anceſtors frequently did, to iſſue out his 
royal commiſſion, to a certain number of 
his biſhops, and other eminent divines, 
for that purpoſe ; and then to have both 
| the 
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the new tranſlation and liturgy, eſtabliſhed 


by a& of parliament. Has not our moſt 
gracious ſovereign the ſame royal preroga- 
tive, and legal power, to do this now, as 
his predeceſſors formerly had, and frequently 
cxerciſed ? Are not our biſhops,” and can 
we not find many among our. numerous 
clergy, endued with as great learning, abi- 
lities and integrity, as thoſe of former times, 
who were employed in the very fame de- 
ſign? Nor ought it to be ſuggeſted, that our 
preſent biſhops and clergy, who are emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed for their piety and mo- 
deration, as well as their learning, have leſs 
inclination to promote and carry on, a far- 
ther reformation in the Church, than their 
reforming predeceflors had, who have often 
attempted it, and happily ſucceeded therein ? 
But, indeed, that they do not propoſe it; 
that they do not endeavour after it, with a 
ſpirit worthy of their ſacred character, af- 
fords matter of wonder and concern, with 
great deference I mention it, to many con- 
ſiderate and judicious perſons, who are 
members of, and ſincerely well affected to 
our moſt excellent Church. 

Whoever is againſt a review in general, 
or would be carping at, and cenſuring this 
ſpecimen, let me defire him, carefully to 
peruſe the preface that our learned tranſla- 
tors of the Bible, prefixed thereto; which 
contains the ſentiments of forty ſeven the 
moſt eminent divines of the age; and, mu- 
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tatis mutandis, is equally applicable to a 
review of the Common Prayer at this time. 
I would leave with the reader the follow- 
ing paragraph ; which, whether he be of 
the candid or of the more cenſorious diſpo- 
ſition, may well deſerve his notice and ſeri- 
ous thought. 
© Zeal to promote the common good, 
© whether it be by deviſing any thing our- 
© ſelves, or reviſing that which hath been 
© laboured by others, deſerveth certainly 
* much reſpect and eſteem ; but yet findeth 
© but cold entertainment in the world. It 
© is welcomed with ſuſpicion, inſtead of 
© love; and with emulation, inſtead of 
© thanks: and if there be any hole for cavil 
© to enter, and cavil if it do not find a hole 


will make one, it is ſure to be miſconſtrued ; 


© and in danger of being condemned.” 

The author begs leave to add, that if he 
has inadvertently committed any error or 
miſtake, that ought to be rectified and cor- 
rected, he ſhall be highly obliged to any 
kind, ingenious and judicious perſon, that 
will be ſo friendly as to inform him thereof, 
with temper and candor ; and which ſhall 


be altered and amended, ſhould there be 


a call for another impreſſion. 


THE 


ORDER for Morning Prayer. 


A preparatory prayer, to be ſaid by the people 
in private. 

Moſt gracious God, we beſeech thee to 
() prepare our hearts for thy more imme- 
| diate ſervice. Unite and compoſe our 
thoughts, that we may pay thee the proper wor- 
ſhip and homage of reaſonable men and chriſti- 
ans, Grant that our confeſſions of fin may be 
humble and pe.itent, our prayers and praiſes ſin- 
cere and fervent; and let the words of our mouths 
truly expreſs the inward deſires of our ſouls, 
Give a bleſſing on thy word, and make it effec- 
tual to the reformation of our lives: And be 
pleaſed to accept of our imperfect ſervices, thro? 
the merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Ds 


_— 


The miniſter ſpall thus begin, 


I. 
N order to our worſhipping God after a right 


manner, we muſt not only believe that RE IS, 
but that his perfect ions are infinite: That he is a 
rewarder of ſuch as carefully ſerve him, and will 
take vengeance on thoſe who do not obey him, 
and keep his commandments, 
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God is the creator, preſerver, and governor of 


all things; the heavens declare his glory, and the 
firmament ſheweth his handy-works. By him 


were all things created that are in heaven, or on 


the earth, viſible and inviſible; for he ſpake, and 
they were made, he commanded, and they were 
created. He formed the ſpirit of man, and cre- 
ated us for his glory. Hz« is our preſerver and 
defence, who keepeth our ſouls in life, and will 
be our guide unto death. In him we live, move, 
and have our being, and by the word of his 
power all things are ſuſtained. Whatſoever the 
Lord pleaſeth, that doth he in heaven and on 
earth, in the ſeas, and all deep places. He giv- 
eth wiſdom to the wiſe, and knowledge to men 


of underſtanding. He maketh the rich and the 


poor, for riches and honour come from him. He 
ringeth down to the grave, and raiſeth up again; 


for unto him belongs the power of life and dcath. 


God is a ſpirit, eternal, immortal, inviſible, 
whom no man hath ſeen, or can ſee. His days 
are not as the days of man, nor can the number 
of his years be found out; for a thouſand years 
are to him but as one day. Before ever the moun- 
tains were brought forth, or he had formed the 
world, even from everlaſting to everlaſting, he 
is God. 
II. 
HUS faith the high and lofty one, who 


inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy, I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him alſo 
that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, to revive 
the ſpirit of the humble and penitent; for I will 
not contend for ever, neither will I be always 
angry. But if the wicked will turn from all his 
{11s, that he hath committed, and will do what is 
lawful 
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lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not 


diez none of his'many tranſgreſſions ſhall be re- 
membered, for I have no pleaſure, ſaith God, in 
the death of the wicked, but would rather they 
ſhould turn from their wickedneſs, and live, 

If we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive our. 
ſelves, and the truth is not in us; but if we con. 
feſs our ſins, and forſake them, God is faithful 
and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and to be merci- 
ful to us. | a 


The Exhortat ion. 


Early beloved brethren, we are now aſſem- 
bled together, before Almighty God our 
heavenly father, the great creator and ſupreme 
governor of the world, to humble ourſelves for 
the many ſins we have committed againſt his di- 
vine majeſty; to return him thanks and praiſe for 
the great and innumerable benefits he hath gra- 
ciouſly beſtowed upon us; to hear his moſt holy 
word; and to beſeech him to grant us all ſuch 
things as are requiſite and neceſſary, both for our 
ſouls and bodies. And becauſe the ſcriptures, in 
many places, exhort us to acknowledge and con- 
fels our fins, to the end we may obtain the par- 
don and forgiveneſs of them, thro' his infinite 
goodneſs and mercy z let us, therefore, with an 
humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart, 
truly and faithfully confeſs and lament them, that 
we may eſcape thoſe puniſhments which we have 
moſt juſtly deſerved, —W herefore I moſt earneſt- 
ly intreat all who are here preſent, ro compoſe 
their hearts and minds, and to offer up their 
prayers unto Almighty God, with great ſeriouſ- 
nels and devotion. 


Let 
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Let us pray. 
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Lmighty God, the creator, preſerver, and 
governor of the world, unto whom all 
hearts be open, all deſires known, and from 
- whom no ſecrets are hid; give us grace, we be- 
ſ-ech thee, ſo humbly to confeſs our fins and of- 
fences, - that we may obtain the pardon and for- 
giveneſs of them. And mercifully aſſiſt us with 
thy Holy Spirit, in this our duty, that our prayers 
and praiſes may be accepted by thee, thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lad. Amen. 
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A Conf 9 on of ſm, and 8 for pardon. 


Lmighty God and moſt merciful Father, 
we humbly confeſs, that we have greatly 
ſinned againſt thee, by following the wicked in- 
clinations of our vain - anc! deceitful hearts. We 
have in many inſtinc:s olliniued thee, our God, 
by our thoughts, words, and actions. We have 
careleſly om1uted to do the good things which thou 
haft commanded z and have wiltul'y committed 
many evil things which thou haſt forbidden; and 
have ſo highly provoked thy divine Miclty, that , 
we are not worthy to be called thy children. But, 
O Lord, we do earneſtly repent, and are heartily 
forry for all our paſt offences. Have mercy up- 
on us miſcrable ſinners, and according to the mul- 
titude of thy tender mercies, pardon and forgive 
us all our fins; and of thy great goodneſs, re- 
ſtore us again to thy favour : And grant, that we 
may not fo depend upon thy mercy, as to de- 
ſpiſe thy power and Juſtice z but let thy patience 
and forbearance excite in us a more diligent care 
for the future. Grant that thy gracious aſſiſtance 
may 
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may ſo concur with our endeavours, to repent and 
amend our lives, that the remainder of our days 
being pure and holy, we may, at our departure 
hence, enter into eternal glory, thro? the merits 
and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


A Declaration to be made by the Miniſter, 


UR moſt gracious God, the Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, having in his holy word, 
commanded his Minifters to declare to all people, 
that he is ready and willing to pardon and for- 
give all them who ſincerely belicve his holy Goſ- 
pel, and are truly penitent; I therefore beſeech 
you to conſider your paſt ways, and return unto 
the Lord, who will have mercy upon you, and 
pardon your treſpaſſes; who will confirm and 
ſtrengthen you in all goodneſs, and at laſt bring 
you to his eternal kingdom, thro? Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


Min. O God, mercifully forgive the ſins of 
thy people. 

Peop. O Lord have mercy upon us, for our 
hope is only in thee, 

Min. Let us now praiſe the Lord our God. 

Peop. We will laud and magnify his holy name. 


Then repeat this Hymn. 
E praiſe thee, O Lord, for thou art gra- 


cious, and thy mercy endureth for ever. 
We will declare thy wonderful works, and fin 
praiſes unto thy name, O thou moſt higheſt, 
The Lord is infinitely great and powerful, an 
abſolute king over all his creatures. 
By his word, the heavens and earth were made, 


the deepeſt parts and higheſt mountains. 
- It 
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It is he that made us, and not we ourſelves, we 
are both created and redeemed by him. 

O Give thanks unto the Lord, all nations of 

the earth, praiſe and adore him with joy and 
gladneſs. 

I will praiſe the Lord, with my whole heart, 
ſecretly among the faithful, and in the congrega- 


tion. 

For the Lord is infinite in power and 

" neſs 3 his mercy and truth are ſhewn to all gene. 
rations. 
O therefore, worſhip and adore his di vine ma- 


jeſty, and with humble revcrence acknowledge 
him to be the Lord. 


Praiſed be the Land daily, who helpeth us, and 
continually beſtoweth his benefits upon us. 

Min. Glory be to the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, the only one one God. 


Peop. All praiſe be given unto thee, 0 _ 
b:th now and evermore. 


Or this Hymn. 
Give thanks unto the Lord, for he is gra- 


cious, and his mercy endureth for ever. 

Let them give thanks whom the Lord hath re- 
deemed from the hand of the enemy. 

I will thank thee, O God, for thou haſt heard 
me; and art become my ſalvation. 

The ſame ſtone which the builders refuſed, is 
become the head ſtone in the corner. 

The merciful and gracious Lord, hath ſo done 
his marvellous works; that they ought to be had 
in continual remembrance. . 


He ſent redemption unto his people, and will 
be ever mindful of his covenant. 

O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord, 
* his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to 
the children of men. 


: "+ * 


(49) 
Let us be thankful for all his benefits; and with 
ſongs of thankſgiving, bleſs his holy name. 
Glory be to the Father, &c. 


A Hymn for Chriſtmas-day. 


Elcome the birth day of our hopes ; a day 
of joy and univerſal comfort. 

This is the day which the Lord hath made ; 
let us rejoice, and be glad therein, 

R:oice and be exceeding glad, O ye faithful; 
when ye hear the name of our dear Redeemer. 

He is the Son of God ; the brightneſs of his 
Father's glory: The expreſs image of his perſon. 

He is the great Meſſiah ; the ſaviour of the 
| world, whom the prophets foretold. 

Who in the fulneſs of time came down from 
Heaven, and was born of a virgin, to redeem us 
from ſin and miſery. 

Wonder, O ye heavens ! Be amazed, O earth! 
And let every creature adore this myſt. ry ; that 
the Son of God was made fleſh, and dwelt a- 
mong us. 

O let us ſing the praiſes of God, and pyſuly 
recount his glorious excellencics. 

Let us praiſe him in the vaſt jimmenrſity of his 
power; in the adorable wiſdom of his provi- 
dence. 

Let us praiſe him for the bleſſed effects of his 
goodneſs, and for his wondertul works to the 
Children of men. 

Bleſſing, honour, praiſe and thankſgiving 
be aſcribed to him that ſitteth on the throne, an 
to the lamb for evermore. Amen, 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 
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A Hymn for Eaſter-day, 


HRIST is riſen from the dead, and become 
4 the firſt- fruits of them who fept. | 

Chriſt who died for our ſins, did riſe again for 
our jullification. 

Say to the weak in ſpirit, be ſtrong ; and to 
the ſorrowful, be of good comfort. 

Tell them the Lord of life is riſen, and hath 

gained victory over death and the grave. 

Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who of his abundant goodneſs hath 
begotten us again to a lively hope, by the reſur- 
tection of Jeſus from the dead; | 

To an inheritance incorruptible, and that fadeth 
hot away, reſerved for us in heaven. | 

Sing praiſes therefore unto the Lord, ſing a 
pſalm of joy unto the God of our @lvation. 
' Thanks be unto our God, for he 1s gracious, 
and his mercy endureth for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, Son, and holy Spirit. 

All glory be given unto God, both now and for 
wer mar e. Amen, | 


The Miniſter ſhall then ſay, 


HE true and certain way for us to know God, 

and our duty, is to ſearch the ſcriprures 3 

for they: teſtiſy of him; and ſhew us what is good, 
and what he 1equireth of us. They ſet before us 
the way of life and death, and teach us what we 
muſt do to be ſaved from the wrath to come; and 
and how to enjoy eternal life. All ſcripture | is 
given by inſpiration of God; and was written 
for our learning ; to encourage and perfect us in 
all good works; that we thro? patience and com- 
fore therein might have hope. And the ſame God, 


who 
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who at ſundry times, and in diverſe manners, 
ſpoke in times paſt unto the fathers by the pro- 
hets, hath in theſe latter days,.. ſpoken unto us 
- his Son Jeſus Chriſt, who taught the way of 
God truly; and enabled his apoſtles and miniſters 
to declare unto mankind, all things needſul for 
them to know and believe; in order to their eter- 
nal ſalvation. We ought therefore to receive with 
meekneſs and all readineſs of mird, the ingrafted 
word, which is able to ſave our ſouls; believing 
all things that are written in the law and the pro- 
prophets; and in the word of life revealed by 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, in che books of the old 
and new teſtament. 


Then to be ſaid the Pſalms for the day properly 
ſelected. At the end of the laſt repeat, Glory 
be to the Father, Sc. After the pſalms to 
read the Ten Commandments, without any re- 
ſponſes : Then a plain and practical chapter out 
of the Old and New Teſtament.“ 


The Miniſter ſhall then ſay, 


TN Farly beloved, having this ſeen how we 
ought to walk, and to pleaſe God ; let us 
receive that which we have heard, not as the 
words of men, but as it is, in truth, the word of 
God; and which will effectually work in them 
who believe. Bleſfed is he that readeth, and they 
13 | that 


* I find it to be the opinion of ſome learned and judicious 
divines, of the Church of England, that our public ſervice 
would not ſuffer, but be 2 more regular, uni- 
form and perfect, were the epiſtles and goſpels entirely omit- 
ted; and inſtead thereof, to read only the firſt and ſecond 
_ to be properly choſen, and rightly adapted to the 

7 
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that hear the words of the holy ſcriptures, and 
kecp thoſe things which are written therein. 
Whercfore, let us mark and Jay up the words of 
this book in our hearts, and in our fouls ; and 
teach them our children and our houſholds, ſpeak- 
ing of them when we fit in our houſes, and when 
we walk by the way; when we lie down and 
when we riſe up. For this is the word and will 
of God, that wiſdom from above, which all the 
adverſaries of it ſhall not be able to gainſay or 

reſiſt : By which alſo we ſhall be ſaved, if we 
believe and obey from the heart, that form of 
doctrine delivered to us therein. The chri- 
ſtian faith is, 


Repeat the Apoſtles, or Nicene Creed, 


Then ſay Te deum, or this Hymn, 


E praiſe thee, O God, the ſovereign 
Majeſty of heaven and earth. 

All nations worſhip thee, the creator and go- 
vernor of all things. 

The holy angels, and all the powers of hea- 
ven, perpetually praiſe thee. . 

The heavenly choir inceſſantly adore thee, a 
being of infinite perfection. 

The whole world proclaim the immenſity of 
thy majeſty and power. 

The glorious company of the inſpired apoſtles 
praiſe and adore thee. 


The bleſſed ſociety of holy prophets do ever 


laud and magnify thee. | 
The noble army of martyrs continually ſing ha- 
lelujahs unto thy great name. 
Thy holy Church doth acknowledge thee to be 
infinite in wiſdom, power and glory. 
Alſo 
2 
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Alſo thine only begotten Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt the' comforter. 

Thou, O Chriſt, art the king of glory, from 
all eternity. 

Thou, O Lord, didſt ſave mankind from ever- 
laſting miſery: 

For thou didſt condeſcend to aka our nature 
on thee z and to be born of a virgin. 

Thou didſt ſuffer the death of the croſs, that 
we might inherit eternal life. 

Thou didſt conquer the ſting and power of 
death, by thy reſurrection and aſcenſion into 
heaven, 

And thou now liveſt with God thy Father, to 
prepare manſions of bliſs for all true believers. 

Accept, we pray thee, of our humbleſt praiſes, 
for thine infinite love, in our redemprion : 

And for making us capable, of being num- 
bered with thy ſaints, in glory everlaſting. 

Great and marvellous are thy works, O Lord 
God almighty : juſt and true are thy ways, O 
King of heaven, 

Every day will we adore and magnify thee, 
and extol thy wiſdom and power. 

Bleſſing, honour, , dominion and praiſe, be gi- 
ven to him that ſitteth on the throne, and to the 
Lamb for ever and ever. 

Glory be to the King immortal, inviſible, the 


only wiſe God, thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
Amen. 


(34 


Then * a Pfalm : after which the Miniſtes 
Hall ſay, 


Let us pray. 


Min. O Lord, ſhew thy mercy upon us. 
Pieop. And grant us life eternal. 

Mis. O Lord, bleſs and protect the king. 

Peop. And mercitully hear our prayers for him. 

Min. Endue the miniſters of thy word with 
tighteouſneſs of life. 

Peop. And of thy infinite goodneſs, ſave. all 
whom thou haſt created. | 

Min, Give peace in our time, © Lord. 

Peop. And when we are engaged 1n war, grand 
us ſucceſs and victory. 

Min. O God, purify and cleanſe our hearts, 
Peop. And wr. not thy holy ſpirit from us. 


The colleft for the day“. 


The Prayer for Grace, 


Moſt gracious God, the author and giver 
O of all good gifts, we humbly beſeech thee, 
to beſtow upon us ſuch a meaſure of thy grace 
and holy ſpirit, as may enable us rightly to diſ- 
charge our reſpective duties, to thee, our neigh- 
bour, and ourſelves; make us juſt and honcſt, chaſte 
and temperate, humble and' merciful, kind and 
charitable. Keep us from pride and envy, ba- 
tred and malice, Endue us wirh a patient and 
contented ſpirit, that under all the diſpenſations of 

| thy 


* Here tke litany to come in, when all the following 
prayers are to be omitted, to the end of the prayer for the 
Parliament. 
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thy providence, we may be reſigned to thy divine 
will. - Fit and prepare us, by a life of virtue and 
holinefs, for death and judgment, that we may be. 
always ready to die, whenſoever thou ſhalt be 
pleaſed to take us hence, Grant this for thy 
Son's ſake, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


For protection. 


Lord our heavenly Father, almighty and 

everlaſting God, we give thee our moſt 
humble and hearty thanks, for that thou haſt gra- 
cioully preſerved us from all perils and dangers 
of the night paſt ; and we beſeech thee to de- 
fend us this day, from the power and malice, the 
aſſaults and attempts of all our adverſaries, Keep 
us in health and ſafety, in peace and innocence, 
in love and charity: Let no temptation to fin over- 
come us, nor any evil accident befal us : Andgrant, 
that all our actions being directed and governed 
by thine unerring wiſdom, we may always do 
ſuch things as ſhall be agreeable to thy bleſſed 
will; and by thy mercy be enabled to lead the 
remainder of our days peaceably and quietly to 
thy glory, thro? the merits and mediation of Je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


For temporal Bleſſings. 


Lmighty God, who haſt promiſed to give 
them who ſeek thy kingdom, and the righ- 
teouſneſs thereof, all things neceſſary for their bo- 
dily ſuſtinence; we humbly beſeech thee, of thy 
great goodneſs, to give us ſo muchof the neceſſaries 
and conveniencies of this life, as thou in thine in- 
finite wiſdom knoweſl to be moſt expedient for us. 


And 
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And whatever temporal bleſſings thou art pleaſed 
to confer on us, give us grace to uſe them with 
temperance, moderation and charity, to thy ho- 


nour and glory, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


A Prayer for the King, and the Royal Family. 
Almighty God, King of kings, Lord of lords, 


the only ruler of princes 3 who doſt from thy 
throne behold all the inhabitants upon earth; we 
moſt heartily beſeech thee, to bleſs with thy fa- 
vour our moſt gracious ſovereign Lord King- 
George; and ſo powerfully aſſiſt him with thy 
grace, that all his thoughts, words and actions, 
may ever tend to promote thy honour and glory, 
and the peace and proſperity of theſe nations. 
Endue him with wiſdom, counſel and might ; and 
all other gifts and graces neceſſary for ſo high a 
truſt. Bleſs him with health, that he may con- 
tinue long to reign over us ; and make all his 
ſubjects faithfully to ſerve, honour and obey him. 
Enable him to defeat and overcome all his ene- 
mies; and this life ended, crown him with eter- 
nal glory, in thy heavenly kingdom. We alſo 


Pray thee, to beſtow thy bleſſing on the Prince 


and Princeſs of Wales, and the reſt of the Royal 
Family: Govern them by thy holy ſpirit ; pro- 
ſper them with all happineſs in this world, and 
at laſt bring them to thy kingdom of glory, thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 


3 Prayer for all Conditions of Men. 


God the creator and preſerver of all men, 

we humbly beſcech thee to extend thy pity 

and compaſlion to the whole race of mankind. 
| 7 Grant 
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Grant that thy goſpel may be univerſally publiſhed 
throughout the world, that all nations may believe 
in, and glorify thee, the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent for the ſalvation of all 
men. Bleſs thy whole Church with the ſpirit of 
truth and unity, peace and charity ; more eſpeci- 
ally that part thereof, which is reformed from the 
errors of the Church of Rome; and by thy good 
providence, keep and preſerve it to the end of the 
world. In particular, we pray thee to prote and 
defend, improve and enlarge thy Church eſta- 
bliſhed among us: And do thou evermore ſecure 
us from the corruptions of popery, and the mi- 
ſeries of ſlavery. Grant, we beſeech thee, an a- 
bundant meaſure of thy grace and holy ſpirit, to 
our biſhops and clergy ; make them faithfully to 
diſcharge the duties of their miniſtry, that by 
their pious examples, and good inſtruction, they 
may gain many ſouls unto righteouſneſs. Bleſs 
theſe nations, and remove thy judgments from 
us; make us a holy and happy people; and ſet- 
tle us upon the firm foundation of truth, righte- 
teouſneſs and peace, We alſo recommend to thy 
infinite goodneſs, all who are any ways afflicted 
and diſtreſſed in mind, body or eſtate. [ Eſpe- 
cially, him, her, or them, for whom our pray- 
ers are deſired.] Moſt humbly beſeeching thee, 
who art the father of mercies, and God of all com- 
fort, to relieve and ſupport all who labour under 
any affliction, Grant them patience to endure 
merkly their ſufferings, and in thy due time ſend 
them a happy deliverance out of all their croubles, 
Laſtly, we pray thee, to have mercy and com- 
paſſion upon all who are at the point of death : 
Lord, pardon their fins ; ſtrengthen their faith and 
hope in thee, and give them life eternal, —This 


K we 
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we beg for the honour of our ande and; me- 
diator Jeſus Chriſt, Amep.. 


1 be 3 for the ot OR Wars 


Al: powerful God, we humbly beſeech 
0 thee to be gracious to this kingdom in ge- 
neral, but in a more eſpecial manner to bleſs the 
high Court of Parliament, now aſſembled under 
the King's Majeſty: O Lord, be pleaſed to di- 


rect them by thine unerring wiſdom, that all their 


defigns and conſultations may tend to thy glory, 


the good of thy Church, the ſafety, honour, and 


welfare of our Sovereign and theſe kingdoms, 
Grant, that whatever is wanting or amiſs, may 


by their wiſdom and prudence be rectified and 


amended ; and that all things may be fo ordered 
and ſettled-by their endeavours, upon the beſt and 
ſureſt foundations, that peace and happineſs, truth 
and juſtice, religion and piety, may be now and 
ever eſtabliſned in theſe Kingdoms. Theſe bleſ- 
fings, and all others, which thou in thine infinite 


wiſdom, knoweſt to be neceſſary or convenient, 


either for us or tay whole Church; we humbly 
beg, in the name and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
our bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


A Proparatery Prayer for the Lord's * and 
when there is a Communion * 


Moſt gracious God, we moſt 3 thank 
0 thy divine Majcſty, for preſerving us the 
week paſt, from all accidents and dangers: And 
as thou haſt appointed one day in ſeven, to be de- 
dicated and devoted to thy more immediate ſer- 


vice, prepare our hearts, we beſcech thee, for 


the 


* To be uſed Saturdays. 
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the religious duties of the approaching fabbath. 
Grant thar we may not only abſtain from worldly 
buſinets, but Keep. it holy to the Lord, both in 
public and private; by employing our time in 
acts of mercy and charity, in. devout prayer, and 
heavenly meditation. Go along with us to thy 
holy temple, and fo influence the de votions of thy 


ſervants, that we may hear thy word with reve- 


rence and attention; and preſent our prayers and 
ſupplications with zeal and fervency. — 
fince thou art graciouſly pleaſed to invite us to thy 
holy table, to celebrate the memorial of the infi- 
nite love of thy Son our Saviour, in laying-dowr 
his life as à ſacrifice for, us, and all mankind; 
make us, we beſeech thee, worthy partakers of 
this blefſed ſacrament; take from us all pride and 
envy, all prcjudice, hatred, and malice; and en- 
due us with al] ſuchheaventy affections and' diſ- 
poſitions, as become the remembrance of a cru- 
cified Saviour, and thoſe who are redeemed by 


his moſt precious blood. Help us to approach thy 
table with faith and love, humble reverence, and: 


ſincere devotion, that we may obtain the benefits 


of Chriſt's death and paſſion, the pardon of our 


ſins, and life eternal.) Grant this for the ſake 
merits of our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, 
Amen. 


The Thankſ, iving Prayers, as in the preſent Book, 


The Thankſgiving Prayer, 
Almighty and Eternal Lord God, we thy 


ſinful creatures humbly offer unto thee our 
hearty thanks and praiſe, | for thy infinite good- 
neſs and loving-kindnels to us, and to all men. 
| Particularly for thy late mercies vouckſafed to 


+ This to be uſed only before a Communion: 
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thy ſervant.) We admire and adore the eſſential 
perfections of thy nature; thy incomprehenſible 
greatneſs and omnipotence, eternity and provi. 
dence, holineſs and juſtice, wiſdom and truth, 
goodneſs and mercy. We bleſs and praiſe thee, 
O moſt gracious God, for our reaſon and under- 
ſtanding, and for creating in us immortal ſouls, 
capable of ſerving and worſhipping thee for ever, 
Adored be thy goodneſs, for preſerving and de- 
fending us by thy providence, from many dan- 
gers and fad accidents; and for thy forbearing 
and long-ſuffering mercy towards us, tho' we have 
provoked thee by our innumerable fins and of- 
fences, We praiſe thee, O God, for every in- 
ſtance of thy goodneſs, from our birth to this 
moment. But above all, we laud and magnify 
thy holy name, for thine ineſtimable and amaz- 
ing love, in the redemption of the world by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. We bleſs thee for the light 
of thy goſpel, for delivering us from popery, ſu- 
perſtition, and ſlavery; and for all the means of 
grace afforded us to obtain eternal happineſs. 
And we more eſpecially thank thee, for being 
graciouſly pleaſed to accept of our repentance and 
amendment of life, inſtead of innocence and per- 
fect obedience. For theſe, and all thy other 
mercies, 'all honour, glory, thankſgiving, and 
praiſe, be rendered to thee, our God and Father, 
our creator, preſerver, and redeemer, by us, and 
all creatures, now and forevermore. Amen. 


The Lord's Prayer. 


The concluding Prayer. 
A 2 God, who haſt given us grace, at 


4 this time, to make our common ſupplica- 
Lions unto thee, and haſt promiſed to hear the 


prayers 
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prayers of the truly penitent, being offered up in 
thy ſon's name; we beſeech thee mercifully to re- 
ceive theſe our humble petitions for ourſelves and 
others; and grant us in this life, whatever ma 
be moſt expedient for us, and in the world to 
come, give us bliſs eternal, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


HE grace of Almighty God, the love of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the aid and comfort 


of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 
Amen. * Kn | 


When there is a Sermon, let a Pſalm be ſung. 


N. B. In order to make the ſervice ſhorter on 
week days, that people may be induced the 
more readily to attend the public worſhip, it 
is propoſed, that the Plalms and Leſſons for 
morning and evening ſervice be omitted, and 
only to uſe the exbortation, bymns, and 
prayers; and the Litany on Wedneſdays and 
Fridays, with the Thankſgiving. 


The Evening ſervice to be the ſame, only after 


the firſt Lefſon, Io be ſaid one of the following 
Hymns, 


Will magnify thee, O God, my King, and 
will praiſe thy name for ever and ever. 

Every day will we. give thanks unto thee, and 
praiſe thy name for evermore. 

Great is the Lord, and marvellous, worthy to 
be praiſed there is no end of his greatneſs. 

Thy kingdom, O God, is an everlaſting king- 
dom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all 
ages. \ 5 ö 


All thy works praiſe thee, 0 God, and thy 
ſaints give thanks unto thee. 


For 


662 
For thou art de unto all, and thy tender 


mercies are; oven ail thy works. 5 un Ant way 
Glory Je to the Father, &c. 91 ** 3 v5 
nn be yoo our God, 8e. „ 420 
10 30 Or this, " 4 Rota ac 


At E 1515 is gracious, and full of compaſ. 
ſion; flow to anger, and of great mercy, 
Great is our Lord, and mighty in raum 1 8 
wiſdom.3 is infinite. 
One generatiqn ſhall praiſe thy works pnt6-at» 
other; and declare thy power and glory. Ante 
Praiſe the Lord, O my ſoul; and ler all. that 
is within me praiſe his holy name. 
Praiſed be the Lord. . who, daily helpeth Us, 
and poureth out his beneltts upon us. 
Bleſſed be the name of his Majeſty for ever; 
and let every one of us ſay Amen. 
Glory be to the Father, Ec. 
All praiſe be given, &c. 


After the ſecend Leſſor; 10 be faid one ti the 
- following Fiymns. Sh 


Sing unto the Lord, a new ſong; for he 

hath done great and wonderful things. 
He hath remembered the promiſe of a meſſiah, 
which he formerly made; and all nations of the 


_ earth, in due time, will lee the ſalvation ot, our 


For he whom the Jews FM is become our: 
Saviour, and mighty deliverer, and will viſit all 
the dark corners of the earth. 

This is the Lord's s doing, great and marvellous 
in our eyes. , 3 

O therefore, hep Jourſelves joy 'ul unto the 
Lord, all ye. prople of the earth; ſing, role. 
and give thanks. 11 | 

Thou 
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Thou art my God, and I will thank thee ; 
thou art my God, and I will Praiſe _ 
Glory be to tbe, ne. -- 
All praiſe be given, &c. 


Or this Hymn. TY 
4H E Lord is my ſtrength and ſong ; ; and 


is become my ſalvation. 

For his righteoutneſs hath he publiſhed to the 
world; and extended mercy and ſalvation to all 
people. | | 
Great is his mercy towards u us, for he hath de- 
livered our ſouls from deſtruction, and crowned 
us with fayour and loving kindneſs. 

O that men would therefore praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſs ; and declare the wonders that he 
doth for the children of men. 

Thanks be unto our God, for he is gracious, 
and his mercy endureth for ever. 

Glory be to the, &c. 

All praiſe be given, &c. 


Prayer for Protection. 


Lord our heavenly Father, by whoſe gra- 
cious providence both day and night are 
governed, we who have been preſ-rved this day 
by thy fatherly goodneſs, (for which we praiſe 
thy divine may ſty) do moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
to continue thy m icitul protection over us, the 
enſuing night. Dytend us, we pray thee, from 
all-accidev.ts and dangers; grant us quiet ard re- 
freſhing reſt, and bring us in health and ſaft-ty to 
the light of another day : all- which we bes thro? 
Jctus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Then the prayers for the King, &c. as in the 
marning ſervice, 


3 The 
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The LITANY. 


To be ſaid on Wedneſdays and Fridays, and ſuch 
other times as ſhall be appointed. 


God the Father, creator and governor of 
the world, have mercy upon us miſerable 
ſinners. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the only begotten of the 
Father, and Saviour of the world, have mercy 
upon us, miſerable ſinners. 

Hear us, good Lord. 

O holy, bleſſed, and ſanctifying Spirit! who 
inſpireſt our hearts with true devotion, hear our 


prayers, and have mercy upon us miſerable ſin- 
ners. 


Hear us, good Lord. 
O moſt glorious and adorable Trinity, F ather, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, one eternal God in unity, 


hear our prayers, and have mercy upon us miſe- 
rable ſinners, | 


Hear us, good Lord. 

Remember not, Lord, our iniquities, nor the 
tranſgreſſions of this ſinful nation, neither take 
thou vengeance for their or our ſins; but pardon 
and forgive all our offences, whether of omiſſion 
or commiſſion, of ignorance or infirmity. Save 
us, O God, from thy wrathful indignation; - O 
ſpare thy ſervants, whom thou haſt redeerhed by 
thy Son's moſt precious blood, and be not angry - 
with us for ever. And grant us the grace of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may amend our lives ac- 
cording to thy holy word. 

O God, we beſeech thee to hear us. 

That it may pleaſe thee, to keep us from all 
blindneſs and hardneſs of heart; from 3 
0 
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of thy word and commandments ; * from pride, 
* vain- glory, and hypocriſy; from envy; ved; 
and malice; and all uncharitableneſs. | 

O God, we beſeech thee to hear us. 

That it may pleaſe thee to keep us from lying 
and llandering, intemperance and ſenſuality, for- 
nication and Juſt, covetouſneſs and oppreſſion, 
paſſion and anger, preſumption and deſpair; and 
from all the temptations of the world, the fleſn, 
and the devil. 0 

O God, we beſeech hit to Soil us, 

That it may pleaſe thee to keep us from all ſe- 
dition, ſecret confpiracy and open rebellion; from 
all falſe doctrine, hereſy, and ſchiſm; from the 
dreadful judgments of plague, peſtilence, and fa- 
mine; from the miſeries of war, battle, and mur- 
der; from all danger by fire and water, ſtorms 
and tempeſts; from acute pains, infectious dif- 
caſes, and other ſad accidents; and from an un- 
timely unprepared death. | 

O God, we beſeech thee to hear us. 

That it may pleaſe thee to accept alſo of our 
interceſſions for all mankind. O Lord, protect 
and defend thy church univerſal, more particu- 
larly that part eſtabliſned among us, and keep it 
in the true protefſion of thy koly religion. Pre- 
icrve us from the corruptions of popery, and the 
miſcries of ſluvery; and let not the errors of the 
Church of Rome any longer prevail in theſe, or 
other nations. Bring to the knowledge of thy 
truth, all ſuch as be in error, or who, thro' ow" 
judice and education, are miſtaken, 

O God we beſeech thee to hear us. 

Thar it may pleaſe thee to bleſs our i; grace 
jous King and Governor; and fo rule his heart in 
thy faith, fear, and love, that he may always truſt 
in thee, and ever deſign thy honour and glory, 
and the peace and profperity of all his, ſubjects. 

L. Grant 
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Grant him health and length of days; preſer ve him 

im from all dangers, and give him ſucceſs and victo- 
ctory over all his enemies. Bleſs and protect the 
Prince and Princeſs of Wales, the Fs and all 
the Royal Family. 

O God, we beſeech thee to hear us. 

That it may pleaſe thee to endue our Biſhops 
and Clergy with true knowledge and underſtand- 
ing in thy holy word; and grant that by the 
ſoundneſs of their doctrine, and piety of their 
lives, they may ſucceſsfully recommend 'thy ttue 
religion to the practice of others. Protect and 
defend the — nation from all evil and cala- 
mity. Give to all thy people encreaſe of grace, 
that they may faithfully obey thy holy will and 
commandments. Keep and confirm all Chriſtians 
in the true faith; comfort and help the weak and 
unſtable z receive the penitent to thy favour ; give 
repentance to the wicked; and extend thy mer - 
cy and ſalvation to all whom thou haſt created. 

O God, we beſeech thee io bear us. 

That it may pleaſe thee: to aſſiſt and provide 
for all widows and fatherleſs children; to — 
and comfort all who are in any kind of danger, 
neceſſity, or tribulation; to afford conſolati- 
on and relief to the poor and oppreſſed; to pre- 
ſerve and defend all who lawfully travel by land, 
or by water; all women labouring of child; all 
ſick perſons and young children; and to ſhe thy 
pity and compaſſion upon all priſoners and cap- 
tives. 

O God, we beſeech thee to bear us. 

That it may pleaſe thee to give to all nations, 
unity, peace, and charity. 'To forgive our ene- 
mies, perſecutors, and ſlanderers. And ſo to bleſs 
the fruits of the earth, as that we may, in due time, 
enjoy them for our vſe and nouriſhment. | 

O God, we beſcech thee lo hear us. 50 

: | at 


(67) 

That it may pleaſe thee to poſſeſs our minds 
with a conſtant ſenſe of the ſhortneſs of our lives, 
and the uncertainty of death; that we may be 
always prepared for our laſt and great change. 
And in all times of trial and temptation, in health 
and ſickneſs, in proſperity and adverſity, at the 
hour of death, and in the day of judgment, be 
thou pleaſed to aſſiſt and ſupport, to comſort ang 
preſerve us. 

O God, we beſeech thee to hear us. 

O God, tho* our fins: render us unworthy of 
theſe mercies, yet we beſeech thee, for the ſake 
of our Saviour's great condeſcenſion in taking our 
nature on him; 15 the ſake of his agony and 
bloody ſweat; his painful croſs and bitter paſfion; 
| his precious death and burial; his glorious reſur- 
rection and aſcenſion ; for the ſake of all that he 
hath done and fuffered for us, be 3 to hear 
and grant our petitions. | 

O God, we beſeech thee to bear Us. 


Moſt gracious God, infinite i in goodneſs and 

mercy,wildomand power, and who art always 
attentive to the ſorrowful complaints of thy crea- 
tures; mercifully receive theſe pur prayers and ſup- 
plications, which we make unto thee, for ſafety and 
protection from all thoſe troubles and adverſities to 
which we are daily expoſed ; and graciouſly hear us, 
O God, that by thy good providence, we may be 
ever defended and preſerved from all manner of 
evil accidents, and be ſupplied with all things ne- 
ceſſary and convenient for us; and in all difficulties 
and diſtreſſes, give us grace patiently to ſubmit to 
thy will. And if thou ſhalt he pleaſed to keep from 
us thy afflicting hand, grant that ſuch thy merciful 
goodneſs, may ſo engage us to a dutiful obedience 


to thy boly will and commandments, that we may, 
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for the future, ſerve thee with the greateſt «care 
and diligence, to the praiſe and glory of thy 
name, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Then the Thankſgiving, the Lord's Prayer, the 
concluding Prayer, and the Grace of God 
W e 200 


No part of the Communion Service to be uſed, 
but when it is adminiſtered. | | 


11 


Prayers to be ſaid before the general Thankſgiving 
Prayer, as Occaſion offers. — EN 


A Prayer for Malefaffors, after Condemnation. 


| Moſt gracious and merciful God, weearneſtly 

beſcech thee to have pity and compaſſion 
upon all thoſe who lie under ſentence of death, and 
are appointed to die. Viſit them, O Lord, with 
thy mercy and ſalvation; convince them of the 
miſerable condition they are in by their ſins and 
wickedneſs; and let thy powerful grace produce 
in them ſuch a godly ſorrow, and ſincere repen- 
tance, as thou wilt be pleaſed to accept. Give 
them a ſtrong and lively faith in thy ſon, our 
bleſſed Saviour; and make it effectual to the ſal- 
vation of their ſouls. O Lord, in anger remem- 
ber mercy, and whatever ſufferings they are to 
endure in this world, yet deliver them, O God, 
from the bitter pains of eternal death. Pardon 
their ſins, and ſave their ſouls, for the ſake and 


merits of thy dear ſon, our bleſſed Saviour and 
Redcemer. Amen. ee 72% NEO 
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A Prayer for Rain. 


God, heavenly Father, who delighteſt in 

ſhewing mercy and doing good, we hum- 
bly beſeech thee, of thy great pity, to ſend us in 
this our neceſſity, ſuch moderate ſhowers of rain, 
as may refreſh the earth, and make it fruitful 
chat we in due ſeaſon may receive the fruits here. 
of for our ſupport and comfort, to thy honour 
and glory, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


For Fair Weather. 


Lmighty and moſt merciful Father, we hum- 
bly beſeech thee of thy great goodneſs, to 
reſtrain thoſe ſhowers of rain, which for our ſins 
thou haft afflicted us with; and we pray thee to 
fend us fuch ſeaſonable whither- as that our cattle 
may be preſerved from periſhing, and the fruits 
of the earth may in due time yield their increaſe, 
for our uſe and benefit ; and give us grace, that 
we may learn by thy puniſhments to amend our 
lives, and for thy clemency, to give thee thanks and 
praiſe, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


The Prayer in time of Dearth and Famine, 
in time of War and Tumults, 
in time of Plague and Peſtilence, and 
in Ember Weeks ; 

o be the ſame as in the preſent Book. 


The 


(7) 
The Office for the Holy Communion, 


When the Miniſter pines Notice of celebrating i the 
Holy Communion, which ſhall be on ſome Sunday 
or Holiday areceamg,. be foal read * * 

bortation. 


Early beloved brethren, bend by 8 
D aſſiſtance of almighty God. on Sunday 
next, to adminiſter to all ſuch as ſhall be relig. 
.ouſly and devoutly diſpoſed, the moſt comfortable 
ſacrament of the Lord's Supper, appointed by 
Chriſt himſelf, to be celebrated in remembrance ' 
of his meritorious death and paſſion z and as a 
means whereby to obtain remiſſion of our fins, 
and eternal life in the kingdom of heaven. And 
as this is the moſt ſolemn part of divine worſhip, 
it is highly neceſſary and expedient, for all Chri- 
ſtians, rightly to know and underſtand the full 
meaning and import of this ſacred ordinance, that 
they may worthily partake thereof. 

My duty, therefore, is to intreat and TE, 
you, ſeriouſly to conſider the nature and deſign of 
this holy inftitution ; the ends for which it was ap- 
pointed; the obligations all chriſtians are under fre- 
quently to receive it; and in what manner we 
ought to prepare our ſelves for it :- The particu- 
lars of which, I will briefly, repreſent to you, and 
trom thence will appear, what ſtrong reaſons and 
motives there are, to oblige us to a trequent and 
conſtant communion. 

With regard to the nature and deſign of this 
holy ſacrament, it ſhould be obſerved, that as 
bread and wine were uſed at the paſſover of the 
Jes, in commemoration of their deliverance 
from their bondage in Zgypt, which was alſo a 


type 
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type of Chriſt the Lamb of God, being offered 
up a ſacrifice for our fins, to redeem mankind by 
his blood from eternal death; ſo our bleſſed Savi- 
our, of his infinite wiſdom, in order to perpe- 
tuate the memorial of his death and ſufferings, 
the very ſame night in which he was betrayed, 
after the paſſover had been celebrated, took bread, 
and giving thanks bleſſed it, and brake it, and 
gave it to his diſcipley, ſay ing, take, eat, this is 
„my body which was broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of me. After the ſame man- 
© ner, when he had ſupped, he took the cup, and 
© when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
© ſaying, drink ye all of this, for this is my blood 
© of the new covenant which is ſhed for 
© you, and for many, for the remiſſion of fins; 
© do this in remembrance of me.? And St. Paul 
aſſures us, © that as often as we eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, we do ſhew the Lord's death 
© till he come. For the cup of bleſſing which we 
© bleſs, is it not the communion of the blood of 
« Chriſt ; and the bread which we break, is it not 
the communion of the body of Chriſt ?? So 
that this divine inſtitution may be called either the 
Lord's ſupper, or the holy communion.—And 
our Lord, by this action, ſignified to his diſciples, 
and by them to all chriſtians, that bread and wine 
ſhould be at all times uſed, when this holy ordi- 
nance was celebrated as ſigns and ſymbols, and for a 
memorial of his body broken and crucified, and 
his blood ſhed for the remiſſion of fins: Bur not 
that the bread. and wine were to be changed from 
their nature or ſubſtance, into the body and blood 
of Chriſt, no more than the paſchal lamb was really 
changed . into the paſſover, when the Fews eat it 
in commemoration thereof, 


The 


des 


Tbe ends for which this holy ſacrament was ap- 
pointed, were to put us in remembrance of the 
death and ſufferings of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
both God and man: The break ing of bread, moſt 
aptly to repteſ nt to us the crucifixion of his body y 
and the wine poured out, the ſhedding of his moſt 
precious blood for us; and which was to be con- 
ſtantly obſerved, as a memorial of the ſactifice 
of Chriſt's death, but not a repetition of it. It is 
alſo the communion of the body and blood of 
Chriſt, by which we communicate in, and parti- 
cipate of all the benefits of his death and paſſion: 
And now that we are invited to his holy table, let 
us remember, that it is to feaſt at the ſupper of 
the Lamb of God, where bread and wine are ſet 
apart as ae of his dying love, and for æ 
memorial thereof; and that this divine ordinance- 
repreſents to us, in the molt affecting manner, a 
pattern of the moſt perfect innocence, the moſt 

exalted virtue, the greateſt miracle of goodneſs, 
that was ever diſpenſed to the ſons of en. 

- The obligations which lie upon all chriſtians,” 
Frequently to receive this holy ſacrament, are many 
and great: We are ſtrictly obliged to it, in point 
of duty, intereſt and gratitude. Our bleſſed Sa- 
viour commanded us, to do %ig in remembrance) 
of him, And the apoſtle St. Paul, directs us to do 
It often. Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let 
us bi perſwaded not to live in the open and con- 
ſtaut neglect of fo plain a law and inſtitution of 

Chritt, becauſe this will be very inconſiſtent with 
cur holy profeſſion; and our bleſſed Lord may 
tay to ſuch, as he. did to the Jets, why call e n 
J. or, Lord, and do not, the things which com- 
mend 2 Our iutcrelt alſo naturally leads us tothe 
frequent peitormance of this ſolemn duty. The 
benetirs we hope to recuive from this ſacra- 
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ment, are of no leſs moment and importance, 
than the bleſſings of the new covenant z namely, 
the forgiveneſs of our ſins, the grace and aſſiſtance 
of God's holy ſpirit, to enable us to perform our 
duty, to encourage us to do well, to ſupport us 
under ſufferings, and to make us fi to be —.— 

of the glorious reward of eternal life. Gratitude, 
likewite, ſhould-powerfully engage us, to a con- 
ſtant and care ful obſervance of this bleſſed ſacra- 
ment. To do this in remembrance of our dear 
redeemer was his dying requeſt, when going to 
lay down his life for us: The command of one 
who redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made. a curſe for us, that he might deliver us rom 
the bitter pains of eterval miſery. 


As to the qualifications neceſſary for the wor- 


thy receiving of the Lord's ſupper z if we are ha- 


bitually prepared by a religious diſpoſition of 
mind, and do conſtantly lead a good and chriſtian 
life, this will render us at all times acceptable 
gueſts at his holy table. Not that we are to omit 
an actual preparation, for that is alſo our duty, 
when we have leiſure and opportunity for it. 
The direction given by the holy apoſtle St 
Paul, on the occaſion, is, Let a man or ane 


| St 


himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that bread, and arink ' 


of that cup. That i is, let us ſearch and examine 
ourſelves, whether we rightly. know and un- 
derſtand the end and deſign of this holy inſti- 
tution? whether we duly conſider, that the bread 
and wine which we eat and drink at the Lord's 
table, is not common food, but are emblems and 
ſymbols of Chriſt's body and blood, ſacrificed 
for us? Whether we receive the, holy Commu- 
nion in remembrance of Chriſt's love in dying for 
us, and are truly forty, and penitent for all-ou 

ſins? whether we be charitably'aff.cted to all our 
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fellow Chriſtians, and bear no malice nor hatred 
in our hearts, but are willing to do good th 
their ſouls and bodies ? whether we are reſolved 
through God's grace to amend our lives, and to 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pres 
ſent world? and if upon examination we find our- 
{elves poſſeſſed of ſuch pious ſentiments, and chri- 
ſtian diſpoſitions, we may then approach the 
Lord's table; to eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup, ſet apart for ſuch holy purpoſes, not 
doubting but to teceive all the benefits of Chriſt's 
death and paſſion, So that if we feriouſly con- 
ſider the nature, end; and deſign of this facred 
. ordinance, it cannot fail of exciting in us all thoſe 
holy diſpoſitions, which are requiſite and neceſ- 
fary to a devout attendance on it. ven 500 
Let us then, my Chriſtian brethren, be per- 
ſuaded to come frequently to this bleſſed ſacra- 
ment; endued with all thoſe religious and devout 
affections, that are neceſſary to qualify us for 4 
ſolemn commemoration and remembrance of but 
-Saviour's infinite love towards ſinners; and let us 
not be terrified with the fear of eating and drink - 
ing unworthily: for if we come prepared by re- 
pentance, love, and charity, and with due reve- 
fence behave ourſelves at the holy table, then ſhall 
we appear before God, in the marriage garment 
required by him in his Goſpel, and be welcome 
gueſts at the Lord's Supper. And when we par- 
take of this divine banquet, let us give moſt 
humble and hearty thanks to God the Father, fot 
the redemption of the world, by the death and 
paſſion of our bleſſed Saviour. Let us truly re- 
pent of our paſt ſins; have a lively and ſtedfaſt 
faith in Chrift our Lord; amend our lives; and 
be in charity with all men; + ſo ſhall we be meet 
partakers of theſe holy myſteries. © 
THEE 1 ny a We After 
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After the Sermon is ended, the Miniſter ſhall read 
at the Lord's Table this Exhortation, or the for- 
mer, leaving out (on Sunday next.) 


Early beloved brethren, ye that intend ta 
partake of the holy ſacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, ought very ſeriouſly to remember the 
advice of St. Paul, who exhorteth all perſons, 
to try and examine themſelves, before they pre- 
ſume to eat of that bread, and drink of that cup; 
for as the benefit is great, if with a penitent heart, 
and lively faith, we receive this holy ſacrament, 
in commemoration of what our bleſſed Saviour 
hath done for us, and in obedience to his com- 
mand; ſo is the danger great, if we do not re- 
ceive the ſame with humility, reverence and gra- 
titude; for by approaching his holy table, with- - 

out due affection of mind, we may incenſe God's 
anger againſt us, and provoke him to puniſh us 
with ſevere and heavy judgments, Wherefore let 
me earneſtly intreat you, to examine and judge 
yourſelves, that you be not judged of the Lord; 
To repent you truly of your fins paſt, to have a 
lively and ſtedfaſt faith in Chriſt our Saviour, to 
amend your lives, and be in perfect charity with 
all men; and ſo will you be meet partakers of this 
holy ſacrameat, and not bring yourſelves under. 
the condemnation pronounced by St. PAuL, a- 
gainſt ſuch as eat and drink after an unworthy 
manner. And above all things, you muſt give 
moſt humble and hearty thanks, to God the Fa- 
ther, for the redemption of the World, by his 
bleſſed Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, both God, 
and man; who did humble himſelf to the death of 
the croſs, for us miſerable ſinners, that he mighg 
make us the children of God, and exalt us toever- 
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laſting life. And that we ſhould always remem- 
ber the exceeding great loye of our maſter and 
only, Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, thus dy ing for us; and 
the innumerable benefits, which by his precious 
death he Hath obtained for us; he hath inſtituted 
and 'ordained this holy ſacrament, that we may 
have his love iu continual remembrance, to our, 
great comfort here, and eternal happineſs heteaf- 
ter. Let us therefore, my beloved brethren, ſhew.. 
our hearty thank fulneſs for ſuch wonderful inſtan- 


ces of love and mercy, by conforming our lives 


agreeably to God's holy will and commandments, 
and endeavouring to ſerve him in true holineſs and 
righteouſneſs all the days of our life. Amen. 


Then ſhall the Miniſter read ſome of the Sentences 
. appointed in the preſent Bock; and when. the 
Ams of the People are collected, let the Mi- 

niſter ſay, 1 | 


CY G 


Let us proy for the whole Church of Chriſt upon 


earth, 


\ Lmighty and everlaſting God, who by thy 


holy Apoſtle haſt commanded us to make 
prayers and ſupplications, and to give thanks for 
all men, we moſt humbly beſeech thee, merciful- 
ly to [accept our alms that we have given, and alſo 
to] receive the prayers and interceſſions, which we 
have made, and thoſe we are about to of- 
fer up to thy divine majeſty. Bleſs, we pray thee, 
the Church univerſal, with the ſpirit of truth, uni- 
ty and peace, And prant that all they who be- 
lieve in thee, and thy ſon, . may agree in the truth, 
of thy holy word, and lead their lives according 
to it; that others ſeeing their good works, may 
in thy good time alſo glorify thee, We beſeech 

f 5 » thee 


thee, to ſave and defend all chriſtian Kings, 
Princes, and Governors, eſpecially thy ſervant 
GrorGE our King, that under him, we may lead 
quiet and peaceable lives, in all virtue and piety. 
And grant that his whole council, and all in au- 
chority under him, may equally adminiſter juſtice, 
diligently puniſh wickedneſs and vice, and faith- 
fully fupport and defend thy true religion. Give 
grace, O heavenly Father, to all Biſhops and Cu- 
rates, that by their good examples and ſound 
doctrine, they may promote and encourage the 
belief and practice of thy true religion, and 
rightly and duly adminiſter thy holy facraments. 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, 
eſpecially, to us here reds that with due teve- 
rence and humility, we may at all times hear and 
receive thy boly word, and obediently ſerve thee 
all the days of our lives, We alſo moſt humbly 
beſeech thee of thy goodneſs, O Lord, to help 
and comfort all who are in trouble, ſorrow, 
need, fickneſs, or any other adverſity. And we 
moſt humbly pray thee, to give us grace to imi- 
tate the good examples of thy ſaints and ſervants, 
departed hence in thy faith and fear, that by walking 
in the ſame ſteps of virtue and piety, as they did, 
we may hereafter be made partakers with 
them of thy heavenly kingdom. Grant this, O 
Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, our only Media- 

tor and Advocate, Amen. 8 5 


Creed. mw 


Believe in one living and true God, who made 
heaven and earth, and all things that are there- 
in; and who preſerveth them all. | 
I believe in one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Son of the 
moſt high God, the only begotten. of the * 
a | | 


fall of grace and truth: Who being the bright. 
neſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs image of ' 
his perſon*, upholding all things by the word of 
his power; came down from heaven, from the 
boſom of the Father; and though he was in 
the form of God, yet he made himſelf of no re- 
putation; and took upon him the form of a ſer- 
vant, and dwelt among men; but lived upon 
earth, holy, harmleſs, and ſeparate from ſinners: 
And being found in faſhion as a man, he hum- 
bled himſelf, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſy ; dying for us, and 
ſuffering for our fins: The juſt for the unjuſt, 
that he might bring us to God, | 
I believe, that as Chriſt died for our fins, and 
was buried; ſo he roſe again the third day accor- 
ding to the ſcriptures, and ſhewed himſelf alive 
after his. paſſion, . by many infallible proofs z and 
having finiſhed the work which the father had gi- 
ven him to do upon earth, he left the world again, 
and returned to the Father; and being received 
up into glory, ſat down at the right hand of the 
Majeſty on high, where he now appeareth in the 
preſence of God, making interceſſion for all thoſe: 
who come unto God by him. - +5 I 
I believe in the Holy Ghoſt the comforter, 
whom the Father ſent down from heaven, to bean 
witneſs to the goſpel of his Son, both with ſigns 
and wonders, and diverſe miracles and gifts, accor- 
ding to the manifold grace of God. This is that 
Spirit of wiſdom and revelation, which leadeth 
into all truth; and by whom our ſouls are puri- 
fed in obeying the truth; thro? whoſe power we 
abound in hope, and are filled with joy and peace 
® Gr, y70gd coins, Subſtance, Oc. 
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in believing ; by whom we ate all baptized into 
one body, and ſealed unto the day of redemp- 
tion. | ad LEI 

[ believe that God hath appointed 1 5 where- 
in he will judge the world in righteouſneſs by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, whom he hath ordained to be judge of 
quick and dead, at his appearing ; when he ſhall 
come in the clouds of heaven, with power and 
great glory: And all that are in the graves ſhall 
hear his voice, and ſhall come forth; and all na- 
tions ſhall be gathered before him; and every eye 
ſhall ſee him, and they alſo which pierced him. 
Then ſhalt we all ſtand before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whe- 
ther it be good or bad. And the wicked ſhall go 
away into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righte- 
ous into life eternal, p 

Seeing then that all* theſe things ſhall come to 
paſs, what manner of perſons ought we to he, in 
all holy converſation and godlineſs; looking for, 
and haſtuing | unto be coming of the day of God, 
and being diligent,” that we may be faund of him 
in peace, without ſpot and blameleſs,—— To him 
be glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 


Then the Miniſter all ſay. 

A LL that do truly and earneſtly repent of 
your ſins, and have ſincerely confeſſed them, 

who live in love and charity with all men, and 
intend to lead a new'life, by keeping the com- 
mandments of God, and obſerving his holy laws, 
prepare your minds by faith in Chriſt, and with 
thank fulneſs and love towards him, to take this 
holy ſacrament, to your great comfort. And 
make your. confeſſion to Almighty Gd. 


Ten 


. T _ 
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Then the Miniper, and all the People, ſhall ſoy, | 


Lig bey God, Father of our Lord beim 
A ON Sc. as in the preſent Boot. 


7 ben ib, Miniſter turning himſelf to the 1 le, 
| ſhall ay the Abſolution, and the remaining 25 
of this Service to the ORs g 1 John ii tl 1. "i, in 
the preſent Book. 4 
| Min, Let us then n our beats, andg give 
thanks unto God for all his mercies. 
Peep. We hope in his , and will ren- 
der praiſe to his great Fame, | 


12 


The _— Hirning to the Lord's Ta, 1 © 
Ml 


1. is very just and ee de moſt 

bounden duty, that we would at all times, and 
in all places, give thanks urito-thee, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlaſting God And 
more efpecially now, that we are ab6ut-to com- 
memorate the infinite love of thy Son, our Savis ' 
our Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou ſenteſt into the world, 
to die for us and all mankind. Therefore with 
Angels and Archangels, and all the company of 
heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, 
evermore praiſing thee, and ſaying, Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God of Hoſts, heaven and earth are 
full of thy majeſty, power, and glory. Glory 
be to thee, O Lord moſt high. 


The Preface for Chriſtmas: -day.. 


N D more eſpecially now, that we corritties 
morate the incarnation and birth of thy Son 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who took our nature up- 
on him, and afterwards ſuffered death on the croſs, 


for us miſerable ſinners. Therefore with Angels 
and Archangels, &c 


For Eaſter-day. 


ND more re eſpecially are we bound to praiſe 

+ thee at this time, for the glorious reſurre&i- 
on of thy Son, our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
was offered for us; and hath taken away the fins 
of the world; and who, by dying for us, hath 
deſtroyed death; and by riſing again, hath re- 


ſtored us to everlaſting life. Therefore with 
Angels, &c. | | 


For Aſcenſion aid Whitſunday.” 


ND we more eſpecially bleſsand praiſe thee, 

for the aſcenſion of thy dear Son our bleſ- 

ſed Saviour into heaven, which we, this day com- 
memorate: Or, for ſending the Holy Ghoſt to 
inſpire the apoſtles with divine truths, and to 
preach thy goſpel to mankind ; and for inſtruct- 


ing and aſſiſting us in our duty. Therefore with 
Angels, &c 


Then the Miniſter ſpall fay: 


Lord our heavenly Father, Almighty and 
everlaſting God, who haſt commanded, 

that we ſhould keep a ſolemn commemoration of 
the ſacrifice of thy dear Son our bleſſed Saviour, 
who ſuffered death on the croſs for us miſerable 
ſinners; regard, we befeech thee, the prayers of thy 
humble ſervants,” who are now about to celebrate 
the memorial thereof. And grant, that we may 
With a lively faith, and due reverence, an inflamed 
N * love, 
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love, and thankful remembrance, commemorate 


our bleſſed Saviour's death and paſſion, when we 
eat this bread, and drink this wine, now ſet apart 
for that purpoſe, according to nis holy inſtitution 
and commandment. Grant this, O moſt merci- 


ful Father, for thy dear Son's ſake, Amen, 


God, we do not preſume to come to thy 
table, truſting in our on righteouſneſs, 


but only in thy manifold and great mercies. We 


confeſs our ſins are ſo great, as to cauſe us to 
tremble when we appear before thee. But, O 


; merciful Father, encouraged by thy wonderful 


goodneſs, in giving thy Son to die for all peni- 
tent and returning ſinners, we moſt humbly be- 
ſeech thee to accept of our contrition and hearty 
repentance for all our paſt offences, and to make 


us fit partakers of this holy ſacrament. And 


grant that by the religious uſe of theſe thy crea- 
tures of bread and wine, we may be intitled to all 


the benefits of his moſt precious death, through his 
merits and mediation. 


Amen. 


ä Lmigbty God, our heavenly Father, out of 
his great love and tender merty towards the 
ſouls of men, did give his only beloved Son Jeſus 


_ Chriſt to ſuffer death upon the croſs, for the re- 
demption of all men; who by his oblation of him- 
ſelf there once offered, did make a full, perfect, 

and ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and- faciafadtion 


tor the fins of the whole world: And our bleſſed 
Saviour, in the ſame night that he. was betrayed, 


took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and gave it to his diſciples, ſaying, Take, 
eat, this is my body which is given for you; do 
this in remembrance of me: Alſo after ſupper he 


took the cup, and when he had given thanks, he 
2 gave 


. - 
* 
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gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye all of this, for 
this is my blood of the New Teſtament, which is. 
ſhed for you and for many, for the remiſſion of 
fins; do this, as oft as ye ſhall drink it, in re- 
membrance of me: Thereby commanding us to 
continue a perpetual memorial of. his moſt precious 
death, till his ſecond coming to judge the world. 
We therefore being aſſembled in his name, and 
in obedience to his dying command, do this day 
celebrate before God, the great atonement made 
by his bleſſed ſon for the ſins of all men; rely- 
ing on God's mercy and goodneſs, that for Chriſt's 
fake he will forgive us our ſins, and be-reconciled 
unto us. And we humbly beſeech him, by his 
bleſſed Spirit, to ſanctify theſe his creatures of 
bread and wine, which we now dedicate to a re- 
ligious' purpoſe. And may we all take and eat 
this bread, and drink this wine, in a holy and 
devout remembrance, that Chriſt's body was cru- 
cified, and his blood ſhed for us ſinners, and be 
truly thankful for his infinite love. 
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The Miniſter having received, ſhall adminiſter the 
ſame to the People, ſaying, | 
Emember the dying love of Chriſt. Take, 


and eat this bread with faith, and be thank- 
ful for his infinite love. | 


Before the Cup. 


REEF the dying love of Chriſt, Take, 
and drink of this wine with faith, and be 
thankful for his infinite love. 


Ne - After | 


03840 


205 all have communicated, let this Hymn be : 
aid, or ſung. if 


Lory be to God on high, on earth peace, 
| and good-will towards men. We praile 
thee, we bleſs thee, we worſhip thee, we glorify 
thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father 
Almighty. But we more eſpecially adore and - 
magnify thy great and glorious name, for that 
amazing inſtance of thy love, in ſending thy only 
begotten Son to redeem us and all mankind. O 
Lamb of God, the only Son of the Father, who 
by thy death takeſt away the ſins of the world, 
be pleaſed to accept of our humble praiſes and 
thankſgivings for thy wonderful love to us. O 
thou that fitteſt at the right hand of thy Father, 
Fave mercy upon us, receive our prayers, and in- 
terceed for us; for thou only art holy, thou only 
art the Lord; thou only, O Chriſt, with the 
Holy Ghoſt, art moſt high in the glory of God 
the Father: To whom be all honour and glory, 
now _ for evermore. Amen. | 


O R Father, JG, 


() Moſt gracious and merciful Father, though 
| by reaſon of our manifold fins and 'wick« d- 
neſs, we are unworthy to offer unto thee either 
prayers or praiſes; yet we earneſtly beſeech thee 
of thy fatherly goodheſs, to accept of our hearty 
W for wy great and ſtupendous love, 
in 

* Tr ſcems moſt agreeable to our Saviour's praclice, that 


che Hy mu ſhouid be ſaid iinmediately after receiving. Nor 
Gil it Rand as it now does, in Enwazrp VI. furl Book. 
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in ſending thy Son, our bleſſed Saviour, to die a 
facrifice for us and all mankind. And grant that 
by his merits and precious death, and through 
faith in him, we and all thy whole church, may 
obtain the forgiveneſs of our ſins, and all other 
benefits of his death. And now, O Lord, what 
can we, who are redeemed by ſo great a price, 
do leſs than to offer and preſent to thee our ſouls 
and bodies, as a reaſonable and lively ſacrifice; 
humbly beſeeching thee to accept of this our 
bounden duty, and to grant, that we who have 
been partakers of this holy ſacrament, may be 
filled with the graces of thy Holy Spirit, and 
bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings. Theſe things, 
O Lord, ye cannot aſk from any merit in our- 
ſelves, but only through the meritorious death and 
ſufferings of. our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, to 
whom with thee and the Holy Ghoſt, be given 
by us and all reaſonable creatures, all honour and 
glory, now and for evermore. Amen. 


Or this Prayer. 


Moſt gracious Father, we acknowledge with 

thankful hearts thy great mercy and good- 
neſs, in giving us this opportunity of commemo- 
rating the infinite love of our bleſſed ſaviour in 
dying for us, and thereby reconciling the world 
to thy offended majeſty. Pardon, O God, all 
thou haſt ſren amils, in the performance of this 
holy duty ; and grant, that this commemoration 
of our crucified Saviour, may ſo influence all our 
thoughts, words, and actions, as to raiſe in us a 
perpetual ſenſe of love and gratitude to thy di- 
vine goodneſs, and a conſtant reſolution of future 
obedience to thy holy will and commandments ; 
that we henceforth living as the redeemed of the 
/ Ron he, Lord 
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Lord Jeſus, may hereafter become partakers of 
all the benefits of his moſt precious death. And 
this we beg, through his alone merits and medi- 
ation, Amen. | | 


COLLECTS to be ſaid, one or more, after 
the Communion, at the Miniſter's diſcretion, 


Lord, we beſeech thee, mercifully to re- 
gard the prayers and ſupplications, which 
we have now offered to thy divine majeſty; and 
ſo enable us by thy grace, to walk in a conſtant 
obedience to thy holy will and commandments 
that amidſt the various changes and fad accidents 
of this mortal life, we may, through thy mercy, 
be preſerved from all dangers in this world, and 
in the life to come obtain everlaſting ſalvation, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 


All-powerful God, who art always ready 
O to aſfiſt thoſe who put their truſt in thee, 
mercifully accept theſe our prayers ; and becauſe, 
through the frailty of our nature, we are not able 
to do any good without thy aſſiſtance, grant us 
ſuch a plentiful meaſure of thy grace, as may 
enable us to keep thy commandments, and to 
Pleaſe thee both in will and deed, through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. . 4 


Almighty Lord and everlaſting God, Sc. 
as in the preſent Book. | 


Lmighty God, grant we beſeech thee, that 

che inſtruction which we have received this 

day from thy holy word, may by thy grace be 

ſo fixed in our minds, as that we may lead the 

remainder of our days according to thy holy * 
an 
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and commandments: and this we beg, for the 


honour and praiſe of thy name, and the everlaſt- 


ing ſalvation of our ſouls, Nd Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Anen. 


Leſs us, O — in all our * Waal Bing: $ 
with thy moſt gracious favour; and lt us 
with thy continual help; that all our: deſigns and 
actions, being begun, continued, and ended with 
thy bleſſing and divine aſſi ſtance, we may glorify 
thy holy name in this life, and in tlie Sorts to 
come, obtain everlaſting _ 2200 = 
Chriſt our Lord.” Annen 


Li bey God, be art ihe! We all 
wiſdom, and able to .do for vs abundantiy 
more than we can either aſk or think; we be- 
ſeech thee to have compaſſion upon our infirmi- 
ties, and to pardon the imperfection of theſe our 
prayers. And though our fins and wick 
make us unworthy "to beg of thee ſuch things As 
we want, yet we humbly beſeech thee t grant us 
whatſoever thou knoweſt to be neceſſary for us; 
for the ſake of thy Son oor bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 


Lmighty God, vho haſt promiſed to hear 

the petitions of them that pray unto thee in 

thy Son's name, we beſeech thee of thy great 

mercy, favourably to regard the prayers and ſup- 

plications which we have now offered up to thy 

divine majeſty ; and thoſe things which we have 

requeſted agreeably to thy will, we beſeech thee 

to grant us, as well for the relief of our-wants and 
neceſſities, as to manifeſt thy power ànd great 


glory; this we beg for Jeſus C Chriſt's fake, Amen. 
The 
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The Coiurcts * for the Year. 


Firſt Sunday in Advent. © © © 
 & Lmighty God, who, of thy great love, 
A ſenteſt thy Son our Saviour to reveal thy 
| A. will-more, fully. to us; give us grace we 
beſeech thee, moſt carefully to improve the light 
afforded us by his holy goſpel, that we may daily 
increaſe in all virtue and goodneſs. Make | 
chaſte and temperate, juſt and charitable, and ul. 
ways inclined to do acts of mercy. And when 
our bleſſed Saviour ſhall come in his glorious ma- 
jeſty to judge the world at the laſt day, grant, 
that we, and all thy faithful ſervants, may rife to 
a life immortal, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
0 n i 03 e 
Ssecond Sunday in Advent. 
Moſt bleſſed God, who the better to inſtruct 
| us in the knowledge of our duty, haſt been 

pleaſed to reveal thy will to us in the holy ſcrip- 
tures; grant that we may with ſuch care and di- 
ligence, hear, read, mark and obſerve them, and 
ſo effectually embrace and believe the truths therein 
contained; as that we may with one mind and 
heart glorify thee, and by the comfort and hope 
of thy holy word, be enabled to perſevere in a 
virtuous courſe of life. This we beg, tor the ſake 
of thy Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
ird 
N. B. Should it ever be judged adviſable to omit the 


Epiſtles and Goſpels, yet it may be very proper to have Col- 
lets adapted to the Leſſons for the day. nn 
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Third Sunday in Advent. 


OST gracious God, we acknowledge with 

hearty thanks, thy great love in ſending 
thy Son our Saviour, to be an example of all 
righteouſneſs, and for appointing him to be our 
judge at the end of the word. Give us grace, 
we beſeech thee, to avoid all raſh and uncharitable 
judging of others; increaſe in us meekneſs and 
humility, brotherly love and charity, and make 
us to abound in all good works; that when our 
Saviour ſhall come in his great glory to judge 
mankind, at the laſt day, we and all thy ſervants, 
who have lived in thy faith and fear, may find 


mercy and favour with thee, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


Fourth Sunday in Advent. 


Lmighty God, give us grace we beſeech 
A thee, not only to believe in thy Son Jeſus 
hriſt, but alſo moſt heartily to repent of our ſins 
and wickedneſs, and to reform and amend our 
lives; that being prepared by faith and repen- 
tance, we may with thankful hearts commemo- 
rate our blefſed Saviour's incarnation and birth, 
and through him be enabled to lead the remain- 
der of our days, as becomes thoſe he has redeemed 
with his own moſt precious blood. Grant this 
for the merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


For Chriſtmaſs Day, 
O Moſt gracious God, who out of thine infi- 


nite love to the children of men, didſt ſend 
Q thy 
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thy only Son our bleſſed Saviour, to take our nas 
ture upon him, and to be born of a pure virgin; 
whoſe coming into the world in ſo great humility, 
we this day commemorate : accept, we pray thee, 
of our moſt hearty praiſe and thankſgiving for this 
wonderful inſtance of thy love towards mankind, 
And we humbly beſeech thee to give us grace, 
ſo carefully to imitate the example of our bleſſed 
Lord, in all virtuous and holy living, that we may 
at laſt be tranſlated to his glorious and eternal 
kingdom, through his merits and mediation, 
Amen, | 


The old Collect for St. STErnN's day. 


St. Jonun's day. 


OST gracious God, we beſeech thee to 
give us and all thy people grace, moſt 
heartily to believe the doctrine delivered by thy 
holy Apoſtle and Evangeliſt St. Joh v; that we 
having faith in Chriſt as he had, may obtain the 
forgiveneſs of our ſins, and at laſt attain. the end 
of all thy revelations, even the ſalvation of our 
ſouls, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Innocents day. 

Lmighty God, who didlt in thy providence 

permit He rop's cruelty: towards the chil- 
dren at Bel hlebem, that they by their deaths might 
both glorify thee, and be an example unto others, 
to ſuffer perſecution for the truth of thy holy reli- 
gion; we humbly beſcech thee, to mortify and 
ſubdue in us all vice and wickedneſs, and fo to aſ- 


iſt us by thy all- powerful grace, that by the in- 
„ nocency 
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nocency of our lives, and conſtancy of our faiths 


even unto death, we may glorify thy holy name, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. ? | 


Sunday after Chriſtmaſs- day. 


Lmighty God, who at a time moſt ſuitable 
\ to thy infinite wiſdom, didſt ſend thy only 
Son our bleſſed Saviour into the world, to redeem 
thoſe who were ſubje& to death and eternal pu- 
niſhment z make us, we beſeech thee, ever thank- 
ful for ſuch an inexpreſſible inſtance of love and 
mercy; and give us grace fo to pleaſe thee by a 
virtuous and holy life, that we, being renewed by 
thy Holy Spirit, may now be thy adopted chil- 
dren, and hereafter become heirs and inheritors 
of thy heavenly and eternal kingdom, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Circumciſion of CuR1sT, the old Collect. 


The Epiphany, 


God, who by a ſtar didſt manifeſt and make 

known thine only begotten Son to the Gen- 
tiles; mercifully grant, that we who now know 
thee by thy powerful works, and do believe in 
thy Son, and the goſpel which he hath revealed, 
may after this life is ended, attain to a more per- 
fect knowledge of thy glorious Godhead, in thy 
eternal kingdom ; and this we beg far the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


The old Collect for the fixth, after the Epiphany, 
* tobe uſed for the firſt, 


Q 2 The 
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The Second Sunday after Epiphany. 


Lmighty God, who art the author and giver 
A of all good gifts, we humbly beſeech thee 
to beſtow upon us ſuch a meaſure of thy grace 
and Holy Spirit, as may enable us to diſcharge 
our ſeveral and reſpective duties. Make us humble 
and merciful, kind and charitable z endue us with 
a diligent and induſtrious, a patient and contented 
ſpirit, that ynder all the diſpenſations of thy pro- 
vidence, we may be reſigned to thy divine will; 
and bring us at laſt to thy glorious and eternal 
kingdom, through the merits of our moſt bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


Third and Fourth Sundays, the old Colledbs. 


The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany. 


Lord, we beſeech thee to preſerve continu · 
| ally thy holy Church, in the profeſſion of 
the true faith; and grant that the members there- 
of may live in brotherly love and unity. Make 
us to be kind and merciful, charitable and com- 
paſſionate, one towards another. This we beg, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany. 


Lord, we beſeech thee to take from us all 

pride and vain-glory, and to endue us with 
humility and lowlineſs of mind; that we may not 
think more highly of ourſelves than we ought, 
nor deſpiſe our fellow chriſtians, who with us are 
members of Chriſt's body the church: and grant, 
that by an humble, charitable, and virtuous life, 
we may adorn our chriſtian profeſſion, and that 
I our 
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dur ſouls and bodies may be holy and acceptable 
in thy ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
N. 


Ame 


The Third Sunday before Lent. 


Gracious God, who haſt made it our duty 
O and intereſt to ſerve and pleaſe thee, give 
us grace always to love and fear, obey and ho- 
nour thee. Make us ſober and temperate, meek 
and patient, juſt and charitable; grant that by a 
life of virtue and holineſs, we may glorify thy 
great name, and thereby recommend the goſpel of 


God our Saviour to others ; this we beg for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


The Second Sunday before Lent. 


Lord, who knoweſt that we are not able to 

do any thing of ourſelves, but our truſt is 
only in thee; afford us, we beſeech thee, the grace 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled con- 
ſtantly to obey thy commandments. And grant, 
O merciful God, that by thy power and good- 
neſs, we may be defended from all dangers, and 
ſeaſonably relieved under all aur troubles. This 
we implore of thee for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


The Sunday before Lent. 


God, who haſt taught us by thy holy word, 

that without charity, our beſt actions will 

not avail us at the laſt day; we humbly beſeech 
thee, to inflame our hearts with an univerſal cha- 
rity towards all men, both in word and deed ; 
that we following the holy command, and bleſſed 
example of our Saviour Chriſt, in loving our 
neighbours as ourſelves, and doing good to others, 
: IP may 
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may hereafter obtain mercy and favour from thee, 
thro* the merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


The old Prayers for Aſb-wedneſaay. 


The Firſt Sunday in Lent. 


CY Lord, who for our ſakes didſt ſuffer thy 
0 Son, our bleſſed Saviour, to faſt forty days 
and forty nights; give us grace, we beſeech thee 

to uſe ſuch abſtinence, as may ſubdue all carnal 
affections in us. Enable us to conquer and over- 
come the temptations of the Devil, the world, 
and the fleſh, and to live holy and pure lives, to 
thy honour and glory, and our own everlaſting 
happineſs, through-Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


The Second Sunday in Lent. 


L. mighty God, who declareſt thy abhorrence 

of all impurity, we beſeech thee to give us 
grace, to mortify and ſubdue all the luſts of the 
fleſh, and to ſerve thee with pure and clean hearts. 
Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, and in- 
wardly in our ſouls, that we may be defended 
from all adverſities which may happen to our bo- 
dies, and from al! evil thoughts, that may aſſault 
and hur: our fouls: This we beg for Jeſus Chriſt's 
fake. Amen, | 


7 he Third Sunday in Lent, 


Moſt merciful God, who gaveſt thy Son to 

be a ſacrifice for ſin, and doſt command 

us to love one another. as Chriſt hath loved us; 
give us grace, we befcech thee, to lead our lives 
according to his example, and the precepts of his 
holy word. Enable us to overcome the tempta- 
| — 


( 95) 
tions of the world, the fleſh, and the Devil; to 
ſubdue and mortify our luſts and paſſions, and. to 
purify ourſelves from all uncleanneſs, both of fleſn 
and ſpirit: this we beg for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 


Amen. | 


Fourth Sunday in Lent, the old Collect. 


The Fifth Sunday in Leut. 


Lmighty God, we beſeech thee graciouſly 

to look upon us thy humble ſervants, whom 
thou haſt redeemed with the precious blood of 
thy dear Son. Let the remembrance of this, 
conſtantly raiſe in us the higheſt ſentiments of 
love and gratitude to him, for his infinite kind- 
neſs and mercy, And grant that by thy good 
providence, our bodies may be kept from all ſad 
accidents, and our fouls defended from all fin 
that being preſerved both in body and ſoul, we 
may glorify thy holy name, thro? Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. | 


Sunday before Eaſter, the old Collect. 


Thurſday before Eaſter. 


A0 God, who by thy Son our bleſſed 
Saviour didſt inſtitute the ſacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, in order to perpetuate the me- 
mory of his death and paſſion, to the end of the 
world; give us grace ſo carefully to examine our- 
ſelves, before we approach thy holy table, that 
we may, in a worthy and acceptable manner, ce- 
lebrate the memorial of his death. Raiſe in our 
minds ſuch pious, humble, and meek diſpoſi- 
tions, that we may commemorate the love of our 
dying Saviour, with the moſt devout and inflamed 
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affections; and make us, we beſeech thee, pars 
takers of all thoſe great and exceeding benefits, 
which by his precious death he hath purchaſed 
and procured for us: this we beg, through his 


merits and mediation. Amen. 


Good Friday, 


Lmighty God, we acknowledge with hum- 

ble and thankful hearts, thy tender love 
towards us and all mankind, in ſending thy Son 
our bleſſed Saviour to die the moſt cruel and ig- 
nominious death of the croſs, that we might there- 
by obtain everlaſting life. Let, we pray thee, 
the continual memory of his bitter death and paſ- 
ſion, be ſo fixed in our minds, as to beget in us a 
great indifferency to the things of this world, and 
a ready ſubmiſſion to thy will, under the moſt af- 
flicting diſpenſations of thy providence. And 
grant that the ſenſe of this infinite love of thine, 
may ſo influence our hearts and minds, as to en- 
gage us to a conſtant and dutiful obedience to all 
thy commandments: This we beg, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Saviour, Amen. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, we beſeech 
A thee graciouſly to receive our ſupplications 
and prayers, which we offer to thy divine majeſty 
for all ſorts and conditions of men in thy holy 
church ; that all the members thereof may be uſe- 
ful and ſerviceable in their reſpective ſtations, and 
truly ſerve thee in all holineſs and purity of life, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Moſt gracious and merciful God, who 6 
lovedit the world, as to give thine only be- 
gotten Son to die a ſacrifice for it, that by his 
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death all who truly repent and believe in him, 
might obtain everlaſting life; and haſt aſſured us, 
that thou doſt not deſire the death of a ſinner, but 
wouldeſt rather he ſhould return from his wic- 


kedneſs and live: we moſt heartily beſeech thee to 


have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels and 
Heretics; take from them all ignorance, hardneſs 
of heart, and contempt of thy ward, and in thy 
appointed time, bring them home to thy flock ; 
that we and they, being under the care and pro- 
iection of the great ſhepherd of ſouls, Jeſus Chriſt, 
may be all eternally ſaved, in that great day, 
when he ſhall come to judge the world: And 5 


we beg, through the merits of his moſt bleſſed 


death and paſſion, Amen. 
Eafter- Eve, the old Collect. 


Eafter-day, 
A e God, who by raiſing thy bleſſed 
l 


Son our Saviour from the dead, haſt given 
m victory over death, and afforded us the 
hope of everlaſting life; for which all thanks and 
praiſe be given to thy divine Majeſty: Grant that 
we may riſe from the death of ſin, to the life of 
righteouſneſs. Mortify and ſubdue in us all fin 
and wickedneſs, ſanctify our affections and incli- 


nations; and ſo fix our hearts and minds upon 


things ſpiritual and eternal; that when we ſhall 
depart this life, we may reſt in thee, and at the 
general reſurrection be found acceptable in thy 
ſight, through the merits of our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour. Amen, | 
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Eaſter Monday and T. ueſday, 


Moſt gracious God, who art no reſpecter 


of perſons, but extendeſt mercy and com- 
paſſion to all who love and fear thee; and by the 
reſurrection of thy Son our Saviour from the 
grave, haſt given us aſſurance of our riſing again 
at the laſt day: Grant that we may ſo truly and 
faithfully ſerve thee here, in all virtuous and holy 
living, that when our bleſſed Lord ſh 1] come in 
his great glory to judge the world, we and all his 
ſervants may find favour and mercy with thee, 


and riſe to a life immortal, through the merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


Sunday after Eaſter. 


Lmighty God, who haſt given thine only 

Son to die for our ſins, and to riſe again 

for our juſtification ; give us grace, we beſeech 
thee, pot only to believe the truth of his reſur- 
rection from the dead, but alſo to endeavour to 
iwitate his moſt holy life; that by faith in him, 
and a ſincere conſtant obedience to all thy com- 
mands, we may have a ſolid hope of riſing at the 
laſt day, to a life immortal, thro' his mediation 


and interceſſion. Amen. 


Second Sunday after Eaſter, 


Lmighty God, give us grace, we beſeech 

thee, to follow the example of thy Son 
our bleſſed Saviour, in all holineſs and hu- 
mility, meckneſs and charity, patience. and re- 
ſignation to thy will ; that we ſerving thee here by 
a pious and humble, a devout and charitable life, 
may at the laſt day, when he ſball appear in his 
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great glory, be admitted into his eternal kingdom, 
through his merits and meditation. Amen. 


Third Sunday after Eaſter. | 


Merciful God, who haſt given to all mankind 
() grace and knowledge, ſufficient to do what- 
ſoever thou requireſt. Grant that all thy people 
may be careful ro improve the light which thou 
affordeſt them, and to diſcharge their ſeveral 
duties towards thee, and all men. More eſpecial- 
ly, we pray thee, to enable us, who are bleſſed 
with the greater light of the goſpel, to live a- 
greeably to the rules thereof; that by an honeſt, 
temperate and virtuous life, we may adorn our 
moſt holy religion, and recommend it to the 
proctice of others. Grant this, for thy Son our 
Saviour's ſake. Amen. | 


Fourth Sunday afier Eaſter. 


God, we are taught by thy holy word, that 

thou art the author and giver of all good 
gifts; give us grace, we beſeech thee, to mortify 
our carnal and corrupt affections, and moſt care- 
fully to obey all thy commandments. And grant 
that amidſt the various changes, and ſad accidents 
of this mortal life, we may always have our 
hearts fixcd on that recompence of N N 
which thou haſt graciouſly promiſed; and in all 
our troubles and afflictions, be aided, comforted 
and ſupported by thy holy Spirit. This we beg, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Fifth Sunday after Eaſter, 


Eternal Lord God, by whoſe gracious aſ- 
ſiſtance it is that we are enabled to do any 


4 the 


> ( 100 ) 

the leaſt- good, grant to us thy humble ſervants, 
the continual aid of thy holy Spirit, that we may 
with due attention of mind, hear and read thy holy 
word; and alſo obſerve and praCtiſe its rules and 
precepts. Make us pure and holy, kind and cha- 
ritable; merciful and compaſſionate, and to live 
agreeably to our chriſtian profeſſion. This we 
beg; for the fake of thy Son, our bleſſed redeemer, 
Amen, | 


| Aſcenſion-day, | 

CY Altnighty God, who by the holy ſcrip- 
O tures haſt aſſured us of the truth of our Sa- 
viour's Aſcenſion into heaven, after his reſurrecti- 
on from the grave; give us grace, we beſeech 
thee, frequently to meditate on thoſe glories, which 
thou haſt prepared for thy faithful ſervants 3; and 
ſo to place our affections in this life on things ſpi- 
ritual and eternal; that we may have hope at the 
procrp! reſurrection, of coming to that high and 

oly place, which thou haſt prepared for thoſe 
who faithfully ſerve thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lor d. Amen. | 


| Sunday after Aſcenfion-day. 

O God, the King of Glory, who didſt in a moſt 
N triumphant manner exalt thy Son our bleſſed 
Saviour from earth to heaven, we beſeech thee 
not to leave us comfortleſs; but afford us the aſſiſ- 
tance of thy holy Spirit, to enable us to ſerve thee 
in all ſuch duties as thou requireſt of us; that 
having obeyed thy will, and pleaſed thee here, 
by a holy and good life, we may in thy good 
time be exalted to a ſtate of happineſs, in that 
better world which is to come; and this we beg 
tor Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, Amen, 
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_ Whitſunday, 
\ Linighty God, who didſt in a moſt miracu- 
lous manner, inſpire the holy Apoſtles, 
and other faithful people, with a divine power, to 
the intent that thy revealed will might be known 

unto all men; for which we praife and magni 

thy great name. Grant us the powerful aid of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we knowing thy will, and keep- 
ing thy commandments, may obtain thy love and 
favour in this world, and hereafter be made par- 


takers of thy heavenly kingdom, through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


Monday and Tueſday after Whitſunday. 


God, who at the firſt publication of the goſ- 

pel, didſt inſpire the hearts of thy faithful 
people, with an extraordinary meaſure of thy 
Holy Spirit; we beſeech thee to give us ſo much 
thereof, as may guide us in all truth, neceſſary 
for our ſalvation. And grant, that we may truly 
believe in thy Son, our bleſſed Saviour, and the 
doctrine which he hath taught; and ſo carefully 
improve the light afforded us in the holy ſcrip- 
tures, that at our death, we may enter into life 


eternal, through his mediation and interceſſion, 
Amen. 


Trinity Sunday. 
O0 Moſt glorious and incomprehenſible God, 


infinite in all perfections; grant, we be- 
ſeech thee, that we may with the deepeſt humili- 
ty, and greateſt ſincerity of heart, believe in thee, 
praiſe and love thee, our Creator, Redeemer and 
Sanctifier, according to thy holy word; and that 


as 
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as we have been baptized into the faith of Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, the one true God; ſo we 
and thy whole Church, may continue ſtedfaſt ,; in 
the ſame faith, and glorify thy great name, in | this 
manner, world without end. Amen. 


1 


Firſt Sunday after 7 rinity.” 


Moſt merciful God, who ſo loved us, as " 
O ſend thy only Son into the world, that we 
through him might obtain everlaſting life. Give 
us grace, we beſecch thee, to teſtify our love to 
thee, by loving one another, and keeping thy holy 
commandments ; that we truly loving, and faith- 
fully ſerving thee in this preſent life, may at the 
laſt day be made partakers of thy love and favour 
to all eternity, Grant this, for thy Son's ſake, 
our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer. Amen, 


Second Sunday after T rinity. 


O God, who art a being of infinite goodneſs; 
and haſt abundantly diſcovered thy love and 
mercy towards the children of men; give us grace, 
that we may be kind, compaſſionate and tender- 
hearted ; and to live in love and charity with all 
men: And grant, that by believing in thy Son, 
and obeying thy holy will and commandments, 
we may be intitled to thy gracious favour, and be 
al ſo defended by thy good providence from all dan- 
gers; this we beg tor Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


Third Sunday after Trinity. : 3 
Lmighty God, who correcteſt thoſe whom 


thou doſt love's ; endue us, we beleech thee, 

with a ſpirit of humility, patience and contentment, 
that in all the troubles and afflictions of this life, 
we 
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we may with a chearful mind ſubmit to thy holy and 
righteous will: ſupport and comfort us under all 
adverſities; and after this ſhort and painful life is 
ended, bring us to that ſtate of happineſs and perfect 


bliſs, which thou haſt reſerved for thoſe, who love 
and ſerve thee, through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. Amen. 


Fourth Sunday after Trinity. 


All- powerful God, who art ever ready to 

aſfiſt thoſe who put their truſt in thee; we 
humbly beſeech thee, mercifully to regard the 
troubles and afflictions of all thy creatures, and to 
afford them thy moſt gracious help; that being 
ſupported by thy goodneſs, under all their ſorrows 
and diſtreſſes, they may be enabled to bear all the 
ſufferings of tnis preſent life ; and at laſt by thy 
mercy obtain that eternal happineſs which thou 


haſt promiſcd, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. | 
| 


Fifth Sunday after Trinity, 


Mot gracious God, who art ſlow to anger, 


and of great mercy, and haſt commanded 
us to love our neighbours as our ſelves; endue us, 


we beſeech thee, with ſuch compaſſionate and 


tender hearts, as that we may be ever ready to 
ſhew mercy and kindneſs to all men. Make us 
quiet and peaceable under all provocations, to 
Keep our tongue from evil ſpeaking, and to injure 
no one by word and deed. Grant this, for thy 
Sons take, our bleſſed Saviour. Amen. 
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Sixth Sunday after Trinity, 


A God, who haſt prepared for them who love 

| and ſerve thee, ſuch good things as far ſur. 
paſs our underſtanding give us grace, we beſeech 
thee, to mortify all ſinful and carnal affections in 
us, to love and fear thee above all things, and to 
live in love and charity one towards another. Sub- 
duein us all wrath and revenge, malice and ill will, 
and fo enable us to pleaſe thee by a holy, blame- 
leſs, and upright life, that after death, we may 
riſe to a life immortal, and enjoy the bleſſings thou 
haſt promiſed, through fun Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. | | | 


Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 


Lmighty God, who art the author and giver 
A of all good things, we beſeech thee to in- 
cline our hearts to love and ſerve thee, and to Place 
our contentment and ſatisfaction in thy love and 
favour. Increaſe in us true religion and all good- 
neſs. Aſſiſt us to withſtand the temptations of the 
devil, the world, and the fleſh ; and to lead ſuch 
holy, uſeful and virtuous lives, as that we may be 
always ready to leave this world, whenever thoy 


ſhalt take us hence. Grant this, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake. Amen. 1 


Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 


Holy and merciful God, we who cannot 
perform any duty acceptably, without thy 
gracious aid, do moſt humbly beſeech thee, to 
mortify and ſubdue in us all carnal affeQions and 
ſenſyal inclinations ; and be pleaſed ſo to aſſiſt us 
with the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that we may be 
| NY enabled 
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enabled to lead our lives agreeably to thy holy 


| word, and by thy mercy be admitted hereafter 
into the kingdom of heaven. This we beg for 


the fake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Ninth Sunday after Trinity, 

CY Eternal and mercifyl God, we beſeech thee 
to fix in our minds the truths of thy holy 
word; and ſo keep us from all ſin and wickedneſs, 
that no temptation '' may have power over us: 
And ſo conſtantly aſſiſt us by thy holy Spirit, that 
we may faithfully diſcharge our duty towards 
thee and all men; and at our departure hence, be 


received into thy everlaſting kingdom, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 

Lmighty God, who haſt promiſed to give thy 

holy Spirit to them that aſk it, we humbly 
beſeech thee to afford us ſuch a meaſure thereof, as 
may enable us to perform our duty to thee, our 
neighbour and our ſelves. Endue us with the 
ſpirit of wiſdom and knowledge, juſtice and mer- 
cy, humility and patience, and all chriſtian vir- 
tues, that we ſerving thee here, agreeably to thy 


holy word, may hereafter be made partakers of 


thy heavenly kingdom, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. Wo 


Eleventh Sunday after Trinity, 


\ Moſt gracious and. merciful God, give us 
grace, we beſeech thee, truly to believe what · 
ſover thy Son our bleſſed Saviour hath revealed, 


and daily to imitate his piety, meekneſs, humility 


and patience, Make us diligent and careful to 
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improve the light of the goſpel, and to increaſe in 
all knowledge and goodneſs z that we ſerving thee 
here by a holy and virtuous life, may hereafter 
be made partakers of thy heavenly kingdom, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Twelfth $ unday after T, rinity. 


, Lmighty God, who art always more e ready 
to hear our prayers, than we are to offer 

chem; and beſtoweſt on us more bleſſings and fa- 
vours than we can deſire, or do deſerve; be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to continue to us thy merciful good- 
neſs, both in ſupplying us with the bleſſings we 
want, and in for giving us our many and great ſins. 
All which we humbly beg, through the merits 
and mediation of thy — our bleſſed Saviour, | 
_— N 


7. birteenth Sunday after Trinity. 


Lord our God, who art-a moſt perfect be- 

ing, and worthy of the love and adoration. 
of all thy creatures: Give us grace, we. beſeech 
thee, that we may make it our delight and plea- 
ſure, to honour and worſhip, praiſe and admire, 
the infinite glories and per fections of thy nature 
and more eſpecially to returnthee our hearty thanks, 
for the merciful diſpenſation of the goſpel. Grant 
us to love thee above all things, and our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves ; that having faithfully ſerved 
thee in this life preſcnt, we-may hereafter eternally 
praiſe, ana} and adore thee, though wy 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Fourteenth 
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Fourteenth Sunday after T, rinily. 


Moſt holy and gracious God, we humbly 

beſeech thee, to give us grace to reſiſt and 
overcome'the temptations of the world, the fleſh 
and the devil; to ſubdue and mortify our luſts and 
paſſions z and to purify our ſouls from all ſin and 
uncleanneſs; and ſo affiſt us with the grace of thy 
holy Spirit, that we ſerving thee here, by a chaſte 
and pure, meek and humble, holy and religious 
life, may hereafter be received inta the bleſſed re- 
gions of everlaſting reſt and peace, through the 
merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen, 


| Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity. 


A Lmighty God, who never faileſt to aſſiſt 
them who put their truſt in thee, grant us 
grace, we beſeech thee, in all dangers and neceſ- 
fities, to place our whole truſt and confidence in 
thy mercy, and chearfully to ſubmit to all the diſ- 
penſations of thy providence. Take from us all 
anxious and ſolicitous care, about the things of 
this world. Make us diligent and induſtrious in 
our ſeveral duties, and careſul to obey thee in all 
things; that having ſerved thee here, by an honeſt 
and religious life, we may hereafter obtain the glo- 


rious reward of all our labours, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. ; wg 5 


Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity. 


Moſt merciful God, we humbly beſeech thee, 
to fix in our minds ſuch a powerful ſenſe 
of thee, and of the love of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, that we may above all things love, 
| | „ a 
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fear and reverence thee. Make it our delight and 
pleaſure to give thee thanks and praiſe, to obey 
and ſerve thee ; that having glorified thee here, 
by a holy and pious life, we may at our deaths 
have hope of living with thee for ever, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, | 


Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity. 


Lmighty God, grant us, we beſeech thee, 

ſuch a meaſure of thy grace and holy Spie 
fit, as may defend us from the aſſaults and temp- 
tations of this world, and enable us to overcome 
every wicked and evil inclination. Subdue in us 
all ambition, pride and envy, and endue us with 
meekneſs and humility, love and charity; that we 
faithfully ſerving thee in this life, may hereafter 
enjoy the glories of thy kingdom, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lol. Amen. 


Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 


O Moſt gracious and ever bleſſed Lord God, 
the fountain of love and goodneſs; inflame 
our hearts, we pray thee, with an unfeigned love 
towards thee, and our bleſſed Redeemer z and 
grant that we may expreſs the ſame in our lives 
and converſations, by a dutiful obedience to all 
thy commands, and an affectionate love to our 
fellow creatures. This we beg, for Jeſus per 
Take. Amen. 


Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity. 


Eternal and Almighty God, enable us, we be- 
ſeech thee, to reſiſt and withſtand the temp- 
tations of the world, the fleſh, and the Devil, 


and to o purify our ſelves from all fin and 9 
neſs, 
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neſs, Keep us from lying and ſlandering, anger 
and evil ſpeaking. Make us juſt and honeſt, di- 
ligent and induſtrious z' and ſo guide and govern 
us by thy holy Spirit, that having ſerved thee here 
with pure hearts and minds, we may at Jaſt be 
tranſlated to thy heavenly and eternal kingdom, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Twentieth Sunday after Trinity, the old Coll 2, | 


Twenty-firſt Sunday after Trinity. / B 
0 Moſt gracious God, we humbly beſeech 


thee to beſtow upon us an abundant meaſure 
of thy grace and holy Spirit, that we may be en- 
abled to contend with the powers of darkneſs, and 
the many dangers and difficulties of this trouble- 
ſome world. Inſpire us with courage, reſolution, 
and fortitude, to go thro? all the trials and temp- 
tations we are to meet with here. Endue us with 
a ſpirit of true devotion, that being inſtant in 
prayer, we may evermore be comforted and ſup- 
ported under all our afflictions; and this we beg, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. Mats 


Twenty-ſecond Sunday, the old Collect. 


Twenty-third Sunday after Trinity, 


Moſt gracious God, we beſeech thee to raiſe 

() in our minds a lively ſenſe of our duty ta- 
wards thee, and of that great account we muſt 
one day give. Suffer us not to fall into a careleſs 
ſtate of living, or to be unmindful of that one 
thing needful, the ſalvation of our ſouls; but en- 
able us by thy grace to have our converſation in 
heayen, and to ſerve thee here by a holy and vir- 
tuous 
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tuous life, that both our ſouls and bodice may here. 
after obtain a blefſed immortality, thro? then merits 
of any Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


ruh uri Sunday ofter 7 viniry, 


\ Lmighty God, we beſeech thee to endue us 

with the grace of thy holy Spirit, that we 
may be enabled to keep all thy commandments, 
Grant that we may be filled with the knowledge of 
thy will, in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing. Make us chaſte and pure in all our thoughts, 
words and actions; juſt and honeſt in our deal- 
ings; and ſo faithful and diligent i in the diſcharge 
of our ſeveral duties to thee and all men, that hay- 
ing faichfully ſerved thee here, we may be tranſ- 
lated at the laſt day to thy heavenly kingdom, 
through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 8 Fats 


Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity. 


OST gracious God, who haſt called us to 
thy kingdom and glory, and bleſſed us 


Aich a variety of good things, to make this life 


both eaſy and pleaſant to us ; give us grace, we 
beſeech thee, to expreſs our grateful remembrance 


of all thy mercies, by living ſoberly, righteouſly 


and godly in this preſent world; looking for that 
bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
Lord our Righteouſneſs, thy Son our Saviour. 
Grant this, through his merits and mediation, 


Amen. 
e 


Th 
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The OFFICE for | 
Public Baptiſm of INFANTS, 


The Miniſter, if be finds, upon enquiry, that the 
child has not been baptized, ſhall ſay, 


Early beloved brethren, our bleſſed Saviour 
ve commandment to his diſciples, that 
they ſhould teach all nations, and baptize them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghoſt ; he alſo commanded young chil- 
dren to be brought unto him, and rebuked thoſe 
who kept them from him, ſaying, Suffer little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
for of ſuch is the kingdom of God: Verily, I ſay 
unto you, whoſoever ſhall not receive the king- 
dom of God as a little child, he ſhall not enter 
therein; and he took them up in his arms, put 
his hands upon them, and bleſſed them. Let us 
not therefore doubt, but earneſtly believe, that he 
will favourably receive this pteſent infant, and 
embrace him with the arms of his mercy. 

But ſince our Saviour alſo faith, that except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven; ſignifying 
thereby, his being baptized into the Chriſtian 
faith, and leading his life according to the rules 
thereof: Let us therefore beſeech Almighty God, 
thro* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to grant unto this 
child, whatever may be neceſſary to its being ad- 
mitted into Chriſt's holy Church by Baptiſm, and 
to become a true member of the ſame, 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, who art ever 
ready to aſſiſt and ſupport the needy and 
helpleſs, we humbly beſcech thee, in mercy to 
1 look 
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look upon this infant, who by holy Baptiſm is 
now to be dedicated to thy ſervice. O Lord, re- 
ceive him to thy favour 3 admit him into the body 
of Chriſt's Church, and make him a true and 
faithful member thereof. And if in thy good 
providence he ſhall attain to the uſe of reaſon and 
underſtanding, grant that. be may ever after con- 
tinue ſtedfaſt in the faith of Chriſt; and encreaſe 
in knowledge and all good works. Aſfflt bin 
with thy powerful grace, that he may have ftrength 
to overcome all temptations to ſin, and courage 
and reſolution to go through the troubles and af- 
fictions of this mortal life; and at laſt make him 
a partaker of thy heavenly kingdom, for the ſake 
of * Orritt our Lord. Amen. 


God our PU Father, who haſt called 
us to the knowledge of thy grace and faith 
in thee, we beſeech thee to encreaſe this know- 
ledge, and confirm this faith in us evermore. 
Give thy Holy Spirit to this infant, that he may 
lead his life agreeably to the rule of thy commands 
ments, and hereafter obtain everlaſting ſalvation, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; who liveth and 


reigneth with thee, and the Holy Spirit, now and 
for ever. Amen. 


Then the Miniſter ſhall ſay to the Sureties. 


Dr beloved, ye have brought this child ta 
be baptized; ye have prayed that Almighty 
God would receive him into Chriſt's Church, and 
hereafter admit him into the kingdom of heaven, 
But until ſuch time as he ſhall arrive to years of 
diſcretion, and be capable to perform the engage- 
ment to which baptiſm obliges him, it is neceſſary 
and expedient, that you his ſureties ſhould now 
pro- 
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promiſe, that you will carefully inſtruct him in 
the Chriſtian faith, and uſe your beſt endeavours 
that be may alſo lead a good and virtuous life, 
and obediently keep God's holy will and com- 
mandments. 


Tbe Articles of our Faith are, to believe in God 
the Father, &c. as in the Creed. 


M. Will you conſent to have this child bap- 
tized in this faith ? 


A. It is our deſire. 

M. Will you take all opportunities diligently 
to inſtruct him in this faith, till he arrives to years 
of diſcretion? 

A. We faithfully promiſe ſo to do. 

M. Will you uſe your beſt endeavours to bring 
bim up in the fear of God, and the knowledge of 
the Chriſtian religion, and do all you can to en- 
gage bim to obey God's holy will and command- 
ments? 


A. We will by God's aſſiſtance. 


Lmighty God, we beſeech thee to regard 
our prayers and ſupplications; and grant 
that this child now to be baptized, may receive 
thy bleſſing and heavenly grace; and at all times 
hereafter continue thy true and faithful ſervant, 
chro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Merciful God, grant, we beſeech thee, that 

as this child encreaſes in years, all carnal | 
affections may die in him, and that thoſe which | 
are ſpiritual, may abound and multiply. Give | 
bim power and ſtrength to overcome the tempta- 
tions of the devil, the world, and the fleſh. En- 
duc bim with all heavenly and divine virtues; and 
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t 
hereafter reward him with life eternal, thro' thy 
mercy, O bleſſed Lord, who governeſt all things 
world without end. Amen. 


The Miniſter taking the infant ſhall ſay, Name 
chis Child. And. ſhall then pour or ſprinkle 
water upon it, ſaying, | 


I baptize thee, in the name of the Father, 
NJ. and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Amen, 


E receive this child into the Church of 
| Chriſt, and do ſign him with the fign of 
the croſs, in remembrance of our bleſſed ſaviour's 
crucifixion, and that he may at all times hereafter 
confeſs the faith of Chrift; humbly beſeeching 
Almighty God to give him ſtrength and courage 
to profeſs this faith, and alſo grace to conquer his 
ſpiritual enemies, that. he may continue a faithful 
ſervant of Chrift to his death. Amen, 


Early beloved brethren, as this child is bap- 
tized and received into the body of Chriſt's 
Church; let us give thanks to Almighty God for 
the ſame, and alſo pray, that he may have grace 
to lead his life according to God's holy will and 
command ments. 


E returnthee hearty thanks,O moſt merciful 
Father, for that it hath pleaſed theeto ſanctify 

this infant with holy baptiſm, to receive him for 
thine own child by adoption and grace, and to 
admit him a member of thy holy Church. Grant, 
we humbly beſeech thee, that he dying unto fin, 
and living unto righteouſneſs, and conſtantly 
mortifying all ſinful and corrupt affections, the 
life of ſin may be utterly ſubdued and aboliſhed 
in 


(115) 
in him; and as be is by Baptiſm made partaker 
of the death of thy Son, grant that he may alſa 
be partaker of his reſurrection, and at the laſt day 
become an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, 
chrough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


(0) UR Father, &c. 


Then ihe Miniſter ſhall ſay to the Sponſors. 


Oraſmuch as you have promiſed, that this 
child ſhall be taught to believe in God, and 

to ſerve him, and alſo to be inſtructed in the prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian religion; let me exhort 
you ſeriouſly to conſider the ſolemn vow and pro- 
miſe, which 1n the preſence of God, and the face 
of this congregation, you have now made on the 
behalf of this infant; and always to Keep in re- 
membrance, that it is your part and duty, to ſee 
that this child, as ſoon as he is capable thereof, be 
rightly informed of the engagements he is under 
by this bis baptiſm, to lead a holy and virtuous 
lite, And that he may the better underſtand 55 
duty, you muſt often call upon him to, learn the 
Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and Ten Command- 
ments, and whatever a child ought to know and 
believe, as neceſſary to ſalvation. You are alſo 
to require him to be conſtant in the duty of prayer, 
morning and evening, to hear ſermons, and read 
good books. And to the end this child may be 
well inſtructed, and religiouſly brought up, you 
ought frequently to remind him of the nature and 
delign of Baptiſm z which, in general, is a folemn 
rite, appointed by Chriſt himſelf, for the admit- 
ting perſons into the viſible communion of his 
Church, as members of the ſame. And in par- 
| R 2 ticular, 
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ticular, it repreſents to us the neceſſity of living 
pure and holy lives; of which waſhing by water 
is a very apt ſimilitude. It is alſo an emblem of 
our dying with Chriſt in Baptiſm, and riſing again 
with him. And a ſerious reflection on our bap- 
tiſmal engagement ought to excite in us all, a con- 
ſtant remembrance of the obligations we are under, 
to lead holy and virtuous lives, after the example 
of our bleſſed Saviour; that as he died and roſe 
again for us, ſo we who have been baptized ſhould 
die unto ſin, and riſe again unto righteouſneſs , 
continually mortifying our evil and corrupt af- 
fections, proceeding and daily perſevering in ho- 
: lineſs of life. You are to take care that this child 
be brought to the Biſhop to be confirmed, as foon 
as he can ſay the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and 
Ten Commandments, and receive further inſtruc- 
tion in the principles of the Chriſtian religion. 


N. B. It is propoſed, that the uſe of the ſign 
of the croſs, ſhould be left to the diſcretion 
of parents, to be uſed or omitted ; and that 


parents may ſtand ſurety for their own chil- 
dren, | 


Alterations propoſed in the Church Catechiſm. 


9, HAT is your Chriſtian name? 
A. N. or M. 

; Why is your firſt name called your Chri- 
ſtian name? 

A. Becauſe it was given me by my ſureties, 
when I was baptized and admitted a member of 
Chriſt's Church. | 

2, What did your ſureties promiſe and engage 
for you, when you was baptized ? 


A, 
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A. They promiſed to inſtruct me in the articles 


of the Chr iſtianꝰ faith; and that I ſhould fear God, | 


and obey his holy will and commandments. 
9, What are the advantages of being baptized? 
A. To be made a member of Chriſt's Church, 
and thereby capable of inheriting the kingdom of 
heaven, 


Then as in the Catechiſm, ſo far as [who ſancti- 
eth me, and all the people of God.] 


9. What is God? 

A. God is a Being of all perfection, moſt pure 
and holy, good and merciful]; infinite in wiſdom, 
power, and juſtice ; almighty, eternal, and every 
where preſent. 

9. How many commandments did God pub- 
liſn to mankind ? 

A. Ten, &c. as in the Catechiſm, only to 
change ghoſtly for ſpiritual, 

What is the inward part ſignified by bap- 
tiſm ? 

A. The dying unto fin, and living unto righ- 
teouſneſs; and being thereby made a member of 
Chriſt's Church, Cc. 

O. What is the outward part or ſign of the 
Lord's Supper ? 

A. Bread and wine, which our Saviour com- 
manded to be received, 2s ſymbols of his body 
and blood. 

Q: What is the inward part or thing ſignified ? 

A. The body of Chriſt crucified, and his pre- 
cious blood ſhed for the redemption of mankind. 

2, What benefits do we receive by partaking 
of the Lord's Supper? 

A. All who with fincere repentance and true 
faith, partake of the Lord's Supper, may hope 

I 
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for the pardon of their fins, the aſſiſtance of God's 
grace, and for all the benefits of Chriſt's death. 

9. What is required of them who come to the 
Lord's Supper? | 

A. To examine themſelves, whether they truly 
repent of their former ſins; and to amend their 
lives. To have a ſtedfaſt faith in God's mercy 
thro* Chriſt, a thankful remembrance of his 
death, and to be in charity with all men, 


The Alterations propoſed in the Office for Burial 
of the Dead, as in the preſent Service, till the 
earth is caſt upon the body, when the Miniſter 


fall ſay, 


Oraſmuch as it hath pleaſed Almighty God, 
to take out of this world the ſoul of our de- 
ceaſed brother, we therefore commit hrs body to 
the ground, earth to carth, aſhes to aſhes, duſt 
to duſt, till the general reſurrection at the laſt 
day; when our bleſſed Saviour will change the 
vile and corruptible bodies, of thoſe who depart 
hence in the Lord, and will raiſe them to life im- 
mortal, like unto his glorious body, according to 
the mighty power whereby he is able to ſubdye all 
things to himſelf. 


I Heard a voice from heaven, ſaying unto me, 
write; from henceforth bleſſed are the dead, 
which die in the Lord, even fo faith the Spirit, 
for they reſt from their labours, 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Chriſt have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


() UR Father, &c. 


Almighty 
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Lmighty God, fince it hath pleaſed thee to 
deliver this our brother out of the miſeries 
of this ſinful world; grant that we thy ſervants 
may, in this and every other inſtance of thy wiſe 
providence, moſt heartily ſubmit to thy heavenly 
will. And we humbly beſeech thee, of thy gra- 
cious goodneſs, to haſten thy kingdom of glory, 
that we, and all thoſe whom thou haſt redeemed 
by thy Son's moſt precious blood, may have our 
perfect conſummation and bliſs both in body and 


ſoul, in thy eternal and everlaſting kingdom, 
thro* Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


In the prayer, O merciful God, &c. after this 
life, read, we may reſt in Chriſt, and that at the 
general reſurrection in the laſt day, we may 
be found, Sc. | 


Moſt righteous Lord, we acknowledge thy 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs in all thy 
diſpenſations towards the children of men. We 
revere thy judgments, and bleſs thee for the in- 
numerable mercies we have received. It was thy 
pleaſure at firſt to call us.into being, and when 
thou commandeſt, we die, and are no more ſeen. 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
bleſſed be his holy name. And we humbly be- 
ſcech thee, O God, to be merciful to us, who are 
yet in the land of the living; to pardon and for- 
give us our many and great ſins. We alſo en- 
treat thee, with pity and compaſſion to regard the 
preſent affliftion of thy ſorrowful ſervants, and 
merci fully to ſupport and comfort them *. [O 
Lord, ſuffer not their grief to exceed the bounds of 
reaſon and religion, but enable them to truſt in 


* This to be uſed at the Miniſter's diſcretion. 
thee 
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thee, and patiently to ſubmit to thy divine will.] 
Teach us who ſurvive, duly to conſider our own 
frail and uncertain ſtate, and make us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto 
witdom. Grant us grace to be always ready and 
prepared for death and judgment, that when the 
time of our appointed change ſhall come, we may 
be ſo refreſhed with thy joy ful countenance, as to 
leave this world with mu;ds perfectly reſigned to 
thy heavenly will; and at laſt be admitted into 
that place of reft and peace, where all tears ſhall 
be wiped from our eyes, and trouble and forrow 


ſhall be no more. This we beg thro? Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. 


18 II E grace of our Lord Jeſus, &c. 


The Ofjce for Churching of Women. 
This Prayer to be ſaid after the Thankſgiving. 


Almighty God, we give thee moſt humble 

and hearty thanks, tor that thou haſt been 
graciouſly pleaſed to deliver and preſerve this wo- 
man, thy ſervant, from the great pain and dan- 
ger of child-birth. Incline her heart, we beſcech 
thee, to ſhew forth thy praiſe, not only, with her 
lips, but by a holy and virtuous life. Let a ſenſe 
of thy merciful goodneſs, in defending; her from 
death, be ever preſent to her mind, to excite in 
her, an unfeigned love and gratitude to thee. 
And be pleaſed, O God, to perfect what thou 
haſt begun, and ſo to eſtabliſh her health, that 
tizis thy ſervant may lead the remainder of her 


days to thy honour and glory; thro? Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


Some 


— 


— 


Some Obſervations on the Church Liturgy, 
or the Scruples of a Country Cu RATE. * 


SIR, 


Have often wonder'd, why another public Re- 
view of the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
land, (which has been ſo earneſtly wiſhed for by a 
great many very pious members of our Church) 
has not been effectually undertaken long ago by 
proper authority. Ir is allowed by all rational 
perſons, that thete is need enough of amendment in 
ſeveral parts of the Common- Prayer-Book : Not 
can it well be otherwiſe, ſince a courſe of above 
ſeventy-five years (which have paſſed ſince the /aſt 
Review) muſt needs heve produced a great many 
obſolete words and phraſes at leaſt, and perhaps 
given us better light into ſeveral paſſages of ſcrip- 
ture, on which tome parts of our Liturgy were 
founded. 

I am fatisfied; that no one can read the book 
of Common- Prayer with attention and impartiali- 
ty, but muſt obſerve ſeveral things in it, that may 
be altered for the better: And why we ſhould not 
have it as free from imperfettions as may be, | 
know of no ſufficient reaſon; unleſs a few wretched 
political motives; which I have ſometimes heard 
of, ſhould be thought ſufficient to juſtify ſuch a 
neglect. If it was thought neceſſary in the year 
1689 (almoſt half a century ago) to undertake 2 
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general Review of the Common-Prayer- Boot; I 
am ſure, that the ſame neceſſity ſtill ſubſiſts; and, 
I believe, will be thought by moſt people to be 
now, ſomewhat ſtronger. 

It may be, that the chief motive at that time 
for altering the Liturgy, was in order to recom- 
mend it the better to our diſſenting brethren: The 
reaſon, without doubt, was very good, and wor- 
thy of true Chriſtians; and if an alteratibn was 
no to be undertaken for the ſame reaſon, I know 
of no-body that would find fault with it, but only 
ſuch as Dr. Sacheverel, who railed ſo bitterly at 
the intended alterations in 1689.—In my opinion, 
the preſent may not be an improper time to make 
ſome amendments in our Liturgy, for the ſake of 
the more moderate diſſenters : For, having lately 
loſt their hopes of ſeeing the 7% A repealed, I 
am perſuaded, that a great many among them 
would conftantly communicate with the Church of 
England; if a few things in her Liturgy, that are 
in their own na!ure indifferent, were Ictt, upon a 
Review, to be indifferent alſo in their uſe. And 
thoſe among them, who, upon this condeſcenſion 
from us, would not come over to our Church, 
would have leſs pretence afterwards to complain 
of hardſhips and diſcouragements from a religious 
eſtabliſhment, 

The proſpe& of bringing over many Diſſenters 
to the Church of England, is one reaſon why an 
improvement of our Liturgy ſhould be undertaken: 
But what chiefly led me to make theſe reficctions 
upon the neceſſity of improving our Liturgy, was 
a difficulty that I lately met with in reading the 
Office for Public Baptiſm, which ought not, in 
my opinion, to be ſuffered any longer to perplex 
the conſciences of honeſt men. Being Curate of 
a pretty large pariſh in the country, I was called 

upon, 
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upon, about fix weeks ago, by ſome of the pariſh- 
officers to baptize twin children of a poor travel- 
ling woman, who, by mere accident, had been 
brought to bed the day before, at a publick-houſe 
in our pariſh, The poor woman had no-body of 
her own acquaintance with her, not ſo much as 
her huſband ; and therefore the pariſh officers 
were obliged to hire ſome of the leaſt conſcientious 
people of the pariſh to be ſponſors for the chil- 
dren. After I had named the infants, and pro- 
ceeded to that part of the ſervice, which contains 
a ſolemn exhortation to the godfathers, I begun 
to reflect with myſelf, that what I was reading 
was no way ſuitable to that occaſion 3 but on the 
contrary, was highly improper, and in reality no 
better than moſt egregious trifiing with God and 
man, The ſurprize I was in, upon this ſudden 
reflection, occaſioned me to make a ſenſible pauſe : 
For I was under great doubt, whether I ought to 
go on or not: But not being able to recollect that 
I had any liberty to omit that part of the Baptiſ- 
ma] Office, upon any occaſion whatſoever ; I diſ- 
guiſed my confuſion as well as I could, and fi- 
niſhed the whole ſervice as uſual. When the ce- 
remony was over, I had then time to conſider 
with myſelt more leiſurely, with what ſeriouſneſs 
could I exhort the ſponſors ; and with what truth 
or faithfulneſs could they ſolemnly promiſe before 
God and the congregation then preſent, that they 
would 7each thoſę children the meaning of the vow 
and engagement that was then made for them? 
That they would call upon them to hear ſermons, 
in order to learn their baptiſmal covenant ? That 
they would provide for their inſtruction in the 
Creed, the Lord's-Prayer, and the Ten Command- 
ments; and for their god/y and virtuous education 
in all parts of chriſtian life; I ſay, with what face 
S 2 could 
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could I exhort them, or they promiſe to do theſe 
things; when I was ſure there was no probability 
of their ever ſeeing the children after they ſhould 
be one month old? For, their mother being kept 
in her lying-in at the pariſh expence, would be 
obliged to depart as ſoon as her month was up, 
and follow her old method of living, by travel- 

ling about the country; or perhaps would return 
to her own native place, which was in the iſland 
of Guernſey, —I aſſure you, that this relation is 
not feigned, but an exact account, in every par- 
ticular, of a real matter of fact: And I do not 
queſtion, but ſeveral of my brethren the Clergy 
have met with the like incidents. 

It is well known, that the buſineſs of ſponſors 
at Baptiſm 1s, 1n general, brought to a very ſcan- 
dalous paſs: I have heard, that the inferior ſort 
of people are obliged, in many places, to be at 
no ſmall expence in HIRING yon ſors for their 
children: And I believe, that in all places, not 
one in ten chooſe ſponſors with a REL1G10US 
view, of having their aſſiſtance in the pious and 
virtuous education of their children. Why then, 
in the name of God, is there not ſome proviſion 
made, either to regulate the great abule of this 
ceremony; or to leave it at the diſcretion of the 
parents to obſerve it, or not; or elſe wholly to 
lay it aſide, as a thing in itſelf not neceſſary, and 
known by experience to be great) avuſed? I 
heartily wiſh, that God may pur it into the hearts 
of thoſe who are in public authority, to make 
ſome alterations in this and other defects of our 
Commen- Prayer, for the eaſe of ſcrupulous con- 
ſciences, and for the greater decency aud ſolem- 
nity of public worſhip. 

Since I am upon this ſubject, I will take the 
liberty of communicating to you another ue 
| | Which 
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which I have often had upon my mind in reading 
one of the prayers of our Liturgy : The prayer 
that I mean, 1s that in the Burial Office, which 
immediately follows the Lord's Prayer. I think, 
there are ſome things mentioned in it, which are 
hardly true: and others, in my opinion, very im- 
proper. The prayer begins thus; Almigbiy God, 
with whom do live the ſpirits of them that depart 
hence in the Lord, and with whom the ſouls of the 
faithful, after they are delivered from the burden 
of the fleſh, are in joy and felicity, Not to men- 
tion the manifeſt tautology in theſe few words, I 
think the dc&rine they contain is not generally al- 
lowed to be rye, at leaſt it cannot be proved from 
ſcripture. We are aſſured, that God is in Hea- 
den; and the {cripture teaches us, that the ſouls 
of good men, departed this life, are in Hades; 
but Heaven and Hades have been always under- 
ſtood, I think, to be two diſtinct places; there- 
fore the ſouls of the faithful cannot be with God, 
in the ſenſe which ſeems to be meant here, 

It 1s the general opinion of the moſt eminegt 
divines of our Church, that the ſoz/s of good men, 
when they are gone out of this world,. are not with 
God in any proper ſenſe; that is, they do not en- 
Joy what is called The beatific viſion, or the more 
immediate preſence of the Divine Majeſty ; but are 
reſerved in an inviſible region, which the ſcripture 
calls Hades, until the laſt day of judgment; then 
to have their perfect conſummation of bliſs and 
happineſs in the g/orious preſence of God for ever- 
more, | 

The words immediately following the forego- 
ing paragraph, are theſe; We give thee bearty 
THANKS, for that it hath pleaſed thee to deliver 
this our brother out of the miſeries of this ſinful 
world, I have always looked upon this ſentence 


highly 
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highly improper to be uſed indiſcriminately at the 
burial of all /orts of people in general. When it 
is pronounced over ſuch perſons, as have died very 
old, or in great want and poverty, or in any other 
manifeſt miſery; it is then, in my opinion, very 
ſuitable. For we may, with great ſincerity, thank 
God for delivering a poor, infirm, or wretched 
creature out of thoſe miſeries of the world, which 
we knew he plainly ſuffered. But to thank God 
for taking out of this world, perhaps in the flower 
of his age, a man who was bringing up a family 
in virtuous induſtry,” or doing ſome eminent ſer- 
vices to religion and his country, or any other 
ways employing his talents to the glory of God, 
and the good of mankind ; I ſay, to thank God ſo- 
lemnly for the death of /uch a man, is what I can 
ſee no ground for, either in reaſon or ſcripture, 
In my opinion, it would be as well, if in ſuch 
inſtances we only expreſſed our $UBM1$$10N to 
the wiſe providence of God, who had thought 
proper to deprive us of fo uſeful a member of ſo- 
ciety. 

The next words in the ſame prayer are theſe 
that follow; beſeeching thee, that it may pleaſe 
thee of thy gracious goodneſs, ſhortly to accompliſh 
the number of thine eleft, and to haſten thy king- 
dom. I am not certain what is the exact meaning 
of this paſſage ; it appears to me to ſet forth the 
doctrine of ab/o/ute predeſtination ; for it ſeems to 
ſuppoſe, that there 1s a certain determinate num- 
ber of perſons to be ſaved ; and that God can ac- 
comtliſh, or make up that number ſooner or later, 
as he pleaſes: Whether this be the meaning of 
this paſſage; and if it be, whether it be agree- 
able to the doctrine of ſcripture, I leave to my 
ſuperiors to determine. For my own part, | 
have always looked it upon as favouring of abſolute 
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grediſtination; and, in that light, as not ſuffici- 
ently ſupported by Scripture; at leaſt, not fo 
clear of all doubt, as to be fit to make a part of 
a ſolemn petition to Almighty God. | 

I think, it is hardly juſtifiable, to put any thing 
into a public prayer, which is not founded upon 
clear deductions either of reaſon or ſcripture: For, 
public prayers have a much ſtronger ſanction put 
upon them, than the compoſitions of any private 
men: And the vulgar are apt to look upon them, 
as next in authority to the /criptures themſelves ; 
and ſometimes, I am afraid, carry their opinion 
of them much higher ; and the clergy are always 
obliged to make uſe of them without the leaſt va- 
riation, tho? the matter of them ſhould be gene- 


rally allowed, not to be entirely conſiſtent with 


ſcripture, Whether that prayer in the Burial 
Office, which I have now examined, be altoge- 
ther agreeable to reaſon and ſcripture, I leave 
every one to judge for himſelf. I did not chooſe 


this prayer for the ſubject of my obſervations, 


becauſe I thought it the only one in our Liturgy 
that is liable to exceptions; but I made choice of 
this, becauſe, in my opinion, it ſeems, in all its 
parts, to be the leaſt ſupported by ſcripture au- 
thority, of the whole collection of public prayers. 

I ſhall not trouble you at preſent. with my 
thoughts upon any of the reſt ; but beg leave to 
mention in general, that I think the morning ſer- 
vice for ſundays and Holidays, as it is now read in 
all pariſh-churches, loſes a great deal of its beauty 
and decency, (to ſay nothing worſe ) by the cuſtom 
that prevails every where of reading together, at 
one and the ſame time, without any proper inter- 
val, what was originally deſigned for three diſtin? 
ſervices, to be uſed ar ſo many different times. 
This gives occaſion to that (perhaps juſt) objec- 
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tion of the diſſenters, againſt the frequent repeti. 
tion of the Lord's Prayer in our public worſhip : 
For by this ill timed accumulation of different 
parts of our Liturgy, it is no uncommon thing 
for the Lord's-Prayer to be repeated s1x times in 


the ſam? morning ſervice. 


I am not conſcious to myſelf, that in theſe. ob- 
ſervations, I have any ways offended againſt that 
Juſt deference, which every clergyman owes to the 
judgment and authority of the Church of Eng- 
land: If any one ſhould think otherwiſe, I ſin- 
cerely aſk his pardon ; and do ſolemnly profeſs, 
that I meant no more than to propoſe ſome of my 
own ſcruples; in hopes, that the venera ble fa- 
thers of our Church will be perſuaded in due time, 
to do ſomething for the relief of ſuch ſcrupulous 
conſciences as mine. 


Kent, Sept. 20, Yours, 
1736, D. H, 
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A Method propoſed, to prove in a rational 
and convincing Manner, the Legality of 
King GEORGE's Title to the Crown, 
and thereby prevent Diſloyalty and Diſaf- 
fection to the preſent bappy Eftabliſhment : 
As alſo to refute the Errors, and put aStop . 
i the Increaſe of Popery in theſe Kingdoms. 


HE. Romiſb prieſts, by their great numbers, 
and ſedulous endeavours, have far ſome 
years paſt, been ſurpriſingly ſucceſsful, 
in perverting the people of this land from the pro- 
teſtant religion, and their allegiance to our moſt 
gracious Sovereign; not only by influencing them 
to entertain faveurable ſentiments of popery, but 
alſo by making proſelytes innumerable, to the 
— and idolatrous church of Rome, to the 
manifeſt danger of our moſt excellent conſtitution, 
in church and ſtate : And in hopes of ſucceeding, in 
ſuch their wicked attempts, its freſh in our me- 
mory, how they ſtirred up and excited an unna- 
tural and unprovoked rebellion, with a view to 
have dethroned our king, ſubverted our religion, 
laws and liberties: And altho' heaven did mer- 
cifully mterpoſe in our favour, and viſibly co- 
operate with our own prudent endeavours, ſo that 
their deteſtable and moſt diabolical deſigns have 
been totally defeated, by the intrepid valor, and 
wiſe conduct of our royal commander; yet in 
reaſon and prudence, we ought to guard againſt 
all future returns of ſuch ſhocking calamitics as 
ſo lately threatned this nation, and which too 
many have molt fatally experienced, tho? far · ſnort 
of what muſt have been expected, had our ene- 
mies prevailed. Indeed, co ſidering the ſtrange 
deluſion of ſome proteſtants, and the wonderful 
apoſtacy 
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apoſtacy of too many others, to the Romiſh 
church, it may be queſtioned, whether the prote- 
ſtant religion is not now with us in as great dan- 
ger, as in the reign of the glorious Elizabeth? A 
moſt melancholy confideration this, to all who 
have any juſt eſteem for the purity of the chriſtian 
doctrine! But ſhould religion have no weight 
with us, yet, ſurely, ſelf-intereſt, and human po- 
licy, ought to excite in Engliſhmen an ardent re- 
gard for the preiervation of our civil rights and 
properties, and with the wiſdom of our fore-fa- 
thers, make us active and vigilant to perpetuate 
them, at leaſt, as inviolated to our poſterity, as 
they have done to us. How nearly then does it 
concern all, who have any regard for their religi- 
ous and civil liberties, moſt zealouſly to appear 
in favour of both, and to recommend whatever 
they may conceive to be ſerviceable and beneficial 
to either. Some method undoubtedly ought to 
be conſidered of, to prevent a return of thoſe im- 
minent dangers, which thro* the goodneſs of God 
we have ſo providentially eſcaped. 

And as theſuppoſcd illegality of King GOR OE 
title, together with the pretended orthodoxy and 
infallibility of popery, principles profeſſed, and 
artfully inculcated by our popiſh adverſaries, 
and that under the ſpecious pretence of conſcience, 
thereby to render their attempts more prevalent 
and ſucceſsful, is what ſeem to be the real cauſe 
and foundation, of that diſſatisfaction to our King 
and Church, which ſo much abounds amongſt us; 
that therefore the minds of men may be properly 
influenced by the force of truth, reaſon, and a no- 
toriety of innumerable facts, in favour of our 
preſent eſtabliſhment, itis propoſed to have abook 
publiſhed both in folio and octavo, thereby to - 
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the different circumſtances of the people, which 
may be entitled, 

A rational addreſs to proteſtants and papiſts, 
© in regard to King GBORG T's legal title to the 
crown of Great Britain, clearly evincing his 
© right, and fully dilplaying the fatal conſ.quences 
© of a re-eſtabliſhment of popery in theſe king- 
« doms, both 1a reſpect to our religious and civil 
© |iberties, ſupported by arguments taken from 
the fundamental maxims and principles of the 
laws of nature and nations; with a fair, clear 
and candid confutation of the chief and mot er- 
* roneous doctrines of the church of Rome.“ 

The contents of which book may be to the fol- 
lowing purport, 

Firſt, to prove and juſtify the legality of the 
revolution, and the preſent eſtabliſnment, in re- 
gard to the notion of hereditary right, even ſup- 
poſing the pretender to be the real ſon of king 
James, from principles of reaſon and human pru- 
dence, confirmed by examples from ſcripture, 
and the common practice of this and other nati- 
ons, thereby to ſolve the objections and ſcruples 
of nonjurors. 

Secondly, to demonſtrate and evince the incon- 
ſiſtency and incompatibility, of having a popiſh 
prince to govern a proteſtant kingdom ; eſpecially 
of one educated at Rome, and to be fixed upon us 
by the united powers of France and Spain, which 
would inevitably ſubvert our laws and liberties, as 
well as religion, 

Thirdly, to confute after a rational and con- 
vincing manner, the chief and moſt dangerous 
errors of popery, and to give ſuch inſtances of its 
perſecuting ſpirit, and in particular, of the ſeveral 
maſſacres, the great cruelty and inhumanity of 
papiſts towards proteſtants in England, Ireland, 
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France and other parts, as are moſt notorious, 
certain and inconteſtible, To conclude with an 
earneſt and pathetic exhortation to all true Britons, 
who ſincerely regard their religion and liberties, 
rights and properties, to exert themſelves at all 
times in favour of our happy conſtitution, 

It is recommended, that ſuch a treatiſe ſhould 
be compoſed in a ſmooth, eaſy ſtile ; compriſin 
only the moſt eſſential, cogent, and concluſive 
arguments on each point; and expreſſed with 
grear clearneſs, temper and moderation. And in 
order to give it the greater ſanction, it ſhould be 
compiled by a ſelect number of divines, lawyers 
and civilians, to be appointed by authority for 
that purpoſe; and when publiſhed, it might 
be proper to have it recommended by the Lord 
Chancellor, the biſhops and judges, in like man- 
ner as the reports are, and the ſame to be repeated 
in every new impreſſion, with the addition of the 
names of ſuch alſo as ſhall be in thoſe ſtations, 
as often as it happens to be reprinted, 105 

A book thus judiciouſly compoſed and autho- 
rized, would have great weight to ſatisfy the minds 
of people, in points fo momentous and impor- 
tant: It would be to our poſterity a flanding 
authority, and as an antidote or bulwark againſt 
papiſts and nonjurors, and at all times remain 
a moſt uſeful, neceſſary defence of our preſent 
eſtabliſhment, civil and ecclefiaftical ; to which 
al} perſons might eaſily have recourſe, And in a 
more particular manner, it might be uſeful to out 
youth and ſtudents in the univerſity, to fix them 
in right principles of religion and policy, at their 
©: ft ſetting out into the world. 

The clergy ſhould allo be diligent to explain 
the proteſtant doctrine, and with great temper, 
ſolid realon and argument, confute the errors of 
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ery 3 not only in the pulpit, bur onall) 
22 ſeveral pariſhes, ary or a — 
tunity offers: For if the Romiſp prieſts can make 
ſo many proſelytes to their idolatrous church, by 
deluſive and ſophiſtical reaſoning, ſurely, did our 
clergy with equal zeal and diligence, endeavour 
by reaſon and truth, in the ſpirit of love and 
meekneſs, to inform the ignorant, and convince 
the erroneous, they might ſoon reſtore the miſled, 
confirm the doubtful, and moſt effectually eftabliſh 
them, in the true proteſtant faith. 

And was the miſſal to be well tranflated, 
with judicious notes and obſervations, it might 
conduce to many good purpoſes, and be the means 
of opening the eyes of ſome deluded proteſtants, 
as well as .papiſts, by diſplaying to both the 
monſtrous follies, and abſurd notions, of that cor- 
rupt and idolatrous church. And could a method 
be alſo found out, legally to reſtrain, if not totally 
prevent the foreign education of our Engliſh 
papiſts, it would be the means of ſaving to the 
nation very conſiderable ſums of money; and 
many of our natives would not then be brought 
up in principles ſo oppoſite and injurious to our 
happy eſtabliſnment, both in church and ſtate, as 
they now are, | 

There is likewiſe another object that particu- 
larly demands the attention of our governors, 
which is, to have our univerſities and ſeminaries 
of learning viſited, reformed, and brought under 
a new and better regulation. It is notorious to 
all perfons, of the leaſt knowledge and experi- 
ence in the world, that in ſome of theſe places, 
our youth are trained up in ſuch principles of re- 
ligion and civil policy, as are utterly inconſiſtent 
with our holy religion, and repugnant to the fun- 
damental laws and conſtitutions of the kingdom - 

An 
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And unleſs ſome proper expedient be found out 
to redreſs thefe manifeſt and moſt dangerous 
evils, which daily gain ground in thoſe (ſhould 
be) nurſeries of learning and virtue; and to en- 
force a regular diſcipline, and right method of 
inſtructing youth in the eſſential points of natural 
and revealed religion; of the origin and founda- 
tion of civil government; of the nature of our 
own conſtitution; and of the neceſſicy of moral 
virtue and a humane diſpoſition, to our right con- 
duct in life, and to the prudent diſcharge of our 
duty, as profeſſed Chriſtians and loyal ſubjects: 
I fay, unleſs theſe particulars are properly atr-nd- 
ed to, and by ſome means effected; what can be 
expected, but that ignorance and immorality, 
obſtinacy, and a conſtant diſaffection to our pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, will always prevail amongſt 
numbers of our nobility and gentry ; and which 
may, in its conſequence, at laſt prove fatal, both 
to themſelves and this nation ? 

Theſe things once done, in conjunction with a 
new tranſlation of our Bible, and a review of our 
litargy, articles and canons, if made by learned, 
wiſe and moderate men, would moſt aſſuredly ſecure 
us, from the united attempts of papiſts and infi- 
dels; be an undertaking worthy of our governors, 
civil and eccleſiaſtical, to enterprize and bring to 
perfection; and which muſt in its natural conſe- 
quence, greatly redound to the glory and ſafety, 
both of church and ſtate. | 3 * 

For, however ſecure we may imagine ourſelves 
to be, from the concluſion of the late peace, and 
other appearances, yet, I fear, that even ſuch 
ſuppoſed temporary ſecurity, from the dangers 
above repreſented, will have but ſhort continu- 
ance ; and whenever war breaks out again, we 
* mult expect the enemy to have recourſe to * 
0 


3 

old ſtratagem, of exciting a new rebellion 
amongſt us, in order to retard and prevent our aſ- 
fiſting ſuch of our allies as may be attacked. And 
we need not doubr, but that their efforts will 
then be redoubled with all the rage and fury, that 
pretended grievances, and paſt diſappointments 
can inſpire: When every former overſight and o- 
miſſion, will be amply rectified and, amended, by 
more certain and vigorous attempts, to accompliſh 
our final deſtruction. As theſe things are not im- 
poſſible, but very probable, it behooves us to 
take all proper precautions, to fruſtrate and de- 
feat the wicked machinations of our enemies; 
and what is here recommended, will, by the bleſ- 
ſing of heaven, effectually diſappoint and over- 
throw their malicious deſigns, 

But unleſs we uſe our endeavours to have theſe 
ſeveral particulars, ſo neceſſary to our peace and 
unity, ſafety and happineſs, brought about and 
effected; what reaſon have we to hope or expect, 
that the Almighty will always be working (as it 
were) miracles in our favour, to ſave us from 
that deſtruction and fatal miſery, which our care- 
leſs and guilty neglect may at laſt provoke him 
to inflict on us. And when this is once done and 
compleated, then, and not before, may we truly 
ſay, that our government and conſtitution, and 
preſent Royal Family, ſtand fixed on a ſolid and 
durable foundation ; that the reformation is per- 
tected, and the revolution principles become uni- 
verſally eſtabliſhed ; and that under divine pro- 
vidence, theſe bleſſings will be continued to us 
and our poſterity, till time ſhall be no more. 

] will conclude all in the words of a late au- 
thor, publiſhed ſince this of mine was ſent to the 
preſs T; © My hearty prayer to Almighty God 


+ 4 Blw at the Root. 
« ſhall 


Fy 


(136) 
« ſhall be, that I may live to ſee that happy day, 
« in'Great-Britain, when the public authority 


& ſhall nominate and depute a committee of learn. 


ed impartial men, . diligently, freely, and ho- 
<< neſtly, to examine our preſent eccleſiaſtical con- 
« ſtitution, in all its parts; and to bring in an 
s unbiafſed unprejudiced account of its errors and 
4 defects, whether in doctrine, diſcipline, or 


«* worſhip; in order to their effectual correction 
t and reformation, Then would our Sion be a 


«© praiſe in the earth; our religious diviſions and 
« diffentions would be no more; every honeſt and 
* wife man would be of thig: reformed church; 
« and by ſuch an illuſtrious precedent, we ſhould 
« effe&ually recommend the like reformation to 
C all other Proteſtant Churches; and as to ours 
< felves, we'ſhould unavoidably become the foun- 
* dation and centre of unity, love, and peace; 
«and the kingdom of God would be thereby ad- 
e vanced to the higheſt perfection on earth.“ 
Amen. 05 5 * ; $ 4 „n 


„ 


